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Prof. A. Leon Tredwell  
Academic Assistant:   
Rev. Marcia Williams                                                          Email:  atredwell@Iliff.edu
Office Hours:  TBD





Cell Phone:  (612) 916-6303
“Introduction to African American Preaching”

Fall Term 2016
Mondays 1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Room: 301
4 Credit Course
Course Description:

Black Preaching may be understood as a critical religious message, delivered in a communal context; a message of cultural relevance, informative, educational, entertaining and motivating.  A biblically centered message delivered in the vernacular of the people to whom the message is sent and, at its best, is communicated on three distinct levels of understanding: the cognitive, the intuitive and the emotive.  This course examines the historical development, transmission, related theories, and methodologies underpinning this African American cultural art form, while articulating its placement in the broader study of Christian Homiletics. 
Course Objectives:
1. Students will acquire a basic understanding of the “Africanisms” inherent in African American Preaching and their historical/contemporary contribution to the development and evolving nature of “Afro-Christian Consciousness.”

2. Students will identify and discuss the specific components of African American Preaching including the primacy of the biblical text, the Black Hermeneutic, and their contrast/complement to the broader field of American-European Christian Homiletics.

3. Students will come to appreciate the unique and distinctive voices of African American Women as contributors and developers of African American Preaching.

4. Students will identify and discuss contemporary challenges to the historical myth of African American homogeneity; particularly, as these challenges have emerged in the first decade of the 21st century, and as they appear to impugn traditional approaches to African American Preaching.

5. Students will have an opportunity to individually engage the Theories and 
Methodologies of African American Preaching in a series of preaching Practicums scattered throughout the course. 

Required Texts:

Fry Brown, Teresa L. Weary Throats and New Songs. Nashville:  Abingdon Press, 2003
ISBN 0-687-03013-7
LaRue, Cleophus J. The Heart of Black Preaching. Louisville: Westminster John Knox


Press, 2000. ISBN 0-6642-5847-6
Lowry, Eugene L. The Sermon: Dancing the Edge of Mystery. Nashville:  Abingdon Press,

1997. ISBN 0-687-01543-X
Mitchell, Henry. Black Church Beginnings: the Long Hidden Realities of the First Years.

Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2004. ISBN 0-8028-2785-3
Thomas, Frank A., They Like to Never Quit Praisin’ God. Cleveland: United Church 


Press, 1997. ISBN 0-8298-1181-8
Suggested Additional Reading:

Floyd-Thomas, Stacy and Juan. Black Church Studies: An Introduction. Nashville:


Abingdon Press, 2007.

LaRue, Cleophus J. Power in the Pulpit: How America’s Most Effective Black Preachers


Prepare Their Sermons. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2002.

_______________, This is my Story: Testimonies and Sermons of Black Women in Ministry. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2005.c
Mitchell, Henry. Black Preaching: The Recovery of a Powerful Art. Nashville:  


Abingdon, 1990.

_____________. Celebration and Experience in Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1999.

Paris, Peter J. The Social Teaching of the Black Churches. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
1985.

Raboteau, Albert J. A Fire in the Bones: Reflections of African-American Religious 


History. Boston: Beacon Press, 1995.

Evaluation:

· Class Participation 25%:  Each student will be expected to have read 
the assignments and be prepared to discuss the material for each class session.  Regular attendance in class will be factored into this portion of your grade.  More than one unexcused absence could lower your final grade for this course. 

· Three Sermons 75%:  In addition to 5 minute meditative sermons, each student will write and preach three sermons:  two, ten-minutes in length and one, fifteen-minutes in length.  Each sermons will constitute 25% of your final grade.  Therefore, each sermon should be approached with due diligence and preparedness.  There is no substitute for a missed preaching assignment.
Proposed Course Outline and Schedule of Readings:

Class 1     
Course Overview:  Introduction to African American Preaching

Sept. 12
Meditation – “The High God” 
· Introductions – Getting Acquainted 

· Introduction to the Syllabus
· What is Black Preaching? (Lecture)
Class 2
 Sept. 19          Meditation – “The High God”/ Elijah & Elisha
-    What is Black Preaching?

