UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST POLITY – Winter 2014
INSTRUCTOR

Rev. Howell K. Lind





Phone/Voice Mail:  303-518-6660




Email:  hklind@comcast.net
GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Class Meets:
Fridays, January 10th – March 14th    9:00 am – 10:50 am
Office Hours:
I am available by phone and email.  Please do not hesitate to call or email whenever you have a question.  Appointments for face to face meetings can be made by email or by conversation before or after class.
Course Description:
This course provides an introduction to, and understanding of, Unitarian Universalist congregational polity and denominational governance.  For ministerial students seeking to be accredited by the Unitarian Universalist Ministerial Fellowship Committee, this is a required course toward ordination.  

Class Policies:
Class starts promptly at 9:00 am.  Regular attendance is expected.  Please communicate with me if it is necessary for you to be absent.

In this class, we are committed to modeling Unitarian Universalist values as well as the values Iliff embraces: diversity, mutual respect, accountability, honest and open communication, critical self-reflection, and thoughtful discussion.

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303-765-1146.  Please also let me know how I can best help you learn.

Cell phones and other electronic devices should be muted before entering the classroom.

All students are expected to abide by the academic honesty and incomplete policies listed in the Iliff Masters Student Handbook.
Reading & Resource List:

James Luther Adams, Five Smooth Stones of Religious Liberalism
James Luther Adams, Voluntary Associations
Wayne Arnason and Kathleen Rolenz, Worship That Works
David Bumbaugh, The Marketing of Liberal Religion
Glenn Canfield, The Purpose and Function of the Church
Walter Herz, Redeeming Time

Israel Galindo, The Hidden Lives of Congregations
Dan Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry


Charles Howe, For Faith and Freedom

Duncan Howlett, The Fourth American Faith
Peter Hughes, The Cambridge Platform 
Michael Jinkins, Journal of Religious Leadership, “Docents in the House of 
Wonder” article

David Parke, The Epic of Unitarianism
Paul Rasor and Susan Ritchie, Unitarian and Universalist Professions of Faith

Christine Robinson, 2008 Berry Street Essay, “Imagineering Soul: Finding 
Soul at Disney World”

Warren Ross, The Promise and the Premise
Williston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism
George Williams, The Radical Reformation
Conrad Wright, Congregational Polity
Conrad Wright, Walking Together
Alice Blair Wesley, Myths of Time and History
Alice Blair Wesley, Our Covenant: The 2000-01 Minns Lecture
UUA  Bylaws and Rules

UUA Commission on Appraisal, Belonging
UUA Commission on Appraisal, Engaging Our Theological Diversity

UUA Commission on Appraisal, Interdependence
UUA Commission on Common Worship, Leading Congregations in Worship
UUA Fulfilling the Call: A Model for UU Ministry in the 21st Century
UUA MFC Policies

UUA MFC Rules

UUA Welcoming Congregation
UUMA Guidelines and Code of Professional Practice
UU World, Winter 2011, Faith in Our Future article

UU World, Winter 2012, Fred Muir’s The End of iChurch article
Erik Wikstrom, Serving With Grace
LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND EVALUATION

Assignments:

1. Class Discussion and Participation (40%) – Students will respectfully participate in class discussions and activities with evidence of having done background readings.  Each class session will begin with an appropriate Chalice Lighting that each student will be responsible for.
2. Personal Position Paper (30%) – students will do a weekly reflection that has polity relevance (from the upcoming week’s topic) to the student’s preparation to their chosen ministry tract – due on Wednesday evening.

3. Class Presentation (30%) – a ten minute (sermon-like) presentation on some aspect of Unitarian Universalist polity that the student wishes to delve more deeply into.  Topics to be discussed and approved by the instructor.  These presentations will be given in class, beginning on week 8 (February 21st).

Evaluation:
Individual assignments will be assigned points using rubrics presented in class. Final grade will be determined by the total of the points accumulated on the rubrics. These general criteria apply to all assignments in addition to specific directions and rubrics.

1. Your work in this class should be both professional and appropriate for graduate study.

2. English language rules (usage, grammar, etc.) always count. 

3. The following are general criteria for assignments. 

A – 90-100% All requirements thoroughly and exceptionally completed. Creativity or original ideas are evidenced.

B – 80-89% One or more of the listed requirements is either missing or not adequately completed. The assignment is prepared at above average standards.

