11
13

The Iliff School of Theology

IST20131 Preaching in Christian Communities 
Fall 2014
Monday, 1:00-4:30 
I. Instructor:
Eunjoo M. Kim   303-765-3196 (O) 720-489-5040 (H) ekim@iliff.edu 

Office hours: By appointment 

II. Course Description and Objectives:
This course is designed as an introductory preaching class for those who have no or a little experience at preaching.  The course aims to help the students gain fundamental knowledge about preaching and provide them with opportunities to practice preaching in a class setting.  Following are the detailed objectives of the course:  
· To learn a variety of theological understandings of preaching and a history of Christian preaching.
· To practice homiletical approaches, including the congregational analysis, biblical interpretation, sermon design, and the use of language that you can adapt to your own preaching.
· To enhance your authentic voice so that truth may come through you as effectively as possible.
· To learn to work as colleagues.  (I cannot overemphasize that the core of the course is in working together with your peers).  
III. MDIV Degree Learning Goals:

Theology and Religious Practices (PR): engage in analysis of contemporary religious traditions and institutions in order to assess, design, and perform meaningful leadership practices with sensitivity to contextual realities and relationship (Master’s Student Handbook, 2013-2014, p. 12).

IV. Required Texts (All are on reserve at the library):
· Allen, O. Wesley, Jr., Determining the Form: Structures for Preaching (ISBN: 978-0-8009-0444-8).
· Keck, Leander E., The Bible in the Pulpit: The Renewal of Biblical Preaching (ISBN: 0-687-03160-5).
· Kim, Eunjoo M., Women Preaching: Theology and Practice through the Ages (ISBN: 0829815279).
· Kim, Eunjoo M., Preaching in an Age of Globalization (ISBN: 9780664233693).

· Lowry, Eugene, How to Preach a Parable (ISBN: 0687179246).
· Lowry, Eugene, Living with the Lectionary (ISBN: 0687179211).
V. Recommended Texts (All are on reserve at the Library):

· Childers, Jana, Performing the Word: Preaching as Theatre (ISBN: 0-687-07423-1).
· Ware, Corinne.  Discover Your Spiritual Type: A Guide to Individual and 

Congregational Growth (ISBN: 1566991498).
VI. Suggested Texts (All are on reserve at the Library): 
· Bartlett, David L. and Barbara Brown Taylor (eds.), Feasting on the Word, Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary (ISBN: 978-0-664-23105-7, etc.)
VII. Requirements:

1. Participation.  Active and responsible participation in discussion and evaluation of peers’ sermons are required.  Students are expected to read all the assigned readings and post their written assignments in Canvas as scheduled.  
2. Attendance.  Faithful and punctual attendance at all class sessions is required.  The instructor should be informed in advance of any necessary absences. You cannot pass the course if you miss more than two classes.  
3. A 3-4 page essay on “Biblical Preaching” (double-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman).  The purpose of this assignment is to deepen your understanding of the relationship between Christian preaching and the Bible:

1) Read critically Keck’s Bible in the Pulpit.

2) Summarize Keck’s understanding of biblical preaching with your affirmation of its value and/or your critical and constructive comments on that.
3) Elaborate your own understanding of biblical preaching based on your critical reflection on Keck’s book. 

4) Post your essay in Canvas by 9/21 (Sun.), 11:59 p.m. and prepare to share it in Class #3. 
4. A 3-4 page essay on “What is preaching?” (double-spaced, 12 point, Times New Roman):

1) Suppose that you are invited to write an essay on “What is preaching?” for a pastoral journal.  
2) In order to prepare for your writing, reflect on what you have read in class in relation to your particular congregational context.  In addition, Childers’ Performing the Word is recommended to be read for this assignment. 
3) Articulate your own understanding of the nature and purpose of preaching and the image and role of the preacher.  In addition, what do you think is the pressing issue(s) in relation to the ministry of preaching in our contemporary context?  In your writing, you should prove that you read the assigned readings by including direct and/or indirect quotations from them.   
4) Post your essay in Canvas by 11/02 (Sun.), 11:59 p.m. and prepare to share it in Class #9.
5. Three sermons.  Three sermons are supposed to be preached in class.  You can prepare the sermons for your local congregation, a group of people in your actual ministerial setting other than a local church, your classmates, or the Iliff community:
A. Sermon #1 should be a 5-8 min. mini-sermon (no more, no less): 
1) Read Eugene Lowry’s book, How to Preach a Parable.  
2) Select one of the parables in the Bible as your sermon text.  
3) Paraphrase the parable (or craft your sermon) by using one of the approaches that are introduced in Lowry’s book.

