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Science and the Christian Right

Course Description: 
This course is an examination of the American Christian Right’s challenges to mainstream scientific theories and practices. Topics include the Intelligent Design movement versus Darwinism, reparative therapy of homosexuality versus mainstream psychiatry, the intra-evangelical debate over climate change, and opposition to stem cell research.

Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to help students to understand how the scientific views advanced by the Christian Right follow from their theological, moral, and cultural beliefs. At stake in debates over science are competing views of human nature, gender roles, sexual morality, free markets, and the place of evangelicals in American culture. 
Schedule:

March 23: Introduction
Reading: Alumkal—Paranoid Science (draft), Preface and Introduction (Canvas)

In-class viewing—Unlocking the Mystery of Life: The Scientific Case for Intelligent Design

March 30: Intelligent Design

Reading: House et al.—Intelligent Design 101
April 6: Intelligent Design
Reading: Alumkal—Paranoid Science (draft), Chapter 1 (Canvas)

Presentation (masters students): A book or article criticizing the Intelligent Design movement. Summarize the argument and discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the critique. 

Presentation (doctoral students): Discuss a book or article containing a social scientific theory that can help us to understand better Intelligent Design and/or other scientific movements supported by the Christian Right. 
April 13: Reparative Therapy of Homosexuality
Reading: Jones and Yarhouse—Homosexuality

Restored Hope Network website—www.restoredhopenetwork.com 
Alliance for Therapeutic Choice and Scientific Integrity website—www.therapeuticchoice.com 

April 20: Reparative Therapy of Homosexuality
Reading: Alumkal— “The Use of Scientific Arguments in American Evangelical Anti-Homosexuality Literature” (Canvas)

Erzen—Straight to Jesus, Introduction and Chapters 1-2

Presentation: A chapter from Ex-Gay Research (on reserve) criticizing reparative therapy. Summarize the chapter and discuss its strengths and weaknesses. 

April 27: Reparative Therapy of Homosexuality

Reading: Erzen—Straight to Jesus, Chapters 3-6 and Conclusion

May 4: Bioethics

Reading: Colson and Cameron—Human Dignity in the Biotech Century
May 11: Climate Change and the Environment

Reading: The Cornwall Alliance website— www.cornwallalliance.org
Legates and Kooten—“A Call to Truth, Prudence, and Protection of the Poor 2014” (Canvas)

Alumkal—Paranoid Science (draft), Chapter 4 (Canvas)
In-class viewing—Resisting the Green Dragon, Introduction
Presentation: Literature or website by an evangelical individual or organization with a “liberal” position on the environment. Discuss similarities and differences with the arguments of the Cornwall Alliance. 

May 18: Christian Right Meets Popular Culture

No reading

In-class viewing: Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed
May 25: Conclusion

Presentation of final paper research projects
Requirements:
1. Attendance, Presentations, and Academic Decorum
Students are expected to attend every class, except for cases of illness or family emergency. It is not possible to pass the class if you miss more than two classes.

Students must make several in-class presentations. Each one is described in the course schedule below.
Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions in ways that show respect for others even while disagreeing about ideas. Please refer to the Iliff Community Covenant for more details. 

http://www.iliff.edu/index/learn/the-iliff-experience/community-covenant/
2. Final Research Paper
For masters students, the paper should be 8-10 pages and demonstrate their understanding of the course readings. For doctoral students, the papers should be 15-20 pages and show their understanding of the course readings plus additional theoretical material from the social scientific study of religion. Choose one of the options below. 
a) Option 1: Describe a primary source (book, article, movie, etc.) produced by an individual or organization associated with the Christian Right and challenging mainstream scientific views. Discuss how this source confirms, contradicts, and/or expands concepts from the course read​ings. 
b) Option 2: Some other type of research paper related to the material in the course. Be sure to clear it with the instructor before starting. 
Grading:

Attendance, Presentations, and Academic Decorum —25%

Final Paper—75%

This course may be taken pass/fail, but you must request this in writing (email is fine) during the first two weeks. You do not need to provide a justification for you request.

Students must adhere to the rules of their respective institutions (Iliff or the Joint Doctoral Program) regarding incompletes.
My working assumption is that students in a masters program can be expected to produce above average academic work. Therefore, the modal grade I assign is B+. A paper will earn a B+ if it 1) fulfills all of the requirements of the assignment and 2) demonstrates that the student has a solid (though not necessarily flawless) understanding of the con​cepts in the course readings and lectures. A paper will earn a grade higher than a B+ if it fulfills the assignment and demonstrates exceptional insight into the course concepts. A paper will earn a grade of B or B- if there are minor to moderate shortcomings in either fulfilling the assignment or demonstrating understanding of course concepts. Grades below B- are reserved for papers with major shortcomings in either area. 

I expect doctoral students to produce work in the A to A- range. I encourage doctoral students to write papers that, after further refinement, can be presented at conferences or published. 

ADA Policy:

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to accommodate reasonably student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303-765-1146.
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Degree Learning Goals:

This course contributes to the following degree learning goals:

M.Div, MASJE, and MAPSC

Identify and critically evaluate the symbolic systems, power structures, ideologies, values, and religious meanings at play in events and interactions, institutional structures, ethical judgments, and living communities, and articulate and enact a vision for increased social justice in these contexts. 

MA

Engage critically with key figures and issues in their specific sub-field within religious studies.
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