C – 70-79% The assignment has been attempted and criteria have been adequately met at a basic (graduate) level. 

D – 60-69% There is evidence that an effort has been made to prepare the assignment; however, the requirements were marginally realized.
01/10 – Session 1
Introduction and Overview


Course Introduction & Requirements



What is Polity



Basic Types of Polity

Readings:

Conrad Wright, Walking Together, Chapter 1, Chapter 7

Conrad Wright, Congregational Polity
Williston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism:
Robert Browne’s Statement of Congregational Principles (pp. 1-17)

The London Confession of 1589 (pp. 28-32)

01/7 – Session 2
European Roots and Nature of Gathered Church


The history of Polity



Influences on Unitarian and Universalist Polity



The Pilgrims and Puritanism 

Readings:

Conrad Wright, Walking Together, Chapter 1, Chapter 7

Conrad Wright, Congregational Polity
Williston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism:
Robert Browne’s Statement of Congregational Principles (pp. 1-17)

The London Confession of 1589 (pp. 28-32)

01/24 – Session 3
Cambridge Platform


The Cambridge Platform & Calvinism 



Unitarian and Universalist Heresies

Readings:

Peter Hughes, The Cambridge Platform 
Optional Readings:
Charles Howe, For Faith and Freedom

George Williams, The Radical Reformation, Chapters 32-33

David Parke, The Epic of Unitarianism, Chapters 1-2

Alice Blair Wesley, Myths of Time and History, pp. 89-110
01/31 – Session 4
Vision, Mission, Covenant, & Theology 



Creed versus Covenant



Five Smooth Stones & the Five Jagged Rocks
Readings:

Walter Herz, Redeeming Time
Paul Rasor and Susan Ritchie, Unitarian and Universalist Professions of Faith
Alice Blair Wesley, Our Covenant: The 2000-01 Minns Lecture
James Luther Adams, Five Smooth Stones of Religious Liberalism

Glenn Canfield, The Purpose and Function of the Church

02/07 – Session 5
Consolidation – Association – Organization 


Individualism versus Commonweal



Ethical Violations of Congregational Polity

Readings:

James Luther Adams, Voluntary Associations
Warren Ross, The Promise and the Premise
UUA Commission on Appraisal, Belonging
UUA Commission on Appraisal, Interdependence
UU World, Winter 2012, Fred Muir’s The End of iChurch

02/14 – Session 6
Denominational Conundrums



Denominational Politics & Missteps



Congregational Self-Determination and Ministerial Authority

Readings:

Warren Ross, The Promise and the Premise
Dan Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry


David Bumbaugh, The Marketing of Liberal Religion


Optional Reading:
Duncan Howlett, The Fourth American Faith
02/21 – Session 7
Governance & Unitarian Universalist Ministry

Readings:

Dan Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry


UUA  Bylaws and Rules

UUA MFC Policies & UUA MFC Rules

UUMA Guidelines and Code of Professional Practice

Fulfilling the Call: A Model for UU Ministry in the 21st Century

02/28 – Session 8
The Unitarian Universalist Ministry


Authority and Accountability; the “Right Hand of Fellowship”, the “Living 
Tradition”, Robes, Stoles & Howell’s “Thirteen Admonitions”

Readings:

Dan Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry


Christine Robinson, 2008 Berry Street Essay “Imagineering Soul: Finding 
Soul at Disney World”

Michael Jinkins, Docents in the House of Wonder, Fall 2002


Journal of Religious Leadership, Vol. 1, No. 2

Erik Wikstrom, Serving With Grace

Optional Readings:
Wikipedia articles on: Martin Luther’s 95 Theses & the Protestant Reformation

03/07 – Session 9 
Church Dynamics, Growth, and Trends



Contemporary Issues in Congregational Polity

Readings:
Dan Hotchkiss, Governance and Ministry


Israel Galindo, The Hidden Lives of Congregations
UUA Commission on Appraisal, Belonging
UU World, Winter 2011, Faith in Our Future article
UU World, Winter 2012, Fred Muir’s The End of iChurch article
03/14 – Session 10
Worship, Preaching, and Spreading the Gospel


What Makes Unitarian Universalist Worship Distinct


Readings:

UUA Commission on Common Worship, Leading Congregations in Worship
Wayne Arnason and Kathleen Rolenz, Worship That Works
Commission on Appraisal, Engaging Our Theological Diversity

UUA, Welcoming Congregation
