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story and my mythic background distorted by the absence of any
ages of my foremothers in power. Your inclusion of african genital
utilation wasan important and necessary piece in any consideration
sf-female ecology., and too little has been written about it. But to im-
ubly, however, that all women suffer the same oppression simply
ecause we are womery, is to lose sight of the many varied tools of
atriarchy. It is to ignore how those tools are used by wormen without

wareness against each other.

o dismiss our black foremothers may well be to dismiss where
uropean women learned to love. Asan african-american woman in
1 am used to having my archetypal experience

sstorted and trivialized but it is terribly painful to feel it being done

y awoman whose knowledge so much matches my own. As Women-
dentified women, we cannot afford to repeat these same old destruc-

ive, wasteful errors of recogpition.
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’ d others. It is this

nakes accessible through language to ourselves an
depth within each of us that nurtures vision.

- What you excluded from Gyn/Ecology dismisse
the heritage of all other non-european women, au
connections that exist between all of us.

Itis obvious that you bave donea tremendous amount of work for this
book. But simply because s0 little material on non-white female power
and symbol exists in white women's words from a radical feminist
perspective, to exclude this aspect of connection from even comment in
your work is to deny the fountain of non-european female strength and
power that nurtures each of our visions. Itisto make a point by choice.

"Then to realize that the only quotations from black women's words
were the ones you used to introduce your chapter on african genital

mutilation, made me question why you needed to use them at all. For

my part, I felt that you had in fact misused my words, utilized them
only to testify against myself as a woman of color. For my words
which you uged were no more, nor less, illustrative of this chaptex,
than Poetry Is Not A Luxury or any number of my other poems might
have been of many other parts of Gyn/Ecology.

So the question arises inmy pind, Mary, do you ever really read the
work of black women? Did you ever read my words, or did youmere:
ly finger through them for guotations which you thought might
valuably support an already-conceived idea concerning some cldand
distorted connection between us? This is nota rhetorical question. To
me this feels like another ins
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ences between white women as a crea-
er than a reason for misunderstanding
ognize that, as women, those differ-
nces expose all women to various forms and degrees of patriarchal
oppression, some of which we share, and some of which we do not.
' For instance, surely you know that for non-white women in this coun-
try, there is an 80% fatality rate from. breast cancer; three times the
pumber of unnecessary cventurations, hysterectomies and steriliza-
tions as for white women; three times as many chances of being raped,
murdered, or assaulted as exist for white women. These are statistical
facts, not coincidences nor paranoid fantasies. I had hoped the lesbian
consciousness of having been sother” would make it easier to recognize
the differences that exist in the history and struggle of black women
and white women.

Within the community o

1 feel you do celebrate differ
sve force towards change, rath
nd separation. But you fail to rec

only out of a patriarchal
western-euro
Y?‘%lwords o e 49.0f G Pearans :pean frame of reference. Evep
o ger osﬁ;e;ihozvhlch Stelf-(;et;ltering women find, in finding our-
und, r own stren which we gi :
: u , give back to our S "
SSZE a ﬁ].fferent ring as we remember the old traditions of ;;Wivesgi'
womg; Ia;n_d t:}iulrturance found in the female bonding of afriiraln
1. It is there to be tapped by all
regelation of connection to f:hemse{ve& omen who do ot fear the
Whazivif YOL:I] éea.d my work, and the work of other black women, for
ot ;{21 legfgtli;/s_ you? Or lfid you hunt through only to find W(’)Ids
ize your chapier on African geni ilation i

! T genital mutilation

1 eygei:i;)iiztherillallack women? And if so, then why not use our wof(li:}tlz
A € or ?ustrate the other places where we connect in our bej
and ! et(_:tonunt‘g. If, on the other hand, it was not black women ;25

attempting to reach, in what i i
e foemping to reac at way did our words illustrate your
M
forczé'y(,)fl asl': that you be aware of how this serves the destructive
prces hrac1sm and separation between women —the assumpti
hat : ae;ztory and myth of white women is the legitimate anc? 5:112
groundy p rﬁyth of all women to call upon for power and back-
groun ,O?]? t dat non:whn’:e women and our herstories are note-
e gu , Y as decorations, or examples of female victimization. I ask
munyi;ty o (12 1a1wlrzre of the effect that this dismissal has upon theA com-
Tounity of acl women,. and how it devalues your own words. This
il kw))les not essentially differ from the specialized devalua'tions
happenme | ;Ck women prey, for instance, to the murders even now
g In your own city.* When patriarchy dismisses us, it en-

£ women, racism is a reality force within
my life as it s not within yours. The white women with hoods on in
Ohio handing out KKK literature on the street may not like what you
have to say, but they will shoot meon sight. (If you and I were to walk
intoa classroom of women in Dismal Gulch, Alabama, where the only
thing they knew about each of us was that we were both Lesbian/
Radical/Ferninist, you would see exactly what I mean.)

The oppression of women knows no ethnic nor racial boundaries,

true, but that does not mean it is identical within those boundaries.
nt power know these boundaries,

Nor do the reservoirs of our ancie
cither. To deal with one without even alluding to the other isto distort

our commonality as well as our difference.

For then beyond sisterhood, is still racism.
wThe Transformation of Silence Into

courages our m . !
dismisses us, it er‘:c](;?::;z.s iz\s]gixl:n Zaedlc;al lesbian feminist theory We first met at the MLA* panel,

This dismissal stands as a real block imse' L Language and Action.” Shortly before that date, T had decided never

0 communication between us. again to speak to white women. about racism. I felt it was wasted

ss, and

their destructive guilt and defensivene
might better be said by white women to
al cost to the speaker, and probably
mpts to break this silence.

in my consciousness. S0 as a

energy, because of
because whatever T had tosay
one another, at far less emotion
with a better hearing. This letter atte
1 would like not to have to destroy you
sister Hag, T ask you to speak to my perceptions.
Whether ot not you do, I thank you for what I have learned from you.

This block makes it fa 1
r easier to turn away f
. otu y from you complet
1;') e:t:z;? ‘;Z %I;:efttand the thinking behind your choicespSehzglctik;ig
r between us, or separation? Assimilati : ithi
soﬁlg; weI:stern-european herstory is not acceptable Rion within #
Wﬂhmy, ! ;1:1{ tilfat Iimu Fe—member what is dark and ancient and divine
o fo{- Sul:’se rtt a; aids your speaking. As outsiders, we need each
port and connection and all the other necessities of living

on the borders. But i
other. Yet I feel thatfigéceier to come together we must recognize each This letter is in repayment.
perhaps 1 have beon 1 you have s0 completely un-recognized me, In the hands of Afrekete,
error concerning you and no longer recognize 5 Audre Lorde
May 6, 1979

you.

In the spring of 1979, twelve black women w re murdered in the Boston ‘
. } QT (= ‘ Modern guag
area. i




