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Iliff School of Theology

Lectionary Preaching and Christian Doctrines

Course Syllabus

Summer 2014
(June 23–July 3, 1:00--4:30)

1. Instructor:  

Eunjoo Mary Kim 
Office Phone: 303-765-3196




E-Mail: ekim@iliff.edu




Office Hours: By Appointment Only

II. Course Description and Objectives:
This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to improve their preaching by deepening the understanding of Christian doctrines as they relate to the various seasons of the Christian year.  The ultimate goal of this course is not to merely introduce the pattern of lectionary preaching, but to help students enhance their authentic voice in preaching, through the followings objectives: 
1. To learn about the historical development of the liturgical seasons of the Christian year and the formation of the lectionary.
2. To deepen the understanding of doctrinal themes in relation to particular Christian seasons. 
3. To improve preaching skills and strategies through class workshops and feedback time.
4. To practice preaching as a shared ministry with classmates.  
*Note: Inclusive language is strongly urged in all conversations, preaching, and written assignments.  

III. Required Texts: (All are on reserve in the library.)
Peter Bower, Handbook for the Revised Common Lectionary. ISBN: 0664256570.

Eugene Lowry, Living with the Lectionary.  ISBN: 0687179211.

Hoyt Hickman, et al., The New Handbook of the Christian Year.  
ISBN: 0687277604.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship. ISBN: 978-0-684-8.

Jűrgen Moltmann, The Way of Jesus Christ.  ISBN: 978-0-800-628-260.

James W. Douglass, The Nonviolent Coming of God.  Ch. 2 (Available in Canvas). ISBN: 088344-753-3,

Pamela McCarroll, Waiting at the Foot of the Cross.  ISBN: 978-1-62032-063-1.

IV. Recommended Readings (all are on reserve in the library):
Richard Horsley, et al., Christmas Unwrapped: Consumerism, Christ, and Culture.

ISBN: 1563383195.

Feasting on the Word, Years A, B, C. ISBN: 978-0-664-23105-7, etc.

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Vols. 1, 2. 

ISBN: 987-0-664-25962-4, etc.

V. Resources for Sermon Preparation: 

Novels:  O. Hijulelos, Mr. Ives’ Christmas.



   S. Endo, Silence.

   E. Gaines, A Lesson Before Dying.

Movies:  Heaven and Earth.



  Dead Man Walking.



  Romero.

E-journals: workingpreacher.org



    goodpreacher.com



    pulpit.org
 

VI. Requirements:

1. Participation and Attendance.  Your faithful and punctual attendance of all classes and active and responsible participation in discussion and evaluation of peers’ sermons are required. You are expected to read all the assigned readings and be prepared for class discussions.  
The instructor should be informed in advance of any necessary absences.  You cannot pass the course if you are absent from more than one class.
In this course, we are committed to modeling the values Iliff embraces: diversity, mutual respect, accountability, honest communication, critical self-reflection, curiosity, creativity, and a sense of adventure.  In each class, we will do our best to respect differences and diversity in human life and learning experience.  Concerning plagiarism, refer to the section of “Academic Integrity” in the Master’s Student Handbook.  

2. Facilitator of one discussion session.  Prepare yourself to facilitate one discussion session (30-45 min.).  You need to 1) summarize the assigned readings with key words and 2) lead the class to discuss them with a couple of critical and constructive questions in relation to preaching.  You may need to prepare hard copies or a PowerPoint presentation (optional).

3. Two Sermons.  Sermons #1 and #2 will be preached in class. Your listeners can be either your local congregation or classmates:
A. Sermon #1.  It should be a 7-10 min. mini-sermon (no more, no less), paraphrasing a biblical story: 
1) Select one of the stories in the Gospels, in which Jesus is involved (e.g., his birth, baptism, working a miracle, death, resurrection, etc.).    

