Preaching in Christian Communities

Criteria for Sermon Evaluation
1. Theology:  In what ways does the sermon challenge or support your own theological understanding of the relationship among God, humanity, nature, and the world?  What makes the sermon meaningful to you in ways that matters to you, to your sense of who you are and/or how you are to live?
2. The Use of the Text:  Does the preacher have enough historical knowledge and information about the text?  Is the theological theme of the sermon derived from the proper interpretation of the text?  Is the meaning of the text creative and relevant to your life? 
3. The Relation to Contemporary Life:  Does the sermon connect to the concrete situation of the listeners?  Is the sermon based on the critical analysis of the context (cultural, social, political, historical, spiritual, existential, etc.)?  Are the illustrations and examples used appropriately?

4. Focus and Function: Are the focus and function of the sermon clearly delivered in the sermon?  Can you state each of them in one or two sentences?  

5. Form:  Is the outline or plot of the sermon clear and easy to follow for you as a listener (not as a reader)?  Does the form have a climax or a moment to evoke your emotional feelings as well as intellectual consensus with the message?  Can you draw the movement of the sermon?
6. Language:  Is the language truly oral/aural?  In other words, when you hear the sermon, does it ring in the ear with the cadence and pulse of speech, not that of an academic essay?  Does the language invite you to respond or control/force you to accept the preacher’s argument?  
7. Delivery and Presence:  Is preaching presented as a speaking event?  Are volume and articulation, congruence of tone and content, use of gestures and overall pulpit space, eye contact, etc. appropriate for you?
8. The Use of Audio-visual Objects: If technology and/or other audio-visual objects were used in preaching, was it effective to help you better understand the message?   Why or why not?
9. Other Comments 