4) Memorize and preach it without a manuscript (outlines may be okay) in class on your scheduled date.  You may refer to “Tips for Preaching without Manuscript” attached to the syllabus.
B. Sermon #2 should be a 12-18 min. lectionary sermon (no more, no less, including Scripture reading):
1) Select a biblical text from the Revised Common Lectionary, assigned for one of the major liturgical seasons such as Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and Pentecost. 
2) Explore the text following the “The Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation for Preaching,” attached to the syllabus.  Fill out the form and post it in Canvas by Monday, one week before your preaching date.  
3) Reflect on the theological theme that emerged from the interpretive process at a deeper level.
4) Design a sermon following one of the styles that are introduced in Allen’s Determining the Form.  
5) Prepare to preach your sermon in class on your scheduled date.  In terms of delivering your sermon, you are welcome to take into the pulpit either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing–whatever enables you to preach most effectively.
C. Sermon #3 should be a 12-18 min. topical sermon (no more, no less, including Scripture reading). 
1) Choose one of the theological or pastoral topics (e.g., forgiveness, salvation, prayer, racism, ecological crisis, consumerism, etc.) that is crucial to your congregation’s spiritual formation.  
2) Research your topic by analyzing what is going on in your church, society, and in the world and why this is going on in relation to the topic. 
3) Select a biblical text(s) appropriate to explore the theological meaning of your topic.  Listen to the text following “The Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation for Preaching” and discern theological guidance concerning your topic.  Fill out the form and post it in Canvas by Monday, one week before your preaching date. 
4) Design a sermon following one of the styles that are introduced in Allen’s book.
5) Prepare to preach your sermon in class on your scheduled date.  In terms of delivering your sermon, you are welcome to take into the pulpit either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing–whatever enables you to preach most effectively.
6. Self-Evaluation of the three sermons.  The three sermons preached in class will be videotaped.   Watch your sermon videos, write up a one-page, double-spaced self-evaluation of each sermon, and post it in Canvas within a week after the sermon is recorded. When you write the self-evaluation of each sermon, concentrate on what was strong and weak in substance and delivery and two or more goals you have for improving your preaching.

VIII. Evaluation:
The Pass/Fail option is used.  The students who want to contract for a letter grade must send a note to the instructor in writing by September 15 (Mon.).  The normal grading system is used for a letter grade.  In order to ensure accountability and fairness, the following grading system will be applied.  You will receive the grade of “P” by achieving 81% (“B”) or above.  

Requirements #1& #2 ……….…..……………….………21% 


Requirement #3…..………………………………………15%   


Requirement #4…..………….………………………...…15%


Requirement #5………………….…...…………………..40% 



10% (1st sermon) + 15% x 2 (2nd &3rd sermons)

Requirement #6……………………………………… …. 9% 


3% x 3 evaluations


    ____________








         Total 100%

The Iliff grading system is a five-letter system from A through F with pluses and minuses. In computing grade point average (GPAs), grades are assigned the following numerical values: 



A :       4.00   (100 − 96%)



A-:       3.75   (95 – 91%)



B+:      3.25   (90 – 86%)



B :       3.00   (85 – 81%)



B-:       2.75   (80 − 76%)



C+:      2.25   (75 – 71%)



C :       2.00   (70 – 66%)

(Masters Student Handbook, 2013-14, p. 79)

*Late submissions (unexcused and excused) will result in lowering your grade (-2 points for each late submission).  The deadline of late submissions is November 17 (Mon.).  Late submissions may not receive written comments from the instructor.

*Both unexcused and excused absences will result in lowering your grade (-5 points for each).
*The use of inclusive language is strongly urged in all discussions, sermons, writings, etc.
*Incomplete Policy: Students are responsible for the procedures outlined in the document, “Incomplete Courses” attached to the end of this syllabus.

*ADA Policy: Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303. 765.1146.

Course Schedule

Class #1 (9/08):


     Meditation 


Getting Acquainted

Many Voices of Preaching


Components of Preaching

Criteria for Sermon Evaluation


Syllabus Review

Preparation for Sermon #1


Readings: Lowry, How to Preach a Parable.
Class #2 (9/15):




Preaching Sermon #1: _________, ___________


Theologies of Preaching


Readings: Kim, PIAAOG, Chs. 1, 2, 3.

