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Course Description
This sequence course provides an introduction to the history of Christian thought in its political, social, and institutional contexts, from the Reformation to the Enlightenment.  The focus is on the development of theology, which provides the basis for contemporary theological reflection.  Topics include: central themes of Lutheran and Reformed theology, the Catholic Reformation, varieties of orthodoxy, rationalism and deism, pietism and John Wesley, the beginnings of empiricism and German idealism, the rise of science, and the historical consciousness.

Required Texts

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (abridged) (Westminster/John Knox 2001) ISBN 0-664-22298-6
Marie Dentière, Epistle to Marguerite de Navarre and Preface to a Sermon by John Calvin (Chicago 2004) ISBN 978-0226142791
Justo Gonzalez, The Story of Christianity, vol 2, The Reformation to the Present Day (HarperCollins, 1985) ISBN 978-0061855894
Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics (Cambridge, 1997) ISBN 978-0521575423
Martin Luther, Three Treatises (Fortress Press, 1943-70) ISBN 978-0800616397
Additional required readings will be available on the course Canvas page.  
Grading

Each student will prepare 4 papers of 3 pages each.  You will choose which four readings you will write about in the first week.  Papers may be on primary or secondary sources, but may not be on Gonzalez.  Each student must write at least once on either Hume or Kant’s Prolegomena.  Each discussion will begin with one student posting his or her paper on one author to begin our conversation.  We may or may not discuss authors for which there is no paper.  Papers will be posted by Thursday at noon.  All students will post a one-paragraph response to the paper and/or reading by Monday at noon.  All students will read all postings and post an additional one paragraph reflection or comment by Wednesday at noon.  Each paper is worth 20% of your grade, and the quality of your postings over the quarter is worth 20% of your grade.  Late postings will not be accepted.  Students presenting on the readings that are on the syllabus for our face-to-face sessions on February 9 and 10 should bring 2 copies of their papers to class and be prepared to read them as a way of initiating discussion.

Discussions will begin with the presentation of one or more brief analytical essays written by a student.  Papers will be graded according to the following 4 criteria: 1. A clearly stated claim; 2. Textual evidence to support the claim; 3. Quality of writing (organization, proper use of sentences and paragraphs, grammar, spelling, and all other mechanics); 4. Depth and seriousness of analysis.  In a short paper the claim typically appears as the last sentence of the introductory paragraph (if it is not there the writer needs clearly to mark where it is, since otherwise readers will assume that sentence is the claim).  A claim states the conclusion of the argument put forward in the paper.  You have a great deal of freedom here.  A claim might state what is the most important idea in the reading, or what the author must assume to make his or her argument, or what the logical extension of that argument might be, or how that argument relates to other readings on our syllabus, or what the author gets right or wrong, etc.   In a short paper you will likely not be able to summarize the all the points the author makes, nor should you try.  Part of your task of analysis is to prioritize what is most important to lift up for discussion for our class.  Your paper will likely not follow the same organization as the reading under analysis, since the logic of your argument will not be the same as the logic of the argument of the reading.  If your paragraphs tend to begin “And then . . .;  Next . . .” then it is probably time to go back and do at least one more draft and re-think what you are presenting and how.  Papers for this class are a little closer to the summary end of the spectrum than a term paper might be, since they are the basis for our discussion.  But they are still papers that make engage the text by making a point about the text.  At the end, some questions for discussion should be proposed.

The purpose of the papers is three-fold: the first is to encourage deep engagement 

with the texts; the second is to encourage a habit of discussion that is open, respectful, and rigorous.  This is best accomplished when the analytical essays take a charitable stance towards the readings.  Some of them will seem old-fashioned, and the writers may have different concerns than do we.  As in any good conversation, it is important first to try to see where the writer is coming from, rather than to be dismissive of his or her ideas.  There will be plenty of time later to decide what is useful to you and what is not.   We must begin with an accurate understanding of what is actually going on in the essay.  Third, these section papers will help develop your skills as readers and writers.  A great number of studies show that “peer-review” is a very effective way to teach writing.  The feedback you get on these papers during discussion will be quite valuable. 