2) Paraphrase the story as follows: 

a. Imagine the scene of the story in your mind.  You may need to retrieve some hidden part of the story (written stories usually omit some details of the event).  Who and what do you see in the scene?  Who and what do you hear?

b. Stand in “the shoes” of a visible or invisible character in the story and read the story from that person’s point of view.  Or, pay attention to a specific image that you see in the story and reimagine the story focusing on that image.  

c. Deepen the theological meaning of the story, either from that person’s viewpoint or from that image’s implications. 

d. Recreate (or reconfigure) the story, incorporating the theological meaning you comprehended into the story, with a clear focus and function. 

3) Prepare to tell your recreated biblical story in class without a manuscript (an outline or notes are okay) on your scheduled date.  Refer to “Tips for Preaching without a Manuscript” posted on the Canvas home page. 
B. Sermon #2.  It should be a 12-15 min. sermon (no more, no less).  You may create a new sermon or recreate one of your old sermons based on class discussions and readings: 
   1) Deepen one of the liturgical themes discussed in class and select a liturgical season related to that theme.
2) Choose a lectionary text(s) of one Sunday included in that season from the Revised Common Lectionary.  
3) Explore and interpret the text, following instructions in “The Interpretive Process Form,” posted on the Canvas home page.  Fill out the Interpretive Process Form and post it in Canvas one day before your preaching date. 
4) Design the sermon, following one of the styles explained in Class #2 (The summary sheet of the styles is posted on the Canvas home page).  
5) Prepare to preach your sermon in class on your scheduled date.  In terms of delivery, you are welcome to take into the pulpit either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing–whatever enables you to preach most effectively.
4. A Group Project: Lectionary Texts in a liturgical Context.  The class will be divided into small groups.  Each group will choose one Sunday or a special day in the Christian calendar and create or recreate a worship service by using the four lectionary texts, including a 12-15 min. group sermon. The lectionary texts can be used creatively for preaching, prayer, singing, call to worship, charge, benediction, etc.  The length of each group presentation will be 25-30 minutes.  A brief summary (1-2 pages, single-spaced) of the entire process of the group project (one for each group) is required to be posted in Canvas by July 2 (Wed.).
5. Self-Evaluations.  The two individual sermons (Requirement #3) and the group project (Requirement #4) will be video-taped. Watch them, write up a one-page, double-spaced self-evaluation for each, and post it in Canvas within two days after each recording.  When you write the self-evaluation, concentrate on what was strong and weak in substance and delivery and two or more goals you have for improving your preaching and worship leadership.
VII. Course Grading/Evaluation:
The Pass/Fail option is used.  The students who want to contract for a letter grade must send a note to the instructor in writing by June 24 (Tue.).  In order to ensure accountability and fairness, the following grading system will be applied.  You will receive the grade of “P” by achieving 81% (“B”) and above.  

Requirement #1 ……….…..……………….……………….….20% 


Requirement #2…..…………………………………………….10%   


Requirement #3…..………….………………………………….40% (2 x 20%)

Requirement #4………………….…...…………….…………...20%


Requirement #5…………………………………………………10% (2 x 3% + 4%) 








    ___________








    Total 100%

The Iliff grading system is a five-letter system from A through F with pluses and minuses. In computing grade point average (GPAs), grades are assigned the following numerical values (The 2013-2014 Master’s Student Handbook, p. 79): 


A : 4.00   (100 − 96%)

A-: 3.75   (95 – 91%)


B+: 3.25   (90 – 86%)


B : 3.00   (85 – 81%)


B-: 2.75   (80 − 76%)


C+: 2.25   (75 – 71%)


C : 2.00   (70 – 66%)

Late submissions (unexcused and excused) will result in lowering your grade (-2 points for each late submission).  The deadline of late submissions is July 7 (Sun.).  Late submissions may not receive written comments from the instructor.
Both unexcused and excused absences will result in lowering your grade (-3 points).
Incomplete Policy: Students are responsible for following the procedures outlined in the Master’s Student Handbook.
ADA Policy: Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303.765.1146.
VIII. Degree Learning Goals:

Theology and Religious Practices (PR): engage in analysis of contemporary religious traditions and institutions in order to assess, design, and perform meaningful leadership practices with sensitivity to contextual realities and relationship (Master’s Student Handbook, 2013-2014, p. 12).

