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Contemporary Sociology of Religion

Course Description: This course examines contemporary theoretical and empirical issues in the sociological study of religion. Principal topics include secularization and relig​ious revival, rational choice, politics, ethnography, and religion and racial/ethnic diversity in the United States. 

Course Objectives:
1. To familiarize students with the most influential theorists in the sociology of religion.

2. To explore ways in which the field should expand in the future. 

3. To gain a better understanding of how social context affects religion behaviors, traditions and beliefs.

4. To provide theoretical resources that can be applied to the student’s research interests.

Course Requirements:
1. Attendance, Presentations, and Academic Decorum
Students are expected to attend every class, except for cases of illness or family emergency. It is not possible to pass the class if you miss more than two classes. Assigned readings should be completed before class meetings. 

All students will be required to present a summary of their final paper project. Doctoral students will be required to give two additional presentations. 

Students will be expected to participate in classroom discussions in ways that show respect for others even while disagreeing about ideas. Please refer to the Iliff Community Covenant for more details. 

http://www.iliff.edu/index/learn/the-iliff-experience/community-covenant/
2. Final Paper:

Masters students: The final papers should be 8-10 pages. Choose any empirical phenome​non related to religion.  Briefly describe the phen​omenon and then analyze it in terms of concepts and theories in the course readings.  Your goal is to demonstrate your mastery of the course literature through application.  Therefore, do not spend most of the paper describing the phenomenon and then conclude with a few references to the course literature.  Note that you can approach particular theories in either a positive or negative manner—e.g., “Stark and Finke’s theory helps us better understand this phenomenon” or “this phenomenon is contrary to what Stark and Finke would predict.” 

Doctoral Students: Same as above except the papers should be 15-20 pages and should refer to the course readings plus additional theoretical materials. 
Grading:

Participation, presentations, academic decorum—25%

Final Paper 75%

Masters students may take the course pass/fail if they request this option in writing during the first two weeks of class.

Students must adhere to the rules of their respective institutions (Iliff or the Joint Doctoral Program) regarding incompletes.

My working assumption is that students in a masters program can be expected to produce above average academic work. Therefore, the modal grade I assign is B+. A paper will earn a B+ if it 1) fulfills all of the requirements of the assignment and 2) demonstrates that the student has a solid (though not necessarily flawless) understanding of the con​cepts in the course readings and lectures. A paper will earn a grade higher than a B+ if it fulfills the assignment and demonstrates exceptional insight into the course concepts. A paper will earn a grade of B or B- if there are minor to moderate shortcomings in either fulfilling the assignment or demonstrating understanding of course concepts. Grades below B- are reserved for papers with major shortcomings in either area. 

I expect doctoral students to produce work in the A to A- range. I encourage doctoral students to write papers that, after further refinement, can be presented at conferences or published. 

ADA Policy:

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303.765.1146.
Course Schedule:

January 5: Sociological Perspectives on Religion; Secularization Theory
Reading: Alumkal—“Sociology of Religion in the United States as a Racialized Field” (Canvas)
Berger—The Sacred Canopy: Preface, Chapters 1-4
January 12: Secularization Theory; Rational Choice and the New Paradigm
Reading: The Sacred Canopy: Chapters 5-7, Appendices

Stark and Finke—Acts of Faith: Introduction, Chapters 1-5
January 19: Rational Choice and the New Paradigm
Reading: Acts of Faith: Chapters 6-10

Chaves and Gorski— “Religious Pluralism and Religious Participation” (Canvas)
Doctoral Student Presentation: A work critical of Stark and/or the rational choice approach.
January 26: The New Paradigm
Reading: Smith—American Evangelicalism, Chapter 1-4 and Appendices
February 2: The New Paradigm; Neo-secularization
Reading: American Evangelicalism, Chapter 5-7 and Conclusion

Chaves— “Secularization as Declining Religious Authority” (Canvas)

Kosmin and Keysar—“American Nones”

http://commons.trincoll.edu/aris/publications/2008-2/american-nones-the-profile-of-the-no-religion-population/
Kosmin—“Secular Students Today”

http://www.secularhumanism.org/index.php/articles/5283
February 9: Neo-secularization
Reading: Bruce—Secularization
Doctoral Student Presentation: Bring in a recent sociology of religion journal article that shows emerging areas of research in the field. 
February 16: The “Lived Religion” Approach
Reading: Ammerman—Everyday Religion
February 23: Sociology as Public Philosophy
Reading: Wuthnow—American Mythos
March 1: Religion and Race/Ethnicity
Reading: Chen and Jeung—Sustaining Faith Traditions
March 8: Final Project Presentations
No reading

Final paper due
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Chaves, Mark and Philip Gorski.  2001. “Religious Pluralism and Religious Participation.”  Annual Review of Sociology 27: 261-281.

Chen, Carolyn and Russell Jeung. 2012. Sustaining Faith Traditions: Race, Ethnicity, and Religion among the Latino and Asian American Second Generation. New York: New York University Press. 

Kosmin, Barry A. 2014. “Secular Students Today.” Free Inquiry 34 (4).

Kosmin, Barry A. and Ariela Keysar. 2009. “American Nones: The Profile of the No Religion Population.” Hartford: Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society & Culture.

Smith, Christian et al. 1998. American Evangelicalism: Embattled and Thriving. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Stark, Rodney and Roger Finke. 2000. Acts of Faith: Explaining the Human Side of Religion. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Wuthnow, Robert. 2006. American Mythos: Why Our Best Efforts to Be a Better Nation Fall Short. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Degree Learning Goals:

This course contributes to the following degree learning goals:

M.Div, MASJE, and MAPSC
Identify and critically evaluate the symbolic systems, power structures, ideologies, values, and religious meanings at play in events and interactions, institutional structures, ethical judgments, and living communities, and articulate and enact a vision for increased social justice in these contexts. 
MA
Engage critically with key figures and issues in their specific sub-field within religious studies.
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