Luke Lecture

Intro to NT

27 January 2014

I. Overview   
a. Background
i. Use of Mark

ii. Quality of Greek

iii. Later dating: 80-120
iv. First of a two-volume work

b. 
Literary Organization of Luke

i. Historical method
ii. Journey Motif & Importance of Geography; see 9:51; cf Mark 9:1)
II.
Comparative Analysis
A. Birth narrative - two quite different stories



1.
shepherds (Luke) and wise men (Matthew)



2.
how Jesus gets to both Bethlehem and Nazareth



3.
bottom line – birth stories are not really about the child who was born but rather 




a retrospective statement about the significance of the adult into whom the child 




ultimately grew 


B.
Special Features


1.
Imperial Context


2.
orientation to temple and Jerusalem



3. 
Gentile mission – where is the Syro-Phoenician woman? (see also Acts)


4.
Downplays apocalyptic 9:27


5. 
God’s plan/Salvation History/Continuity (see Acts)
Luke 4:43; 24:7,26,44

6.
The poor and women

C.
Death of the prophet Jesus



1.
Jesus is a prophet.  Luke 23:28-29

2.
Not distraught about his fate but confident and even concerned for others 23:28-29


3.
Final cry is not one of anguish but a final prayer 23:46


4.
Jesus is a righteous martyr 23:47
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