                            Course Schedule
Class #1 (Mon. 6/23):  
Meditation 
Getting acquainted


Components of preaching


Criteria for sermon evaluation

Syllabus Review

The history and structure of the Revised Common Lectionary

Doctrinal approaches to lectionary preaching


Preparation for Sermon #1 

Readings: Bower (bring this book to class); Lowry, Chs. 2 & 3 (pp. 37-88). 
Class #2 (Tues. 6/24):

Sermon #1: David, Gina

The evolution of the Christian calendar 


Strategies for lectionary preaching

Preparation for Sermon #2


Group formation and preparation for group projects (Requirement #4)
Readings: Hickman, et al., Chs. 1-4 (pp. 13-48).
Class #3 (Wed. 6/25):

Sermon #1: Brenda, _________

Class discussions: 
1) Context for preaching: What is the reality of our world in which our congregations are situated?  What are your theological concerns about the contemporary Christian church in the US?

2) Christology and preaching: Who is Jesus for you and for your congregation?  


Readings: 
1) McCarroll, Ch. 5 (pp. 89-98) & Ch. 7/1st -3rd sections (pp. 142-162).


2) Moltmann, II (pp. 38-72): Facilitator--Kim.  

Class #4 (Thu. 6/26): 

Sermon #1: Barb, Chi-Hoon
Class discussions: Christmas – Epiphany
1) Have you ever heard a memorable Christmas sermon?  How did the sermon unfold the meaning of Jesus’ birth?  What is your own understanding of the incarnation of God?

2) Have you ever experienced the revelation of God in your life?  Where do we find God’s revelation in our world? 

Readings: 
1) Moltmann, III/1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 (pp. 73-115): Facilitator--David

Suggested readings: 
1) Hickman, et al., Ch. 5/A, B, D-J; Horsley, et al.

HClass #5 (Fri. 6/27):

Sermon #2: Christmas/Epiphany – David

Class discussions: Lent – Holy Week
1) Why did Jesus have to suffer and die?

2) What does the crucifixion of Jesus mean for you?

Readings:

1)  Moltamnn, IV (pp. 151-212): Facilitator--Gina


2)  McCarroll, Ch. 7/4th section (pp. 162-170). 


Suggested readings: 
1) Hickman, et al., Ch. 6/A-H.


Preparation for Group Projects

Class #6 (Mon. 6/30): 


Sermon #2: Lent/Holy Week--Gina
Class discussions: Easter/Pentecost
1) What is the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection for you?

2) What do you think is the relationship between Jesus’ resurrection and the experience of Pentecost?

3) How do you see the Spirit of God moving in your personal and communal life?

Readings: 
1)  Moltmann, V (pp. 213-273): Facilitator—Barb


2)  McCarroll, Ch. 7/5th section (pp. 170-172).

Suggested Readings: 
1) Hickman, et al., Ch. 6/I-N   
Class #7 (Tue. 7/1):


Sermon #2: Easter ____________; Pentecost—Barb


Class discussions: Discipleship/the Church
1) What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus as an individual believer and as a community of faith?

2) What are the obstacles for you and your church to be a faithful follower of Jesus?


Readings: 
1) Bonhoeffer, Introduction & Ch. 1 (pp. 37-114): Facilitator—Brenda


2) McCarroll, Ch. 7/7th section (pp. 172-182).

Suggested readings: 
1) Hickman, et al., Chs. 7 & 8.    

Class #8 (Wed. 7/2):


Sermon #2: Discipleship/the Church—Brenda 

Class discussions: Advent
1) What are you waiting for?

2) Where do you find “the signs of hope”? 


Readings: 
1) Moltmann, VII (pp. 313-341) & 2) Douglass, Ch. 2: 
Facilitator--Chi-Hoon.



3) McCarroll, Ch. 7/8th section & Ch. 8 (pp. 182-207).

Suggested readings: 
1) Hickman, et al., Ch. 5/C. 

Preparation for Group projects
Class #9 (Thu. 7/3) 
 


Sermon #2: Advent--Chi-Hoon

Group projects: _________; _________ 


Lectionary critique


Course wrap-up and evaluation.  
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