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CHAPTER 3
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In 1985, Kiki Apostolakos, a language and psychology teacher in Athens,
married a Greek American and emigrated to Memphis in order to “be
closer” to Elvis Presley; she now lives near Graceland, Elvis’s home and
his burial site. “The day he passed away, it hit me like lightning,” she re
members. “That very day I started making my arrangements, using the
gold foil from cigarette packages, and decorating Elvis pictures. I feel so
blessed that I can live in Memphis and do this. Elvis, his image, is so alive
inside me.” Apostolakos, whose Memphis apartment is covered with im
ages of Elvis, spends every spare moment she can at Elvis’s grave, honor
ing him with votive offerings—angels, hearts, tokens, small portable
shrines—all handmade and all featuring his image (fig. 3.1).
Her image making and grave-site rituals symbolize her deeply spiritual

relationship with Elvis. A devout Roman Catholic (raised Greek Ortho
dox), Apostolakos does not worship Elvis but sees him as a man sent
by God “to wake us up, to shake us, to ask us, what are we doing, where
are we going?” Elvis is a mediator, an intercessor, between herself and
other fans and God. As she says, “There is a distance between human be
ings and God. That is why we are close to Elvis. He is like a bridge be
tween us and God.”Z If, along with other fans, Apostolakos imagines Elvis
as a saint, she also sees him as a redemptive figure. “I believe in Jesus
Christ and I believe in God,” she remarks, “but Elvis was special. Elvis

in America.
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m

Su
pr
em

e
Tr
ut
h.

W
ith
ou
t
di
sc
ou
nt
in
g
th
ei
r
ob
jec

tio
ns
,
ho
we

ve
r,
it

is
im
po
rta
nt

to
re
c

og
niz

e
th
at
fro
m

its
“c
ity

on
th
e
hi
ll”

cr
ea
tio
n
m
yt
h
to

th
e
pr
es
en
t-d
ay

pr
ol
ife
ra
tio
n
of

Ne
w
Ag
e
sp
iri
tu
al
ity

an
d
th
e
gr
ow

th
of

fu
nd
am

en
ta
lis
m
,

re
lig
io
sit
y—

m
ai
ns
tre
am

an
d
fri
ng
e—

re
m
ai
ns

ce
nt
ra
lt
o
Am

er
ica

n
id
en
tit
y

an
d
ex
pe
rie
nc
e.

As
a
re
lig
io
us

pe
op
le,

Am
er
ica

ns
te
nd

to
tre
at

th
in
gs

on
re
lig
io
us

te
rm
s,

ap
ply

re
lig
io
us

ca
te
go
rie
s,

an
d
ge
ne
ra
lly

m
ak
e

a
re
lig
io
n

ou
t
of

m
uc
h
of

wh
at

is
to
uc
he
d
an
d
un
de
rs
to
od
.
Ac
co
rd
in
g
to

a
19
80

Ga
llu
p
Po
ll,
Am

er
ica

ns
“v
al
ue

re
lig
io
n”

an
d
m
ai
nt
ai
n
“s
tro
ng

re
lig
io
us
be

lie
fs”

to
fa
rg
re
at
er

de
gr
ee
s
th
an

th
e
cit
ize

ns
of

an
y
ot
he
rW

es
te
rn
in
du
s

tri
al
na
tio
n.
6
Ye
tA

m
er
ica

ns
te
nd

to
be

pr
ed
om

in
an
tly

pr
iva

te
an
d
div

er
se

in
th
ei
r
re
lig
io
us

be
lie
fs

an
d
pr
ac
tic
es
.
In
de
ed
,
m
uc
h
of

Am
er
ica

’s
“o
n

go
in
g
re
lig
io
us

vi
ta
lit
y”

