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Iliff School of Theology

IST20191 Spiritual Preaching: 

The Relationship Between Christian Spirituality and Preaching 
Course Syllabus (Hybrid)
Winter 2014
I.  Instructor:  

Eunjoo Mary Kim 
Office Phone: 303-765-3196





E-Mail: ekim@iliff.edu

II.  Course Description and Objectives:

This course aims to help students deepen their understanding of spirituality 

as it relates to preaching and to improve their communicational skills useful for 

the ministry of preaching.  In order to fulfill these goals, this course focuses on:  

1. Learning historical, theological, and cultural understandings of spirituality.
2. Gaining knowledge about homiletical methods in relation to the analysis of congregational spiritual types, biblical interpretation, the sermonic design, the use of language, and delivery.

3. Practicing spiritual preaching in class and actual ministerial settings.
4. Receiving critical and constructive sermon evaluations by peers, the instructor, and locally organized sermon feedback groups as well as through self-evaluation.    
*In order to complete the course,  
· you must have a ministerial setting in which you can preach two sermons, 

· you should be able  to upload your two sermon videos to Canvas,
· you need to organize a sermon feedback group with 4-6 people who are available to listen to your two sermons and participate in feedback sessions.  The list of their names and contact information should be posted on Canvas by April 12.  
III.  MDIV Degree Learning Goals:
Theology and Religious Practices (PR): engage in analysis of contemporary religious traditions and institutions in order to assess, design, and perform meaningful leadership practices with sensitivity to contextual realities and relationship (Master’s Student Handbook, 2013-2014, p. 12).

IV.  Required Texts:

Allen, Ronald (ed.), Patterns of Preaching. 

Gaillardetz, Richard, Transforming Our Days: Finding God amid the Noise of Modern Life.
Kim, Eunjoo, Preaching in an Age of Globalization.
Lowry, Eugene, How to Preach a Parable.
Ware, Corinne, Discover Your Spiritual Type.

Moltmann, Jὒrgen, The Spirit of Life.


Pak, Sujin, “John Calvin and the Jews: His Exegetical Legacy” (available in Canvas).

Palmer, Parker, A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward an Undivided Life.
V.  Recommended Texts:


Alyce Mckenzie, Hear and Be Wise: Becoming a Preacher and Teacher of Wisdom.  

Forbes, James, The Holy Spirit and Preaching.

Mitchell, Henry, Celebration and Experience in Preaching.

Smith, Christine, Preaching as Weeping, Confession, and Resistance.

Taylor, Barbara Brown, When God is Silent.
VI. Requirements:

1. Participation.  The regular attendance of all online classes and the attendance of the Iliff Gathering Days classes are required.  If you cannot attend the Gathering Days classes, you cannot pass the course.  Students are required to read ClassNotes posted in Canvas and assigned readings for each week and post their class assignments (including 4 one-page notes) on time.  Students are also required to read other students’ postings on their group discussion sites and give thoughtful and deliberate responses to them.  The instructor should be informed in advance of any necessary absences and/or delays.

In this class, we are committed to modeling the values Iliff embraces: diversity, mutual respect, accountability, honest communication, critical self-reflection, curiosity, creativity, and a sense of adventure.   In each discussion, we will do our best to respect differences and diversity in human life and spiritual journey.  Concerning plagiarism, refer to the section of “Academic Integrity” in the Mater’s Student Handbook.  
2. A 3-4 page analysis of your congregational spiritual types (double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.):  1) Read Ware’s Discover Your Spiritual Type, 2) conduct a survey of spiritual types among your congregation with a form attached to the book  (a minimum of 20% of the congregants if your congregation’s size is more than 100 people or 20 people if your congregation’s size is less than 100 should participate in the survey), 3) analyze and interpret the survey results based on the five steps on pp. 74-7, and 4) answer the questionnaire of the form that you used for your congregational survey  and analyze and interpret your own answers based on the five steps on pp. 74-77, 5) compare the survey results with your own answers and develop your theological and homiletical insights into preaching to and for your own congregation, 6) write down a 3-5 page summary paper of the survey process and results (Steps 2-5)  and post it in Canvas by 02/12 (Wed.), 11:59 p.m. Mountain Time and read other group members’ reports and post your comments on them by Fri. (02/14).
3. A 4-5 page book review (double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.): Choose one of the books listed in the section of the Recommended Texts and read it to write a book review.  Before reading, you need to confirm with other group members that your book does not overlap with theirs.  When you write a review, suppose that you are going to publish it in a preaching journal for pastors/preachers or in your denominational magazine/newsletter.  This means that the goal of your writing is to provide your group members and other pastors/preachers with a homiletical resource for spiritual preaching.  Normally, book reviews include 1) a brief summary of the content, 2) your affirmation of its value, and 3) your critical and constructive comments on the book.  Post your book review on the group discussion site in Canvas by 02/26 (Wed.), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and offer your comments on other members’ reviews by 02/28 (Fri.), 11:59 p.m.  
4. Preach a 7-10 min. (no more, no less) sermon in class during the Gathering Days:  
1) Select one of the stories in the Bible (a parable, an episode, a biography, a historical story, etc.).