Class 3 (9/22):



Preaching Sermon #1: _________, _________ 



Preaching and the Bible


Discussion on Requirement #3 (“Biblical Preaching”)


Preparation for Sermon #2 


Readings: Kim, PIAAOG, Chs. 4; Keck.

Class #4 (9/29):



Preaching Sermon #1: _________, _________
Sermon Design and the Use of Language


Readings: Allen; Kim, PIAAOG, Ch. 5.
Class #5 (10/06):




Preaching Sermon #2: __________, ____________


Context for Preaching and Spiritual Types



Recommended Readings: Ware

Class #6 (10/13):


Preaching Sermon #2: ___________, ___________ 



Lectionary Preaching



Preparation for Sermon #3



Readings: Lowry, Living with the Lectionary; 
Class #7 (10/20): 



Preaching Sermon #2: ___________, ____________







History of Preaching



Readings: Kim, WP.

Class #8 (10/27):
Preaching Sermon #3: ____________, ___________
Preaching as an Art of Shared Ministry
Class #9 (11/03):


Preaching Sermon #3: __________, __________


Discussion on Requirement #4 (“What is preaching?”)


Recommended Readings: Childers.
Class #10 (11/10): 


Preaching Sermon #3: __________, ___________
Course Wrap-up
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Tips for Preaching Without a Manuscript

The most important thing about preaching a sermon without a manuscript is to tell the sermon in your own words in your own way. 

1. Write your sermon manuscript.

2. Read the manuscript several times.

3. Tell it in your own words without looking at the manuscript.

4. Read the manuscript again to see if you left out any important points.

5. Tell it again, making it your own.  

6. Make the listeners “feel “and “see” the sermon by:

· Using simple words.  Remember people only remember half of what they hear.  Use words that will evoke pictures in the listeners’ minds.  If you can picture the scene in your mind as you relate the sermon, the listeners will be able to also.  

· Using dialogue whenever possible—say the words the way that the characters would.  You can use a slight accent or dialect, but not too strong because people will be distracted by the accent and forget to follow the sermon line.

· Being consistent with vocal expressions and different pitch or tone of voice for each character’s lines if they are used; then you do not have to always state who said what because people will know by the tone of voice or your body posture.

· Using appropriate gestures.  Inappropriate gestures may distract from the words.  

The Seven Steps of Biblical Interpretation for Preaching

Dr. Eunjoo Mary Kim
Stage I: The First Naïveté (Premodern)
1. Prayerful Preparation.  Biblical interpretation for preaching begins with prayerful preparation through which the preacher prepares to hear the text with a faithful heart.  Through prayer, the preacher invokes the Holy Spirit to be present and work with her throughout the whole process of interpretation.

Write down your prayers: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Text Selection.  A biblical text(s) can be selected at least by one of the following ways: 

1) lectio continua 

2) a lectionary 

3) a local church calendar 

4) a preacher’s choice of text  

What was your method to select a text(s)?

___________________________________________________________________

When selecting a text, consider it in a larger context.  
What are the previous and later paragraphs of the text about?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What grammatical and literary factors caused you to determine the text (e.g., connectors between paragraphs, shifts in style, mood, location, and activity before and after the given verses, etc.)?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The selected text needs to either be translated from the original language or 
compared with a variety of modern translations in order to arrive at the most 

accurate translation and make a smooth reading.  What kind of translations did you refer to?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Attentive Reading (Intuitive Imagination).  After determining the text, the preacher reads it from the heart, without any aid of commentaries or books written about the text.  

Read the whole text slowly, aloud, and repeatedly until the whole text is engraved in your mind and heart (you may use the method of Lectio Divina).  Do not concentrate too much on single words or sentences within the text.  Instead, read it comprehensively and meditatively.  

Write down words or draw symbols and pictures or compose a song inspired from your imaginative and meditative listening to the text.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you have any questions or issues in relation to the text, write them down. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Stage II: Historical Criticism (Modern)
4. Critical Understanding (Historical Imagination).  In this stage, the preacher deepens her understanding of the text with the help of critical studies.  Biblical dictionaries, commentaries, and other theological books help us read the text as “the other” and stretch our imagination by providing background knowledge and information about the socio-cultural context of the original audience, the author’s intention, some images, metaphors, stories, historical events, doctrines, and theological terms in the text.  

