Spiritual Preaching

Criteria for Sermon Evaluation

1. Theology: In what way does the sermon challenge or confirm your spiritual journey?  Does the sermon provide you with a fresh theological perspective to reflect on your relationships with God, with others, and/or with nature in a new way?  Are you engaging in and being transformed by the theology addressed in the sermon?  Does the sermon have a balance between being and doing?
2. Text(s):  Can you recognize that the preacher has enough knowledge about the text?  Is the text critically and imaginatively interpreted to provide a spiritual direction for the congregation?   Did the preacher create the fresh, new meaning of the text?  Is the created meaning relevant to you?  
3. The Relation to Contemporary Life:  Does the sermon reveal that the preacher knows well about her congregation’s particular situation and relates it to the sermon properly?  

4. Focus and Function: Are the focus and function of the sermon clearly delivered?  Can you state each of them in one or two sentences? 

5. Form:  Does the sermon move following the flow of consciousness?  Can you easily understand what the preacher says?  Can you identity the sermon’s spiritual type?  
6. Language:  Is the language truly oral/aural?  In other words, when you hear the sermon, does it come to you as a personal conversation with the cadence and pulse of speech and not that of an academic essay?  Does the language invite the listeners to respond or dominate or control or force them to accept the preacher’s argument?  Does the language invoke imagination or a vision for the future of the community in regard to their spiritual journey?
7. Delivery/authenticity:  Is the preacher fully present as who s/he is in the event of preaching?  What was the image of the preacher (e.g., teacher, counselor, storyteller, etc.)?  Does the preacher speak with genuine passion about the subject?   Does the mode of delivery (body language, voice volume, speed, the congruence of tone and content, eye contact, facial expression, the use of technology, overall pulpit space, etc.) appeal to you?  