ca
n
be

at
tri
bu
te
d
to
th
e
lo
ng
-s
ta
nd
in
g
de
m
oc
ra
tic
,

or
po
pu
lis
t,
or
ie
nt
at
io
n
of

U.
S.

Ch
ris
tia
ni
ty
:
as

“c
us
to
dia

ns
of

th
ei
r
ow

n
be
lie
fs,
”A

m
er
ica

ns
ha
ve

tra
di
tio
na
lly

sh
ap
ed

an
d
ac
co
m
m
od
at
ed

th
ei
rr
e

lig
io
us

pr
ac
tic
es

to
m
es
h
w
ith

in
di
vid

ua
l,
ra
th
er
th
an

st
ric
tly

in
st
itu
tio
na
l,

de
sir
es
.
Co

nt
em

po
ra
ry

Am
er
ica

ns
co
nt
in
ue

to
m
ix

an
d
m
at
ch

re
lig
io
us

be
lie
fs

an
d
pr
ac
tic
es
,
cr
ea
tin
g
th
ei
r
ow

n
sp
iri
tu
al

co
nv
ict
io
ns

ou
to
f
th
at

am
alg

am
at
ion

.~
It
m
ay

be
th
at
wh

en
El
vis

fan
s
pr
ot
es
tt
ha
tt
he
ir
de
vo
tio
n

to
El
vis

is
no
t“
re
lig
io
us
,”
th
ey

ar
e
re
al
ly
ob
je
ct
in
g
to

an
in
st
itu
tio
na
ld
ef
i

ni
tio
n
of

th
e
te
rm
.
In

fa
ct,

th
ei
r
pr
iva

tiz
in
g
ve
ne
ra
tio
n
of

El
vis

is
on
e

str
on
g
hi
st
or
ica

lf
or
m
of
Am

er
ica

n
re
lig
io
si
ty

M
y
re
fe
re
nc
es

he
re

to
“re
lig
io
n”

ar
e
no
tm

ea
nt

as
m
et
ap
ho
ric
al
flo
ur

ish
es
;
no
r
do

I
wa

nt
to

m
itig

at
e
th
e
re
ve
re
nc
e
th
at

m
an
y
fan

s
ha
ve

fo
r

El
vis

as
a
“k
in
d
of
”
re
lig
io
n.

Re
lig
io
n
co
ns
tit
ut
es

th
os
e
pr
ac
tic
es

an
d
at
ti

tu
de
s
th
at
im
bu
e

a
pe
rs
on
’s
life

w
ith

m
ea
ni
ng

by
lin
ki
ng

hi
m

or
he
rt
o

a
tra
ns
ce
nd
en
tr
ea
lity
:
th
at
wh

ich
is
be
yo
nd

pu
re
ly
im
m
an
en
t,
or

se
cu
lar
,
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ex
pe
rie
nc
e
an
d
un
de
rs
ta
nd
in
g.
As
se
rti
on
s
of

af
fin
ity

be
tw
ee
n
re
lig
io
n
an
d

th
e
ge
ne
ra
lly

pr
iva

tiz
ed

sp
iri
tu
al

be
lie
fs

an
d
pr
ac
tic
es

of
El
vis

fan
s
ste

m
fro
m

th
ei
r
sim

ila
rly

su
pe
rn
at
ur
al
,
an
d
ine

xp
lic
ab
le,

ch
ar
ac
te
r
an
d
au

th
or
ity

Co
lle
ct
in
g
El
vis

stu
ff,

cr
ea
tin
g
El
vis

sh
rin
es
,a

nd
go
in
g
to

Gr
ac
e-

lan
d
ar
e
no
t,
in

an
d
of

th
em

se
lve

s,
re
lig
io
us

ac
ts
an
d
pr
ac
tic
es
.
Bu
tt
he
y

ca
n
be
co
m
e
re
lig
io
us
if
th
ey

af
fe
ct

a
tra
ns
ce
nd
en
ta

nd
al
l-p
ow

er
fu
lo
rd
er

th
at

ca
n
in
flu
en
ce

hu
m
an

af
fa
irs

an
d
is
no
ti
nh
er
en
tly

ap
pr
eh
en
sib

le.

Ti
~

llCL
1II~

1O
~

Th
e
iss
ue

of
El
vis
’s
pla

ce
in
Am

er
ica

’s
de
m
oc
ra
tic
,d

ive
rs
e,

an
d
in
di
vi
du

all
y
sy
nt
he
siz
ed

re
lig
io
us

re
al
m
m
ay

be
st
be

co
ns
ide

re
d
by

as
kin

g
w
hy

so
m
an
y
Am

er
ica

ns
ha
ve

co
m
e
to

pla
ce

th
ei
rf
ai
th
in

an
im
ag
e
of

El
vis
.W

hy
is

El
vis

an
ico

n,
an
d
wh

at
do
es

th
is

re
ve
al

ab
ou
t
ho
w

co
nt
em

po
ra
ry

Am
er
ica

ns
vis
ua
liz
e
fa
ith
?
Ex
am

in
in
g
ho
w

an
d
wh

y
his

fan
s
ha
ve

m
ad
e

hi
m

a
fig
ur
e
of

po
pu
la
r-c
ul
tu
re

ca
no
ni
za
tio
n,

an
d
ho
w

his
ico

ni
c
do
m
i

na
nc
e
is
ac
tu
al
ly
em

be
dd
ed

in
an
d
ex
te
nd
ed

fro
m

th
ei
r
sp
ec
ific

re
lig
io
us

fe
eli
ng
s
an
d
pr
ac
tic
es
,m

ay
pr
ov
id
e
so
m
e
an
sw
er
s.

