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Lectionary Preaching and Christian Doctrines

Styles of Preaching: Sermon Design

I. Two Basic Approaches
1. The Space-oriented Approach (traditional deductive approach): 
Building the sermon through outlines, points, and theme sentences
Goal: Teaching the truth through rational and conceptually oriented approaches
· A point-making sermon (3 sermonettes barely glued together)

· A verse-by-verse expository sermon

· The plain style (opening, biblical exposition, application with contemporary  illustrations, conclusion)
Strengths:

Weaknesses:
2. The Time-oriented Approach (inductive approach/the New Homiletic): 
Fred Craddock, As One without Authority (1971)
Making a movement like a string with an arrow in many fashions
Preaching as an event
Goal: Experiencing the truth through evoking imagination and feelings
· The dialectical movement: Thesis (what’s going on)→Antithesis (what ought to be done)→Synthesis (what can we do/how can it happen)
· Narrative preaching (making a plot): Eugene Lowry, The Homiletical Plot (1980)
1) Upsetting the equilibrium (Oops)

2) Analyzing the discrepancy (Ugh)

3) Disclosing the clue to resolution (Aha)

4) Experiencing the gospel (Whee)

5) Anticipating the consequences (Yeah)

· Storytelling preaching (character, setting, action, tone—e.g., Jesus’ parables): Eugene Lowry, How to Preach a Parable(1989)
1) Running the story

2) Delaying the story

3) Suspending the story

4) Alternating the story

· Preaching as a movement toward the “Ecstatic reinforcement” (low, go slowly, go high, strike fire, sit down): Henry Mitchell, Celebration and Experience in Preaching (1990)
· Preaching as a movement of a sequence of “moves”: David Buttrick, Homiletic (1987)
· Preaching as a Spiral movement (multi-sermonettes tightly glued together: episode by episode, consisting of vignettes; e.g., Jesus’ sequence of parables of the kingdom of God in Matthew: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who sowed a seed, a mustard seed, a yeast, a treasure hidden in a field, a merchant seeking beautiful pearl . . .”): Kim, Preaching the Presence of God (1999)
Strengths:

Weaknesses:

II. Styles of Shared Preaching (a group sermon)
1. A pair of sermons from two different texts

2. Two (or more than two) different sermons from different perspectives on a theological theme based on the same text.
3. Dialogue preaching: Sharing one sermon with the other(s)

4. One sermon preached by one preacher and a guest(s) such as a reporter, witness, singer, poet, dancer, etc.

5. One preacher acts (like in a first-person sermon) and the other reflects it. 
6. A skit, drama, etc.