2) Write Interpretive Notes (2-3 pages in length, single-spaced, 12 points, Times New Roman), following “The Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation for Preaching,” posted on the Syllabus site of Canvas.  The Interpretive Notes are required to be posted, with a list of major resources consulted, in Canvas by Wednesday, 01/29, 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
3) Read Eugene Lowry’s book, How to Preach a Parable.  
4) Craft your sermon to be meaningful for your congregation’s spiritual life, by using one of the storytelling approaches that are introduced in Lowry’s book.
5) Memorize and preach your sermon in class without a manuscript (outlines may be okay).  You may refer to “Tips for Preaching without Manuscript” attached to the syllabus.
6) Your preaching will be videotaped and posted in Canvas.  You are required to review your sermon video and write up a self-evaluation (one-page, double-spaced or 200-250 words).  Post it in Canvas by Friday, 02/14, 11:59 p.m. (MT).  When you write the self-evaluation, concentrate on what was strong and weak in substance and delivery and two or more goals you have for your next sermon in light of this experience. 
When you write the manuscript, I suggest that you use the oral/aural writing style as follows:

Like this.

Not the long sentences of written prose.  

But brief sentences.

Words and clauses.

Each one getting a line.

This is the way we talk.

The way we listen.  

How we hear.

Develop your ear for speech.

How words are heard.

Or lip read.

Now and then you can get away with a longer sentence such as the one you are reading at this moment.

But.

That’s for the eye.

Not for the ear.

It makes for hard listening.

And it makes for getting lost in the pulpit!

Short lines

Are easier to follow.

Especially, 

if you’re nervous.

Play around with this method.

Play with language.

Play with different ways of thinking.

Of seeing.

Of being.

Of communicating.

Kind of fun—

Isn’t it?

It will open you to the Spirit.

And your congregation too!

5. Preach two sermons (12-20 min. each) in your actual ministerial setting:  
· The 1st Sermon: (1) Select a biblical text either by your own choice or from the Revised Common Lectionary.   (2) Interpret the text following the Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation.  (3) Design a sermon following one of the styles that are introduced in Ronald Allen’s Patterns of Preaching.  (4) Preach and videotape the sermon in your ministerial setting.  (5) Post in Canvas the Notes of the Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation with a list of major resources consulted by Wed. (02/19), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and your sermon video, self-evaluation, and the summary of the group feedback by Wed. (3/05), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  (6) Review other group members’ videos and offer your feedback  by 03/07 (Fri.), 11:59 p.m.
· The 2nd Sermon: (1) Choose one of the theological themes (e.g., love, sin, forgiveness, the last day, discipleship, stewardship, etc.) that are concerned with your congregation’s spiritual life.  (2) Research the theme at a deeper level by analyzing current situations in relation to the theme and by reading some theological and historical books or other literature on the theme.  (3) Select a biblical text(s) appropriate to address the theological theme in your sermon.  (4) Interpret the text following the Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation.  (5) Design a sermon following one of the styles that are introduced in Ronald Allen’s Patterns of Preaching.  (6) Preach and videotape the sermon in your ministerial setting.  (7) Post in Canvas the Notes of the Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation with a list of major resources consulted by 03/05 (Wed.), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and your sermon video, self-evaluation, and the summary of the group feedback by 03/12 (Wed.), 11:50 p.m.  (8) Review other group members’ videos and offer your feedback by 03/14 (Fri.), 11:59 p.m.
In terms of delivery for both sermons, you are free to take into the pulpit either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing —whatever enables you to preach most effectively.  
6. Ten Weekly Reflections (150-300 words each): Parker Palmer’s book, A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey toward an Undivided Life, includes ten chapters.  Read one chapter per week and write each week your homiletical insights into the practice spiritual preaching that you gained from the reading.  Share your weekly reflection with other group members by posting it on your group site in Canvas every Wednesday by 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
VII.  Evaluation:

Students who want to contract for a grade of P/F must send a note to the instructor in writing by January 15 (Wed.).  You will receive the grade of “P” by completing the 6 requirements listed in Section VI.
The normal grading system is used for a letter grade (The 2011-2912 Master’s Handbook, p. 67).  In order to ensure accountability and fairness, the following grading system will be applied:

Requirement #1 ………….…..………………………25% (5% for each one-page notes)