· Afro-Christian Consciousness ( Lecture)

· The Afro-Cultural Position of the Black Preacher
· Early 20th Century Black Preachers 

READINGS:  
1. Article: “The African Inheritance in the Black Church

    Worship” by Dr. George Ofori-Atta-Thomas c
2.  Mitchell, pp. 1-100;
3.  Fry Brown, pp. 1-74
Class 3           Meditation – “The High God”/ Geographic Context

Sept. 26            -   Origins of The Black Hermeneutic

· Characteristics of Black Preaching

· Domains of Experience (Lecture)

READINGS:  
1. Mitchell, pp. 101-177; 
2.  Fry Brown, 75-120

3.  Lowry, 1-117
Students preach 10 minute sermons employing the Black Hermeneutic
Class 4 
Oct. 3              -     Meditation – “Jesus - The Suffering Savior”/Vision
· Varying Components of the Black Hermeneutic

· Historical Black Preachers 19th Century

· Domains of Experience

READINGS:   1. Fry Brown, pp. 121-186; 



2. LaRue, pp.1-113;
Class 5
Oct. 10            -    Meditation – “Jesus -The Suffering Savior”/Crisis
· Major AA Female Preachers

· Challenges to “Ontological Blackness”

READINGS:    Three Sermons by AA Women

1. K.C. Cannon –“To Tell the Truth,” LaRue, pp. 200-203;
2. Mozella Mitchell –“Providence,” LaRue, pp. 212-215;
3. Carolyn Ann Knight –“If Thou Be A Great People,”

LaRue, pp. 223-227;

4. LaRue, pp. 68-113 and pp.114-127; (emphasis on Cannon, Mitchell and Knight analysis)

Class 6
Oct. 17            -    Meditation – “Jesus - The Suffering Savior”/ Prophet’s Solution
· Major AA Female Preachers

· Distinctive Voices AA Male/Female (Lecture)

READINGS:    1. Fry Brown, pp. 187-236;


 2. LaRue, 228-260
Students preach 10 minute sermons addressing one of LaRue’s “domains of experience,” or for the brave of heart, a sermon addressing the relatedness of the Incarnation, Sexuality and Spirituality. How did our sexuality become separated from our spirituality?  How can preaching fix it?
Class 7

Oct. 24            -    Meditation – “The Holy Ghost”/ Theological Thrust
· Afro-Christian Worship
· Contemporary AA Male Preachers (1951-Present)

· Celebrative Design

READINGS:   1. Thomas, pp. 1-30;



2.  Deconstructing the Preaching of Theresa Fry Brown
Class 8

Oct. 31            -     Meditation – “The Holy Ghost”

· Celebration Dynamics

READINGS:   1. Thomas, pp. 31-83;
2.  Deconstructing the Preaching of Noel Jones
Class 9 

Nov. 7             -     Meditation – “The Holy Ghost”

· Image of the Black Preacher in the 21st Century (Lecture)

· Black Televangelists and Mega Churches

· Guidelines for Celebration

READINGS:    1. Thomas, pp. 84-142;

2.  Deconstructing the Preaching of T.D. Jakes
Students preach 15 minute sermons addressing the move of the Holy Ghost.  The brave of heart might consider the Language of Prayer: Is Preaching Possible without Prayer, Hearing God’s Voice and Hearing My Voice.
Class 10

Nov. 14           -     Meditation – “The Word of God”

· 5 Major Issues Facing the Black Church in the 21st Century

· Wrap Up and Evaluations
Note for Students with Disabilities:

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact Vince Tango to request accommodations.  Vince can be contacted by phone (303) 765-3106 or email at vtango@iliff.edu.    
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