Theories of Biblical Hermeneutics

	Premodern


	Modern


	Postmodern

	First naiveté
	Historical criticism
	Second naiveté



	The Bible as the inspired Words
	The Bible as the historical records
	The Bible as a parable/  paradigm

	Reading in the text
	Reading behind the text
	Reading in front of the text

	multiple meanings based on multiple interpretive ways:

Literal, allegorical, moral, anagogical


	One meaning based on the author’s intention (what it meant/ what it means)


	Multiple meanings based on readers’ various situations and imagination

	Moral-dogmatic interpretation:

Apologetic,

Philosophical,

Doctrinal, etc.

—————————

A two-step procedure of interpretation (explication/application)
	Historical criticism:

Textual criticism, Grammatical criticism, 

Form criticism, 

Redaction criticism, etc.

——————————

A three-step procedure of interpretation (explication/meditation/ application)
	Contemporary hermeneutical theories (Gadamer, Ricoeur, etc.):

Reader-response criticism,

Narrative theology and New Literary Criticism (plot, characters, time, etc.),

Hermeneutics of Suspicion & Restoration (femnist/liberation),

Poststructuralist (deconstruction) Criticism (Derrida).

————————

A spiral procedure of interpretation (understanding/explanation/ comprehension)



	The rule of faith (the double-love commandment)
	The rule of reason (objectivity) 
	Hermeneutical rules (exegetical  reasonableness and the double-love commandment):

1)Textual legitimacy.

2)Epistemological— contextual conceptualization,

3)Value judgment, 4)Adjudicative role of the interpretive community


� Cf., Paul Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1976).





