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Purpose: This course explores the impact of postcolonial and postmodern thought upon Christian Ethics by focusing the discussion upon theorists Frantz Fanon and Michael Foucault.

Objectives: The aim of this course is to enable students to accomplish the following goals: First, to read and reflect upon tensions created between critical thought and ethical analysis. Second, investigate consciously constructive ethical paradigms that have been normalized and legitimized by the overall Euroamerican culture. And third, to examine the challenges critical theory presents in addressing religious traditions rooted in the Eurocentric world.

Requirements: 


Regular class attendance is mandatory.


Timely and thorough reading of the material is essential for this course.

Weekly Papers

Student will be required to write weekly review papers on the material read and bring said paper to class to serve as the basis for class discussion.  Papers need not be turned in to the professor.
Grades:
Unless otherwise requested by the student, all grades will be on a Pass/Fail basis.  To Pass the course, the student is expected to:  

1) Write weekly review papers that demonstrate a careful reading of the assigned text.  
2) Participate in class discussions by coming prepared to talk about the written assignment.  
3) If it is the student’s turn to lead the class, then the student will come prepared to a) provide a fifteen minute discussion about the author’s life and works, and b) guide discussion so that multiple voices are explored.  
4) Adhere to academic decorum by being respectful for others, including the book authors.  While disagreeing or challenging, the student can never disrespect or dishonor the other.  Disrupting the learning experience of others results in automatic failure.
Doctoral students will be required to write a fifteen page paper.  Topic of said paper will be negotiated with the professor by the fifth week of class and due on the ninth week.

Reading Criteria

Students will come prepared to discuss the following questions of each reading by answering the following questions in writing: 

1) What is the author’s thesis? 
The thesis question should be answered in one sentence: this is a valuable skill to practice that will enable you to process information efficiently and effectively.

2) What is the author’s method? 
Method is the way the author conducts research
3) What is the author’s theory?
Theory is how the author explains the research findings

4) What evidence does the author use to prove his or her points? 
5) How did this reading further your self-understanding of ethical issues?
6) What do you take away from the book?
7) In light of the reading and class lecture, suggest a specific act of justice you feel motivated to do.  

Required Textbooks:

Fanon.  Black Skin White Mask 

________.  The Wretched of the Earth 
(Choose one – ideally both)
Foucault. Madness and Civilization
________.  Discipline & Punish

(Choose one – ideally both)
In the event the student already read any of the top four books, a different text will be assigned to the student.

Friends:
Barthes, Mythologies
Batstone, et al.  Liberation Theologies, Postmodernity, and the Americas
Borch-Jacobsen, Lacan: The Absolute Master
Bourdieu, Distinctions
Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism
Clifford and Marcus. Writing Culture 

Kwok. Postcolonial Imagination & Feminist Theology
Movies:

Battle for Algiers to be watched in class 

Kumaré to be watched on your own 
Schedule of Assignments:

September 9th 
Watch the movie: Battle for Algiers in class – then discuss
September 16th
Discuss Black Skin White Mask and/or The Wretched of the Earth
September 23rd
Discuss Madness and Civilization and/or Discipline & Punish
September 30th
Discuss Discourse on Colonialism
October 7th
Discuss Writing Culture
Discuss Kumaré
October 14th   
Discuss Mythologies
Doctoral paper topics are to be determined

October 21st
Discuss Postcolonial Imagination & Feminist Theology
October 28th
Discuss Lacan: The Absolute Master 
November 4th
Discuss Distinctions Chapters 1-3, & 8
Doctoral papers are due


November 11th

Discuss Liberation Theologies, Postmodernity, and the Americas