Special Needs
Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303-765-1146.
Course Schedule
N.B.  Lectures are available as podcasts on the course Canvas page.  There is a lot of preparation for the face-to-face sessions on February 6 and 7.  Please plan accordingly.  Attendance at Gathering Days is mandatory.
Week of January 6

Part I: Introduction
Lecture 1:
Outline of the course; the medieval synthesis; challenges to the synthesis 

Reading:
González, chap. 1

Sign up for readings on Canvas page by Friday

Week of January 13
Lecture 2:
Augustine and medieval theories of justification 

Lecture 3:
Introduction to Luther 

Reading:
González, chap. 2

Briggs, “A History of Our Own: What Would a Feminist History of Theology Look Like?
Post papers on Briggs by Thursday 1/16 at noon

Week of January 20
Part II:  The Reformation


Lecture 4:
Luther, Continued
Reading:
Luther, “The Freedom of a Christian,” Three Treatises 277-316


Luther, “To the Christian Nobility . . .,” Three Treatises 7-44 (skim to p. 


112)



González, chaps. 3 and 4

Post first response to Briggs paper by Monday at noon

Post second response by Wednesday at noon

Post Luther papers by Thursday at noon

Week of January 27
Lecture 5:
Introduction to Zwingli, and the Anabaptists

Lecture 6:
Introduction to Calvin

Reading:
Luther, “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church,” Three Treatises 123-



206

Gerrish, “Discerning the Body . . .” (coursepack)

González, chaps. 5-6

Post first response to Luther papers by Monday at noon

Post second response by Wednesday at noon

Post Luther and Gerrish papers by Thursday at noon

Week of February 3—Gathering Days
Lecture 7:
Religion of the Head delivered in class
Reading:
Calvin, Institutes (we will discuss in class next week)

Dentière, Epistle . . ., ix-xxvii, 1-94 (we will discuss in class)


González, chaps. 7-9

N.B. Calvin’s Institutes are divided into 4 books.  Students should pick 1 of these 4 to write on.  Students may not write on predestination unless they are writing on Book 3. 

We will discuss the first two books of Calvin’s Institutes on Thursday 2/6.  We will discuss books 3 and 4, and all of Dentière, on Friday 2/7.  Students writing on Dentière or Calvin should be prepared to begin our discussion by reading their paper aloud in class.  They should also post these papers before class begins on the Canvas page so that Joshua and I can grade them, and so that fellow students can read along if they wish.
Week of February 10—Rest and catch up
Week of February 17
Reading:


Davis, “The Rites of Violence…”

Documents from the Council of Trent in Leith, “Creeds of Modern Roman Catholicism” 



González, chaps. 10-17

Papers on Davis and Trent posted by Thursday at noon
Week of February 24  Part III:  Religion of the Head:  Orthodoxy and Rationalism

Lecture 8:
Religion of the Heart (podcast)

Lecture 9:
The Rise of Science

Reading:
Edward, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, “De Veritate” 
González, chaps. 18-27

Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding excerpts on Canvas
Monday noon first post on Davis and Trent

Wednesday noon second post on Davis and Trent

Post papers on Edward and Hume by Thursday at noon

Week of March 3
Part IV:  Religion of the Heart:  Pietism and John Wesley
Lecture 10:  Introduction to Kant (podcast)

Reading:
Wesley, Sermons 40 and 43

Part V:  Modern Challenges:  The Rise of History and Science
Reading:  Kant:  “What Is Enlightenment?” available online at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kant-whatis.html)

Kant, Prolegomena, 5-34
Post first responses to Edward and Hume papers by Monday at noon

Post second responses by Wednesday at noon

Post Kant papers by Thursday at noon
Week of March 10
Lecture 11:
Kant and the Modern World (podcast)

Lecture 12:
The Rise of History (podcast)

Reading:
Kant:  Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, 34-120

Post first responses to Kant papers by Monday at noon

Post second responses by Wednesday at noon

Post Kant papers by Thursday at noon



Monday March 17
Post one response to Kant papers by noon