      Requirement #2………………………………………15%   


      Requirement #3………….………………………...…10%


      Requirement #4 ………………….…...………………15%
Requirement #5……………………………………… 30% (15%  for each sermon)

Requirement #6……………………………………..…5%





    ____________








         Total 100%

The Iliff grading system is a five-letter system from A through F with pluses and minuses. In computing grade point average (GPAs), grades are assigned the following numerical values (The 2013-2014 Master’s Student Handbook, p. 79): 



A :       4.00   (100 − 96%)



A-:       3.75   (95 – 91%)



B+:      3.25   (90 – 86%)



B :       3.00   (85 – 81%)



B-:       2.75   (80 − 76%)



C+:      2.25   (75 – 71%)



C :       2.00   (70 – 66%)

*Late submissions of assignments will result in lowering your grade (-2 points for each late submission).
*The use of inclusive language is strongly urged in all discussions, sermons, writings, etc.
Incomplete Policy: Students are responsible for the procedures outlined in the document, “Incomplete Courses” attached to the end of this syllabus.

ADA Policy: Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303. 765.1146.
Course Schedule
Week I (01/06-10):

· Getting Acquainted: Post introductory words about you (e.g., your program at Iliff, denomination, ministerial setting, preaching experience, future plan after graduation, why taking this course, etc.) by Wed. (01/08), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  If you like, you can videotape when you introduce yourself and upload it.  
· Questions about the Syllabus:  Post any questions about the course syllabus.
· Listen to the audio, “What is Spirituality?”
· Formation of discussion groups.

· Discussion Topic: “Spirituality and Preaching”

Readings: ClassNotes#1 posted in Canvas; Gaillardetz, Ch. 1; Kim, PIAOG, Chs. 1 &2.  

Assignments: 
1. After reflecting on what you read in Gaillardetz and Kim, write one-page notes I (single-spaced, 12 pt. or 500-600 words), focusing on the following questions: 
a. How do Gaillardetz and Kim describe our world, which is our context for preaching?
b. Are there any other characteristics of our world you would like to add?
c. What kind of spiritual directions do you think our world needs?  Can you articulate your understanding of spirituality that is relevant to our contemporary context?
d. Post your notes on your group discussion site by Wed. (01/08), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
e. Read and respond to other members’ postings by Fri. (01/10), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
2. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week II (01/13-17):

· Discussion Topic: “Theologies of Christian Spirituality”
Readings: ClassNotes#2; Moltmann, Chs. 3, 4, 5; Gaillardetz, Ch. 2.

Assignments: 
1. After reflecting on what you read in Moltmann and Gaillardetz, write one-page notes II (single-spaced, 12 pt. or 500-600 words), focusing on the following questions:  

a. How do Moltmann and Gaillardetz describe the distinctiveness of Christian Spirituality?  
b. Do you have any questions about or comments on what Moltmann or Gaillardetz say?
c. What do Moltmann and Gaillardetz provide you for your theological understanding of Christian spirituality for preaching?
d. Post your notes on your group discussion site by Wed. (01/15), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
e. Read and respond to other members’ postings by Fri. (01/17), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
2. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week III (01/20-24):

· Discussion Topic: “The Practice of Spirituality and Preaching”
Readings: ClassNotes#3; Kim, PIAOG, Ch. 3; Gaillardetz, Ch. 3.
Assignments:  
1. Post the list of your sermon feedback group members’ names and contact information (email address and/or phone number) by Fri. (01/24), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. After reflecting on what you read in Kim and Gaillardetz, write one-page notes III (single-spaced, 12 pt. or 500-600 words), focusing on the following questions:
a. What is your definition of preaching (its nature and function) as it relates to your congregation’s spiritual life?  
b. What do you think about your role as a spiritual preacher?  Do you have any ideas about spiritual practices for you to be a mature spiritual preacher? 
c. Post your notes on your group discussion site by Wed. (01/22, 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
d. Read and respond to other members’ postings by Fri. (01/24), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
3. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week IV (01/27-31):

· Discussion Topic: “The Bible and Spiritual Preaching”

Readings:  ClassNotes#4; Kim, Ch. 4; Pak; Lowry.