What kind of biblical resources did you refer to?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If the preacher had specific questions about the text in Step 3, now it is time to research on them to gain appropriate answers. 
If you gain some helpful information or answers to your questions, write them down:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
Stage III: The Second Naïveté (Postmodern)

5. Sensitive Listening (Empathetic Imagination).  Not all the knowledge and information about the text nor every insight and imaginative idea of the preacher is useful for creating a sermon because the sermon is targeted on a particular congregation that is situated in a particular socio-cultural and existential context.  Thus, it is important for the preacher to listen to the daily lives of the congregation with pastoral sensitivity.  

What are the characteristics of your congregation as a group (race, gender, class,

age, geographical location, theological orientation, etc.)?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you describe the larger world to which your congregation belongs? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that your congregation has some spiritual or social issues that need your theological guidance?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In your congregational context, how could the text be heard by your individual listeners?  Can you imagine some of their faces when they listen to the text?  What would be their initial reactions to the text?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Dynamic Interaction (Analogical Imagination).  The dynamic interaction or to-and-fro movement between the world of the text and that of the listeners has been done from the beginning of the interpretive process.  In this step, however, the preacher narrows the gap between the text and the context and focuses on a specific theme or image among many insights and ideas that the preacher has gained imaginatively through the previous steps.
What would be a specific theme or image emerging from the text that appeals to your congregation?  How relevantly does it relate between the historical context of the text and your congregational context?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

7. Theological Reflection.  Retell the text from a particular view of the congregation and clarify the center of gravity of the text for the sermon.  The center of gravity of the text will be the focus of the sermon, that is, the central idea or unifying theme of the sermon (“what the sermon aims to say”).  Once the unified theme is determined, the preacher needs to reflect on that at a deeper level by meditating it and referring to some theological resources in relation to that theme.
What kind of theological resources (books, articles, magazines, etc.) did you refer to in order to deepen your understanding of the theme?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write down the focus statement of your sermon in 1-2 sentences:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When the focus of the sermon relates to a particular experience of the congregation and is reflected in a certain theological perspective, the function of the sermon is determined.  The function of the sermon means “what the sermon aims to do.”  In other words, what does the preacher expect the impact of preaching to be on the listeners?  To comfort them?  To challenge them?  To teach them?  To encourage them?    

Write down the function statement of your sermon in 1-2 sentences:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The process of the seven steps is not in a linear but in a spiral order.  Some steps need to be visited again and again until the preacher creates a new meaning of the text relevant to her particular congregation.   
INCOMPLETE COURSES

Faculty will clarify at the beginning of each quarter whether or not they will accept Incompletes in special circumstances. If faculty choose not to allow Incompletes for any reason, that should be stated on the syllabus. Faculty will distribute to students a copy of the procedures and policies regarding Incompletes at the beginning of each course. Please note that an Incomplete given by an instructor without the appropriate form is recorded on the transcript as an “F."

If Incompletes are allowed, the following procedures will be followed: 

a.
The request must be made in writing to the instructor before the end of the quarter, using an Incomplete request form available from the Office of the Registrar. The instructor, if in agreement with the request, signs the Incomplete request form and forwards it to the dean for approval. The approved incomplete request is given to the registrar and a copy is sent to the student and the instructor. A separate form is needed for each Incomplete requested. 

b.
When the work is completed, the student must turn the work in to the registrar who will forward it to the instructor. The instructor will submit the grade to the registrar normally by the end of the quarter in which the work is submitted. The Business Office will bill students ($20.00 per incomplete) for the fee. 

c.
Incompletes automatically turn into failing grades after four quarters (one calendar year). The latest time to turn in incomplete work is the last day of class of the fourth quarter. See the Academic Calendar at the front of the Masters Student Handbook for dates. Extensions will not be given for Incompletes beyond the established four quarters. 

d.
If work for an incomplete is turned in later than one quarter after the end of the course, the work may be graded on a Pass/Fail basis, at the discretion of the instructor. At the discretion of the instructor, students taking an Incomplete may be required to attend class sessions at the next course offering to finish the course requirements, provided the course is offered within the established time frame. 

e.
Normally, students with 10 or more credits of outstanding Incompletes at one time will not be allowed to register. 

Courses in which an Incomplete has been granted but not yet completed are not included in the student’s GPA calculations.
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