El
vis

wa
s,
of

co
ur
se
—
an
d
re
m
ain

s—
a
pr
of
ou
nd
ly

ch
ar
ism

at
ic
fig
ur
e,

wh
ich

cle
ar
ly

co
nt
rib
ut
es

to
his

po
pu
la
r,

an
d
pe
rh
ap
s
re
lig
io
us
,
sta

tu
s.

M
ai
ns
tre
am

re
lig
io
ns

te
nd

to
be

fro
nt
ed

by
ch
ar
ism

at
ic
typ

es
(Je

su
s,
C
on

fu
ciu

s,
Ga

ut
am

a
Bu
dd
ha
,
M
uh
am

m
ad
,
Jo
se
ph

Sm
ith
),

as
do

th
ei
r
cu
lt

co
un
te
rp
ar
ts

(m
os
t
re
ce
nt
ly,

Jim
Jo
ne
s,
Da

vid
Ko
re
sh
,
Sh
ok
o
As
ha
ha
ra
).

An
d
th
e
di
ve
rs
ity
of

El
vis
’s
ex
tra
or
di
na
ril
y
m
ag
ne
tic

im
ag
e,
wh

et
he
rs
ex
u

all
y
pr
ov
oc
at
ive

te
en

id
ol
or
ju
m
ps
ui
te
d
su
pe
rs
ta
r,
ha
s
ce
rta
in
ly
ge
ne
ra
te
d

his
ap
pe
al

on
m
an
y
di
ffe
re
nt

lev
els

fo
r
m
an
y
di
ffe
re
nt

fan
s.

Bu
t
be
in
g

ch
ar
ism

at
ic
do
es
no
ta
ut
om

at
ica

lly
tra
ns
lat
e
in
to

re
ve
re
nt
ia
ls
ta
tu
s;
pl
en
ty

of
co
nt
em

po
ra
ry

ro
ck

sta
rs

an
d
sp
or
ts

he
ro
es

ar
e
ob
jec

ts
of

ad
or
at
io
n,

bu
t
fe
w

su
sta

in
re
lig
io
us

ve
ne
ra
tio
n.

Co
nt
ra
ry

to
pr
es
um

pt
io
ns

ab
ou
t

“th
e
re
lig
io
n
of

th
e
sta

rs
,”
th
e
cu
lt
of

ce
le
br
ity

an
d
th
e
re
lig
io
us

be
lie
fs

an
d
pr
ac
tic
es

cu
ltiv
at
ed

by
El
vis

fa
ns

ar
e
no
te
xa
ctl
y
th
e
sa
me

.E
lvi
s’s

re
li

gio
us

im
po
rt
hin

ge
s
on

his
m
ul
tif
ac
et
ed

im
ag
e,

wh
ich

is
fo
r
m
an
y
fan

s
im
bu
ed

w
ith

a
ce
rta
in

m
ys
tic
al

gr
ea
tn
es
s
an
d
lo
ok
ed

on
fo
r
ac
ce
ss

to
a

tra
ns
ce
nd
en
tr
ea
lity
.
It
is
lo
ng
-s
ta
nd
in
g,

to
o—

as
ea
rly

as
19
57
,
so
m
e
fan

s
we

re
try
in
g
to

st
ar
t
an

El
vis

Pr
es
ley

Ch
ur
ch
,
an
d

as
re
ce
nt
ly

as
19
95

a

Sa
int

Lo
uis

gr
ou
p
(th
e
Co

ng
re
ga
tio
n
fo
rC

au
se
s
of

Sa
int
s)
so
ug
ht

his
ca
n-

On
iza

tio
n.~

M
os
tf
an
s,
ho
we

ve
r,
pr
ef
er
to
co
m
m
un
e
w
ith

El
vis

pr
iva

te
ly,

in
th
ei
rh
om

es
.

Iii
TD

~
~H

Hh
i1iE

ST
Hj

SP
II~1

HH
I

Th
e
do
m
es
tic

sp
he
re

ca
n
be

a
sa
fe
ha
ve
n
fa
ra

nd
aw

ay
fro
m

an
un
fri
en
dl
y

ou
tsi
de

wo
rld
,
a
sa
nc
tu
ar
y
wh

er
e
fan

s
ca
n
be
w
ith

El
vis

w
ith
ou
td
ra
wi
ng

at
te
nt
io
n.
M
an
y
fan

s
ha
ve

sp
ec
ial

ro
om

s
or

ar
ea
s
in
th
ei
rh
om

es
es
pe
cia

lly
de
dic

at
ed

to
El
vis
,w

hi
ch

th
ey

de
sc
rib
e

as
“q
ui
et

pla
ce
s”

wh
er
e
th
ey

ca
n

th
in
k
ab
ou
ta

nd
“b
e
re
al
ly
clo

se
to
El
vis
.”
So
m
e
sp
en
d
ho
ur
s
ea
ch

da
y
in

th
ei
rE

lvi
s
Ro

om
s,
lis
te
ni
ng

to
El
vis
’s
m
us
ic,

wa
tc
hi
ng

his
m
ov
ies

,l
oo
ki
ng

at
pic

tu
re
s
of

hi
m

in
bo
ok
s
an
d
m
ag
az
ine

s.
“I
lik
e
to

go
to

m
y
El
vis

Ro
om

,d
ow

n
in
th
e
ba
se
m
en
t,
af
te
rs
up
pe
r,”

re
m
ar
ks

on
e
fa
n
in
Ro

an
ok
e.

