	APPROACHES
	TRADITIONAL
	KERYGMATIC
	TRANSFORM-

ATIONAL
	CONVERSATIO-NAL

	PURPOSES
	Teaching and exhorting; persuasion through convincing, informing, and explaining 
	Evangelism and conversion experience; Both translation of the biblical formulations of the kerygma into modern terminology and its transmission; to mediate the presence of God (Preaching Jesus: the Christ might come to those who have assembled to listen)    
	Helping the listeners experience transformation, a new self-understanding; listeners not only hear the good news but also “feel” it at the moment of preaching
	Conversation; mutual edification by sharing their own faith; connectedness; solidarity; nurturing process of thinking rather than the results of the preacher’s thinking; community up-building by refocusing conversations around the Word.  

	CONTENT
	General teachings (objective, propositional) or some significant truth bearing upon Christian life; moral instructions through applying general truth to particular life situation 
	Translation of the unchanging message of the kerygma into modern terminology; God’s self-revelation in Christ (incarnational): God has visited and redeemed the people of God in Christ Jesus; salvation in Jesus Christ)
	“existential truth” – the hearer’s situation in the light of God; the kerygama, the Word of God, God’s revelation in human experiences as well as in Scripture
	Revelation, the Word, kerygma as tentative interpretations, a truth rather than THE truth,  proposals, and wagers; preaching as personal and autobiographical testimonies; preaching as a revelatory event (revelation as ongoing divine-human conversation)

	PREACHER
	A man of knowledge and experience; a teacher; a wise man (sage); an answer- person; the conduit between the world of God (the Bible) and the congregation
	A herald and a prophet; God’s mouthpiece and coworker: “God speaks . . . .”
	a witness; a story-teller; a novelist or a playwright; a performer who recreates the word-event present in the text 
	An equal conversational partner, interdependent  of the congregation.  

	FORMS
	Propositional, deductive, and  expository;

A three-points-and-a-poem style; one-way communication
	Propositional; doctrinal; exposition of Jesus Christ based on biblical stories; story-telling with one focus
	1)Story-telling

2)Inductive 

2)Narrative 
	Open discourse – 1)A combination of inductive and narrative

2)Story-telling
Conversational sermons are not necessarily dialogical or interactive sermons.

	LANGUAGE
	Clearness; the significance of illustrations
	Simple words; metaphors; the eventfulness of the Word (revelation); the recognition of the limitations of human languages; God as the true preacher makes the sermon persuasive and effective (the emphasis on the divine side).
	Poetic; evocative; performative; imaginative, creative; preaching as an event; new understanding of language: 1) words shape human consciousness, 2) words are events.  They do something (New Hermeneutic), 3) there should be a linkage between sermonic language and life (the emphasis on the human side)
	Confessional, expressing the convictions out of which and into which the congregation is living; evocative;  able to generate multiple meanings

 


	RESPONSES
	1)The gap between the pulpit and congregation

2)Too rationalistic

3)Is the sermon a vehicle for a message (truth)?  


	1)The gap between the preacher and congregation

2) That every sermon should be a conversion event is too grand.

3) Does an unchanging kerygma exist? 

4) The task of translating the kerygma is complex.

5) Two divisive views of hearers:  hearers as the community of faith and the hearers as individuals who want a personal encounter with Christ  
	1)The gap between the preacher and congregation

2) The ignorance of the biased and limited nature of language

3) The sermon as agent of change: to expect a sermon to consistently change people may be too much for the preacher.
	1)No authority of the preacher?  

2) No persuasion?  No expectation of transformation?

2)No creative forms for conversational approach?

Five characteristics of conversational preaching:

 1) communal (the preisthoof of all believers), 

2) nonhierarchical (shared authority and leadership in the community), 

3) personal (testimonial), 

4) inclusive (the diversity of experiences, the use of  “we,” response times after sermons); 5)scriptural (the back and forth movement between scripture and readers)


FOUR APPROACHES TO PREACHING


(Lucy Rose, Sharing the Word: Preaching in the Roundtable Church)
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