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Preliminary Reading List

This is a preliminary reading list for those who would like to get ahead during the Christmas break.   These are all “basic” texts, which anyone who wishes to understand liturgical theology, and especially the liturgical tradition of Anglicanism, ought to read.

Relax.   You will not read all these during this course, but all these books are important, and as in all theological disciplines, the more you read, particularly of foundational texts, the better grasp of the theological enterprise you will have.   There are no short-cuts, and part of the goal of this course is to shape your sensibilities so that during the rest of your life, you will know where to go for reliable theological reflection on liturgy.

When you read, never forget that there are often jewels in the footnotes.

Some of these books may well be out of print.   If Amazon does not help you, you may spend a great deal of money at www.bookfinder.com.

The Core Text

John Macquarrie, A Guide to the Sacraments (Continuum 1998)

Macquarrie was one of the greatest Anglican systematic theologians of the 20th century, and all his books are valuable.   This is likely to be the core text of the course, and though I may change this, you will benefit hugely by reading this book and grasping the issues he covers.

Classic Texts

O. C. Quick, The Christian Sacraments (Nisbet 1927, subsequent reprintings)

Quick was one of the great Anglican theologians of the first half of the 20th century, and this study, though now quite old, was read by all later Anglican liturgical theologians, and has had a huge influence.

Gregory Dix, The Shape of the Liturgy (New edition Continuum 2005)

First published in 1945, Dix’s masterpiece revolutionised liturgical studies, and had an effect on later liturgical revision that we still feel.   Dix’s work has been criticised and revised since, and there is a helpful introduction by Simon Jones in this edition that helps to explain the issues.   But in spite of subsequent developments in the field, no one could write like Dix, and his book is worth reading for its status as literature as well as for its contribution to scholarship.

Massey Shepherd, The Oxford American Prayer Book Commentary (Oxford 1950,subsequent reprintings)
Shepherd was the dean of American liturgical theologians in the mid-20th    century, and was an architect of the American 1979 BCP.   Like Quick and Macquarrie, he has had an incalculable influence.   This is his commentary on the American 1928 BCP, and is still worth consulting.

Indispensable Reference Books

Cheslyn Jones et al. (edd.), The Study of the Liturgy (Revised edition SPCK and OUP 1992)

A collection of important essays by an ecumenical team of scholars, with a large proportion of Anglicans among them.   Now 20 years old, it is a bit out-of-date here and there, but is still a good place to begin on a range of subjects.

Marion Hatchett, Commentary on the American Prayer Book (Seabury Press 1981)

The successor to Shepherd’s commentary on the 1928 BCP, this book is full of learning.   While one might disagree with Hatchett here and there, there is no doubting his considerable learning.   And of course he was involved with the making of the 1979 BCP.

Charles Hefling and Cynthia Shattuck (edd.), The Oxford Guide to the Book of Common Prayer:  A Worldwide Survey  (Oxford 2006)

Now the standard reference book on the BCP, with articles on history and the life of the BCP around the Anglican Communion.

Other Useful Titles

Anglican

Charles Price and Louis Weil, Liturgy for Living (Revised edition Morehouse 2000)

The second edition of a book by Price for an earlier version of The Church’s Teaching Series.   Price was an eminent liturgist, and another contributor to the American 1979 BCP.   Weil is now the dean of Episcopalian liturgists, having retired from Massey Shepherd’s chair at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific.

Mark McIntosh, Mysteries of Faith (Cowley 2000)

Volume 8 of the excellent New Church’s Teaching Series, all of which you should have read by the end of your theological studies.   Although not specifically about liturgy, McIntosh is the John Macquarrie of his generation, and this reflection on the Christian faith will inform your liturgical studies.

Louis Weil, A Theology of Worship (Cowley 2002)

The successor to Price and Weil Liturgy for Living (see above), this is Volume 12 in The New Church’s Teaching Series.   A fine book from a great teacher and perceptive liturgical theologian.

John Macquarrie, Paths in Spirituality  (Second edition SCM 1992)


A classic book of liturgical spirituality.

Stephen Conway (ed.), Living The Eucharist:  Affirming Catholicism and the Liturgy  (Darton, Longman and Todd 2001)

A fresh look at the Eucharist and its celebration by a group of English Anglicans who identify themselves with the Affirming Catholicism movement of the last two decades.

Roman Catholic

Owen Cummings, Canterbury Cousins:  The Eucharist in Contemporary Anglican Theology  (Paulist 2007)

A sensitive and useful survey by a Roman Catholic theologian who is sympathetic to the Anglican tradition.

Owen Cummings, Liturgical Snapshots:  Reflections on the Richness of our Worship Tradition  (Paulist 2012)


Another thoughtful book by Cummings, with a  fine chapter on Macquarrie.

Paul McPartlan, The Eucharist Makes the Church:  Henri de Lubac and John Zizioulas in Dialogue  (Reprinted  2006 by Eastern Christian Publications)

A seminal study of two of the greatest theologians (de Lubac, a Roman Catholic, and Zizioulas, an Orthodox) on the subject of Eucharistic ecclesiology.
Nathan Mitchell, Meeting Mystery:  Liturgy, Worship, Sacraments  (Orbis 2007)

An important basic book by one of the best Roman Catholic theologians in the field.   Mitchell is the editor of the liturgy journal Worship, which the Iliff Library takes, and which is always full of good articles in every issue.

Orthodox

There has been no one as influential as Alexander Schmemann in Orthodox liturgical studies, and the following three books reflect the broad range of his thought.   He will seem foreign in some respects, but he has had an influence well beyond the bounds of Orthodoxy.

The Eucharist  (St Vladimir’s Seminary Press 2000)

For the Life of the World  (St Vladimir’s Seminary Press 2000)

Liturgy and Tradition:  Theological Reflections of Alexander Schmemann  (St Vladimir’s Seminary Press 1990)
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