“It
’s

a
qu
ie
ts

pa
ce

an
d
tim

e
fo
r
m
e.
”
Fi
lle
d
w
ith

El
vis

st
uf
ft
ha
ts

he
ha
s

co
lle
cte

d
sin

ce
th
e

19
5o
s,

th
e
ro
om

“h
elp

s
to

ke
ep

m
em

or
ie
s
of

El
vis

ali
ve
.”
As

pla
ce
s
wh

er
e
se
cu
lar

th
ou
gh
ts

an
d
tas

ks
ar
e
su
sp
en
de
d,

El
vis

Ro
om

s
al
lo
w
pe
rs
on
al

an
d
pr
iva

te
m
om

en
ts
of

co
nt
em

pl
at
io
n
an
d
so
li

tu
de
.
As

pla
ce
s
wh

er
e
fan

s
sp
ot
lig
ht

th
ei
r
co
lle
ct
io
ns

of
El
vis

st
uf
f
th
ey

als
o
sp
ea
k
to

th
e
wa

ys
in
wh

ich
m
at
er
ia
l
cu
ltu
re

pla
ys

a
m
aj
or

ro
le
in

sa
nc
tif
yin

g
an
d
le
gi
tim

iz
in
g
El
vis

as
a
sp
ec
ial
,i
m
po
rta
nt

en
tity

.
Th
is
co
m
bi
na
tio
n
of

re
lig
io
us

an
d
co
m
m
er
cia

ls
en
sib

ilit
ies

in
th
e
A
m
er
i

ca
n
ho
m
e

is
no
t
ne
w:

in
th
e
ni
ne
te
en
th
-c
en
tu
ry

as
we

s~
w
in

th
e
pr
e

ce
din

g
ch
ap
te
~
Pr
ot
es
ta
nt
s
an
d
Ca

th
oli
cs

ali
ke

lin
ke
d
re
lig
io
sit
y
w
ith

do
m
es
tic
ity
,c
re
at
in
g
a
m
or
e
sa
nc
tifi
ed

ho
m
e
w
ith

pa
rlo
ro

rg
an
s,

Bi
ble

s,
an
d

re
lig
io
us

pi
ct
ur
es

an
d
sc
ulp

tu
re
s.9

Fi
llin
g
sp
ec
ial

ro
om

s,
an
d
so
m
et
im
es

wh
ole

ho
us
es
,
w
ith

El
vis

pa
in
tin
gs
,
pla

te
s,
tra
di
ng

ca
rd
s,
lim

ite
d-
ed
iti
on

lith
og
ra
ph
s,

wa
tch

es
,
do
lls
,
an
d
m
an
y
ot
he
r
m
as
s-
pr
od
uc
ed

an
d
ha
nd

ma
de

ite
m
s,

El
vis

fan
s
sim

ila
rly

sa
cr
alj
ze

th
ei
r
ho
m
es
,
us
in
g
im
ag
es

an
d

ob
jec

ts
to

de
cla

re
th
ei
rd

ee
p-
fe
lt
de
vo
tio
n
to

El
vis
.