Assignments: 

1. After reflecting on what you read in Kim and Pak, write one-page notes IV (single-spaced, 12 pt. or 500-500 words), focusing on the following questions:  
a. In what sense is the Bible authoritative for your preaching?   
b. Can the Bible become a source (or a resource) for the spiritual life?  If so, how can it be used in the practice of spiritual preaching?
c. Post your notes on your group discussion site by Wed. (01/29), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
d. Read and respond to other members’ postings by Fri. (01/31), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Select a text for your class sermon and write its interpretive notes (Requirement #4:1) & 2)).  When you write the notes,  
a. Follow each step by writing down what you did for each step.
b. You may email me any problems or questions you have when you follow the Seven Steps.
c. Post your Interpretive Notes in Canvas (2-3 page in length, single spaced, 12 pt.) by Wed. (01/29), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
3. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week V (02/03-07):
Iliff Gathering Days (Thur. 02/06, 1:00-5:00; Fri. 01/07, 8:00-12:00)
· Discussion Topic:  “Sermon Design”  & “Criteria for Sermon Evaluation”
· Preaching Workshop 
Readings:  ClassNotes #5 & #6; Allen, Chs. 1, 2, 12, 13.
Assignments:

1. Craft your sermon to be meaningful for your congregation’s spiritual life, by using one of the storytelling approaches that are introduced in Lowry’s book (Requirement #4: 3) & 4)).
2. Prepare to preach the sermon in class during the Iliff Gathering Days (Requirement #4: 5)).
3. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week VI (02/10-14): 


Assignments:
1. Post Requirement #2 in your group discussion site in Canvas by Wed. (02/12), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and read other group members’ survey reports by Fri. (02/14).  Their reports will be helpful for you to provide them with legitimate and constructive feedback on their two sermons.  

2. Weekly reflection by Wed. 
Week VII (02/17-21):


Assignments: 
1. Review your class sermon video and post your self-evaluation by Fri. (02/14), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  

2. Post your Notes of the “Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation” for your first congregational sermon in Canvas by Wed. (02/19), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
3. Weekly reflection by Wed.

Week VIII (02/24-28):



Assignments:

1. Post Requirement #3 on your group discussion site in Canvas by Wed. (02/26).11:59 p.m. and offer your feedback to other group members’ book reviews by Fri. (2/28), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Weekly reflection by Wed.
Week IX (03/03-03/07):

 


Assignments:
1. Post your notes of the “Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation” for your second congregational sermon in Canvas by Wed. (03/05), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
2. Upload your first congregational sermon video on your discussion group site in Canvas by Wed. (03/05), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
3. Review your first congregational sermon video and post your one-page self-evaluation (single-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) by Wed. (03/05), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
4. Post the summary of your sermon feedback group’s comments on your first congregational sermon (2-3 pages in length, single-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) by Wed. (03/05), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

5. Review other members’ first congregational sermon videos and post your feedback by Fri. (03/07), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
6. Weekly reflection by Wed. 

Week X (03/10-03/14):

Assignments:

1. Upload your second congregational sermon video on your discussion group site in Canvas by Wed. (03/12), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

2. Review your second congregational sermon video and post your one-page self-evaluation (single-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) by Wed. (03/12), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

3. Post the summary of your sermon feedback group’s comments on your second congregational sermon (2-3 pages in length, single-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt.) by Wed. (03/12), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

4. Review other members’ second congregational sermon videos and post your feedback by Fri. (03/14), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
5. Weekly reflection by Wed.
6. Complete and submit Online Student Course Evaluation.
INCOMPLETE COURSES 

Faculty will clarify at the beginning of each quarter whether or not they will accept Incompletes in special circumstances. If faculty choose not to allow Incompletes for any reason, that should be stated on the syllabus. Faculty will distribute to students a copy of the procedures and policies regarding Incompletes at the beginning of each course. Please note that an Incomplete given by an instructor without the appropriate form is recorded on the transcript as an “F." If Incompletes are allowed, the following procedures will be followed: 

a.
The request must be made in writing to the instructor before the end of the quarter, using an Incomplete request form available from the Office of the Registrar. The instructor, if in agreement with the request, signs the Incomplete request form and forwards it to the dean for approval. The approved incomplete request is given to the registrar and a copy is sent to the student and the instructor. A separate form is needed for each Incomplete requested. 

b.
When the work is completed, the student must turn the work in to the registrar who will forward it to the instructor. The instructor will submit the grade to the registrar normally by the end of the quarter in which the work is submitted. The Business Office will bill students ($20.00 per incomplete) for the fee. 

c.
Incompletes automatically turn into failing grades after four quarters (one calendar year). The latest time to turn in incomplete work is the last day of class of the fourth quarter. See the Academic Calendar at the front of the Masters Student Handbook for dates. Extensions will not be given for Incompletes beyond the established four quarters. 

d.
If work for an incomplete is turned in later than one quarter after the end of the course, the work may be graded on a Pass/Fail basis, at the discretion of the instructor. At the discretion of the instructor, students taking an Incomplete may be required to attend class sessions at the next course offering to finish the course requirements, provided the course is offered within the established time frame. 

e.
Normally, students with 10 or more credits of outstanding Incompletes at one time will not be allowed to register. 

Courses in which an Incomplete has been granted but not yet completed are not included in the student’s GPA calculations.
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