Th
e
wa

ys
th
ey

or
ga
niz

e
th
ei
r
El
vis

Ro
om

s
re
ve
al
ho
w
th
ey

fre
el
y
ap

pr
op
ria
te

th
e
lo
ok

an
d
fe
el
of

do
m
es
tic

re
lig
io
sit
y
in
or
de
rt
o
cu
ltiv
at
e

a
re
ve
re
nt
ial

at
m
os
ph
er
e
in

a
se
cu
lar

re
alm

.W
ha
te
ve
rt
he
ir
re
lig
io
us

af
fil
ia

tio
n
,
o
r
la
ck

the
re
of~

El
vis

fan
s
te
nd

to
ch
oo
se

pa
tte
rn
s
of

vis
ua
lp
ie
ty
th
at

clo
se
ly
co
rre
sp
on
d
to

th
e
ho
m
e
sh
rin
es

th
at

ha
ve

lo
ng

be
en

a
“v
ita
lp
ar
t

of
do
m
es
tic

Ch
ris
tia
ni
ty
”
fo
rA

m
er
ica

ns
of

Af
ric
an
,
Iri
sh
,
Ita
lia
n,

La
tin
o,

Po
lis
h,

Po
rtu
gu
es
e,

an
d
m
an
y
ot
he
r
ba
ck
gr
ou
nd
s.l
o
Fr
om

th
e
m
od
es
t
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gr
ou
pi
ng

of
af
ra
m
ed

re
lig
io
us

m
ot
to

an
d
fa
m
ily

ph
ot
og
ra
ph
s
on

to
p
of

a
liv
in
g
ro
om

pi
an
o
or
te
le
vis
io
n
se
tt
o
m
or
e
ela

bo
ra
te

as
se
mb

lag
es
of
ho
ly

ca
rd
s,
vo
tiv
e
ca
nd
les

,a
nd

sc
ho
ol
ph
ot
os
,h

om
e
sh
rin
es

sa
cr
ali
ze

do
m
es
tic

in
te
rio
rs
.
Un

iq
ue
ly

co
de
d
by

th
ei
r
cr
ea
to
rs
,
wh

o
ar
e
pr
im
ar
ily

fe
m
ale

,
ho
m
e
alt
ar
s
in
te
gr
at
e
pe
rs
on
al

an
d
se
nt
im
en
ta
li
te
m
s
w
ith

m
or
e
pu
re
ly

de
vo
tio
na
lo
ffe
rin
gs
,t
hu
s
bl
ur
rin
g
di
st
in
ct
io
ns

be
tw
ee
n
th
e
do
m
es
tic

an
d

th
e
div

ine
.

Th
e
cir
cu
la
tio
n
of

th
es
e
Ju
de
o-
Ch

ris
tia
n
vis
ua
la

nd
m
at
er
ia
lt
ra
di
tio
ns

w
ith
in

El
vis

cu
ltu
re

is
cle

ar
ly
ev
id
en
ti
n
th
e
ho
m
es

of
pa
rti
cu
la
rly

de
di

ca
te
d
fan

s.
St
ep
pin

g
in
to

M
ar
y
Ca

rta
ya
’s
Fl
or
id
a
ho
m
e,

fo
r
ex
am

ple
,
is

lik
e
wa

lki
ng

in
to

a
pr
iva

te
Ro

m
an

Ca
th
ol
ic
ch
ap
el,

bu
ti
n
pla

ce
of
cr
uc
i

fix
es
,r
el
ig
io
us

pic
tu
re
s,

an
d
re
liq
ua
rie
s
th
er
e
ar
e
de
ns
e,
ne
at
ro
ws

of
El
vis

po
ste

rs
,d

ec
an
te
rs
,p
en
na
nt
s,
sp
oo
ns
,a
nd

pla
te
s
(fi
g.

3.
2)
.
Th
is
fa
n
ca
lls
he
r

ho
m
e

a
“m
em

or
ia
lt
o
El
vis
”
an
d
ca
lls

El
vis

he
r“
gu
ar
di
an

an
ge
l.”

Sh
e
is

a
pr
ac
tic
in
g
Ca

th
ol
ic
an
d
ha
s
sp
ec
ial

all
eg
ian

ce
to
O
ur

La
dy
of

th
e
Mi
rac

u—
bu
s
M
ed
al
,”
bu
tt
he
re

ar
e
fe
w
Ca

th
ol
ic
re
lig
io
us

ite
m
s
dis

pla
ye
d
in
he
r

ho
m
e. Bo
rn
in

19
42
,
Ca

rta
ya

de
sc
rib
es

he
rf
at
he
r
as

an
“a
bu
se
r”
wh

o
be
at

his
wi
fe

an
d
th
re
e
ch
ild
re
n
an
d
kic
ke
d
M
ar
y
ou
to
ft
he
ir
So
ut
h
M
ia
m
ih
om

e
at
th
e
ag
e
of

fift
ee
n.

“A
ll
Ih
ad

wa
s
m
y
re
co
rd
pla

ye
ra
nd

m
y
El
vis

re
co
rd
s,”

sh
e
re
ca
lls
,
“a
nd

Il
ist
en
ed

to
th
em

ov
er

an
d
ov
er
.”
In

19
67
,
Ca

rta
ya
m
ar

rie
d;
he
ro
nl
y
ch
ild

die
d
at
bi
rth

in
th
e
ea
rly

19
7o
s.
1-l
er
se
co
nd

m
ar
ria
ge
,i
n

19
82
,
las

te
d
on
ly
six

m
on
th
s.
“I
wa

s
alo

ne
an
d
El
vis

wa
s
th
er
e
fo
rm

e,
”
sh
e

re
m
ar
ks
.
“E
lvi
s
ha
s
br
ou
gh
ts

o
m
uc
h
to

m
e,

an
d
wh

en
he

die
d
Iw

an
te
d

to
m
ak
e
su
re

his
im
ag
e
wa

sn
’t
m
ut
ila
te
d.

He
giv

es
m
e
th
e
bo
os
tt
o
ov
er

co
m
e
th
e
hu
rd
les

.T
hr
ou
gh

hi
m

Ik
no
w
th
at
th
ing

s
ca
n
be

do
ne
.”

Fo
rs
uc
h
fan

s,
El
vis

Ro
om

s
ar
e
cr
ea
tiv
e
m
ea
ns

to
he
lp
th
em

co
pe

w
ith

th
e
di
ffi
cu
ltie

s
an
d
ne
ed
s
in

th
ei
r
liv
es
,
re
fu
ge
s
wh

er
e
th
ey

ex
pe
rie
nc
e

th
ei
r
fe
eli
ng
s
fo
r
El
vis

pr
iva

te
ly,

on
th
ei
r
ow

n
te
rm
s.

Ju
de
o-
Ch

ris
tia
n

ho
m
e
sh
rin
es

ar
e
sim

ila
rly

po
we

rfu
lf
or
m
s
of

do
m
es
tic

pi
et
y
es
pe
cia

lly
fo
rw

om
en
.G

en
er
al
ly
ex
clu

de
d
fro
m
pu
bl
ic
fo
rm
s
of

re
lig
io
us

lea
de
rs
hip

an
d
ex
pr
es
sio

n,
Ch

ris
tia
n
wo

m
en

of
te
n
us
e
th
e
do
m
es
tic

sp
he
re
to
co
m

m
un
ica

te
th
ei
rp

er
so
na
ls
pi
rit
ua
ln
ee
ds

an
d
de
sir
es
.
Ho

m
e
alt
ar
s
ar
e
on
e

of
the

se
m
an
ife
st
at
io
ns
—
bo
th
pr
iva

te
re
lig
io
us

en
de
av
or
s
an
d
vis
ib
ly
co
n

sc
iou

s
ex
pr
es
sio

ns
of

fa
m
ily

re
lat
ion

sh
ips

,
tra
di
tio
ns
,
an
d
m
em

or
ie
s.

By
m
ak
in
g
th
em

,w
om

en
st
re
ng
th
en

th
os
e
re
la
tio
ns
hi
ps

an
d
tra
di
tio
ns
,t
he
ir

re
lig
io
us

be
lie
fs,

an
d
th
ei
r
ow

n
ide

nt
itie

s.1
2
By

bl
en
di
ng

th
e
do
m
es
tic

an
d
th
e
di
vin

e,
ho
m
e
alt
ar
s
nu
rtu
re

fe
m
ale

an
d
fa
m
ily

sp
iri
tu
al
ity

an
d

VI
G
UR

E
3.
2

El
vis

im
ag
es

in
th
e
ho
m
e
of
M
ar
y
Ca

rta
ya
,F

lo
rid
a,

19
95
.

tra
ns
fo
rm

th
e
pr
iva

te
sp
he
re
in
to

ap
ow

er
fu
ll
oc
us
of
re
lig
io
si
ty

Th
e
lo
ok

an
d
fe
el
of

m
an
y
El
vis

Ro
om

s
su
gg
es
ts
th
at
va
rio
us

Ju
de
o-
Ch

ris
tia
n
tra
di

tio
ns
of

do
m
es
tic

re
lig
io
sit
y
th
at
al
lo
w
be
lie
ve
rs

to
de
co
ra
te
th
ei
rh

om
es

an
d
ve
ne
ra
te

th
ei
r
ch
os
en

de
itie

s
or

ho
ly

fig
ur
es

in
hi
gh
ly
pe
rs
on
al
ize

d
wa

ys
ap
pe
ar
to

ha
ve

be
en

ab
so
rb
ed

by
m
an
y
El
vis

fan
s.

RI
NS

filf
ill

PI
IH
IU
C
l~
lllf
l~
W
t~

M
an
y
of

th
e
im
ag
es
,e

ffe
cts

,a
nd

rit
ua
ls
th
at

fan
s
us
e
in
th
ei
rh
om

es
to
ar

tic
ula

te
th
ei
rd
ev
ot
io
n
to
El
vis

ar
e
re
pe
at
ed

in
th
e
pu
bl
ic
sp
he
re
,e

sp
ec
ial
ly

at
Gr
ac
ela

nd
du
rin
g
El
vis

W
ee
k.
Re

lig
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us

te
rm
s
lik
e
pil
gr
im
ag
e
an
d
sh
rin
e

are
no
t
pa
rt
of

th
e

av
er
ag
e
Gr
ac
ela

nd
vis
ito
r’s

vo
ca
bu
lar
y,

an
d
m
an
y

m
ig
ht

be
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fe
nd
ed

at
th
e
us
e
of

su
ch

wo
rd
s.
St
ill,

Gr
ac
ela

nd
—
se
tb
ac
k
on

a
hi
ll
an
d
co
m
pl
et
el
y
su
rro
un
de
d
by

fie
ld
st
on
e
wa

lls
an
d
wh

ite
fe
nc
es
—
is

co
nc
ep
tu
ali
ze
d
by

th
ou
sa
nd
s
of

El
vis

fan
s
as

an
es
pe
cia

lly
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llo
we

d
pla

ce
wh

os
e
ev
er
y
su
rfa
ce

is
ch
ar
ge
d
w
ith

El
vis
’s
sp
iri
t.
Fa
ns

go
to

Gr
ac
ela

nd
to

wa
lk
in

his
m
an
sio

n,
ga
ze

at
his

th
ing

s,
m
ou
rn

at
his

gr
av
e
sit
e,

an
d
be
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th
at
m
uc
h
clo

se
rt
o
th
e
m
an

th
ey

ad
or
e
(fi
g.

3.
3)
.
So
m
e
lea

ve
no
te
s:

sli
ps

of
pa
pe
rt
uc
ke
d
un
de
rv

as
es

or
hi
dd
en

be
hi
nd

cu
rta
in
s
w
ith

me
ss
ag
es

lik
e

“E
lvi
s,

we
mi
ss

yo
u.

Lo
ve
,
Bo
b
an
d
M
ar
ge
.”
O
th
er
s
ar
e
un
ab
le
to

re
sis
t

th
e
te
m
pt
at
io
n
to

ta
ke

a
lit
tle

of
pie

ce
of

Gr
ac
ela

nd
ho
m
e
w
ith

th
em

,
po
ck
et
in
g
lea

ve
s,
pe
bb
les

,s
tic
ks
,a

nd
pin

ch
es
of
di
rt

as
to
ke
ns

of
th
ei
rp
il

gr
im
ag
e
an
d
th
ei
r
br
us
h
w
ith

El
vis
.
It

is
th
e
st
uf
f
of

m
at
er
ia
lc
ul
tu
re
—

wh
ich

in
th
is

ca
se

is
Gr
ac
ela

nd
an
d
its

re
lic
s—

th
at

is
pi
vo
ta
lt
o
th
e
de
vo

tio
na
lp
ra
cti
ce
s
an
d
be
lie
fs
of

El
vis
’s
fan

s.
Gr
ac
ela

nd
’s

sh
rin
e-
lik
e
se
ns
ib
ilit
y

is
pa
rti
cu
la
rly

ev
id
en
t
du
rin
g
El
vis

W
ee
k,
wh

en
fan

s
en
ga
ge

in
sp
ec
ific

rit
ua
ls.

Th
ey

to
ur

Gr
ac
ela

nd
,
at
te
nd

fa
n
fe
sti
va
ls

an
d
m
em

or
ia
l
se
rvi
ce
s,

wa
tc
h
El
vis
-im

pe
rs
on
at
or

co
nt
es
ts,

vis
it
Su
n
St
ud
ios

ne
ar
do
wn

to
wn

M
em

ph
is,

ea
ta

tl
oc
al

re
sta

ur
an
ts,

an
d

ta
g
th
ei
r
na
m
es

on
th
e
wa

lls
in
fro
nt
of

Gr
ac
ela

nd
.
Th
ey

sp
en
d

a
lo
t
of

tim
e
bu
yin

g
El
vis

st
uf
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tt
he

gi
ft
sh
op
s
th
at
su
rro
un
d
Gr
ac
ela

nd
.F

an
s
at

ar
ea

m
ot
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pa
rti
cip

at
e
in
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bo
ra
te
wi
nd
ow

-d
ec
or
at
in
g
co
m
pe
tit
io
ns
;o
th

ers
su
bm

it
pi
ct
ur
es

an
d
cr
af
ts

to
th
e
an
nu
al

El
vis

Ar
t
Ex
hi
bi
t
he
ld

at
th
e
Gr
ac
ela

nd
Pl
az
a
Vi
sit
or

Ce
nt
er
.
O
rd
in
ar
y
sp
ac
es
—
m
ot
els

an
d
re
st
au

ra
nt
s,

fo
r
ex
am

ple
—
be
co
m
e

sa
cre

d
sp
ac
es

du
rin
g
El
vis

W
ee
k,

be
ca
us
e

El
vis

fan
s
oc
cu
py

th
em

an
d
fil
lt
he
m
w
ith

im
ag
es

an
d
ob
jec

ts
th
at

th
ey

de
em

to
ha
ve

sp
ec
ial

sig
nif
ica

nc
e.

Si
m
ul
ta
ne
ou
sly

a
sh
rin
e
an
d
a
sh
op
pi
ng

m
all
,G

ra
ce
lan

d’s
m
ul
ti-
ac
re

co
m
pl
ex

is
no

di
ffe
re
nt
th
an

ot
he
rp
ilg
rim

ag
e

sit
es
:a

tL
ou
rd
es
,a

tt
he

Ba
sil
ica

of
th
e
Vi
rg
in
of

Gu
ad
alu

pe
,a

nd
at
Gr
ac
e-

lan
d,

de
vo
tio
na
lp
ra
cti
ce
s,
m
at
er
ia
lc
ul
tu
re
,
an
d
co
m
m
er
cia

lis
m

ar
e
ty
pi

ca
lly
m
ixe

d.
El
vis

W
ee
k
cu
lm
in
at
es

in
th
e
al
l-n
ig
ht
Ca

nd
le
lig
ht
Vi
gi
lo
n
th
e
an
ni
ve
r

sa
ry
of

El
vis
’s
de
at
h,
wh

en
fan

s
ga
th
er

at
th
e
ga
tes

of
Gr
ac
ela

nd
an
d
w
al
k

up
th
e
m
an
sio

n’s
ste

ep
pa
th
wa

y
to

th
e
M
ed
ita
tio
n
Ga

rd
en
s
fo
ra

br
ie
f,
pr
i

va
te
tri
bu
te
.E

ac
h
so
le
m
nl
y
be
ar
s
a
gl
ow

in
g
ca
nd
le,
lit
fro
m

a
to
rc
h
at
th
e

sta
rt
of

th
e
pr
oc
es
sio

n.
On

ce
ba
ck

do
wn

th
e
dr
ive

wa
y
an
d
ou
tsi
de

Gr
ac
e-

lan
d’s

ga
tes

,t
he

ce
le
br
an
ts
nu
ffs

th
e
ca
nd
le
ou
t.
Th
e
to
ne

of
th
is
rit
ua
li
s

cle
ar
ly
bo
rro
we

d
fro
m
tra
di
tio
na
lr
el
ig
io
us

pr
ac
tic
es
,f
ro
m

th
e
ce
re
m
on
ia
l

am
bia

nc
e
of

a
Ch

ris
tm
as

m
id
ni
gh
tm

as
s
to
th
e
pr
ec
ise

vig
ils

at
th
e
Sh
rin
e

of
Sa
int

Ju
de

in
Ch

ica
go
,w

he
re

th
e
lig
ht
in
g
of

ca
nd
les

m
ar
ks

th
e
be
gin

-
flin

g
an
d
th
e
en
d
of

ea
ch

pi
lg
rim

’s
de
vo
tio
na
le

nc
ou
nt
er
.1
3
It
als

o
re
se
m

ble
s
se
cu
lar

rit
ua
ls

su
ch

as
Bi
c
fli
ck
in
g
at
ro
ck

co
nc
er
ts

(a
n
en
co
re
su
m

m
on
s)
to
th
e
lig
ht
in
g
of

th
e
O
lym

pi
c
To
rc
h.

Fo
rt
ho
se

wh
o
ar
e
no
tf
am

il
iar

w
ith

ce
re
m
on
ia
lb
eh
av
ior
,
sa
cre

d
or

se
cu
lar
,
El
vis

In
c.

pr
ov
ide

s
so
m
e

“s
pe
cia

lg
ui
de
lin
es
”:
“P
lea

se
av
oid

lo
ud

ta
lk
in
g
or

la
ug
ht
er

or
an
y
be
ha
v

io
r
th
at
m
ig
ht

be
of
fe
ns
ive

to
,
or

un
ap
pr
ec
ia
te
d
by

th
os
e
wh

o
ta
ke

th
is

tri
bu
te

se
rio
us
ly.

Th
e
Ca

nd
le
lig
ht
Vi
gi
l
is
in
te
nd
ed

to
be

a
so
lem

n,
re

sp
ec
tfu
lt
rib
ut
e.
”

Fo
r
m
os
t
El
vis

fan
s,

th
e
Ca

nd
le
lig
ht

Vi
gi
l
is

a
hu
sh
ed
,
so
m
be
r
ce
re

m
on
y,

th
e
ca
th
ar
tic

m
om

en
t
of

an
em

ot
io
na
lw

ee
k.

Ri
tu
als

of
te
n
ha
ve

sp
ec
ial

m
ea
ni
ng

be
ca
us
e
of

a
ta
ng
ib
le

se
ns
ua
lq
ua
lity
,a

nd
th
is
on
e
is
pa
r

tic
ul
ar
ly

se
ns
at
ion

al:
th
er
e

ar
e
th
e

so
un
ds

of
cic
ad
as
,
lo
w

m
ur
m
ur
s,

hu
sh
ed

cri
es
,
an
d
El
vis
’s
m
us
ic,

br
oa
dc
as
to

ve
r
st
ra
te
gi
ca
lly

pla
ce
d
lo
ud

sp
ea
ke
rs;

th
er
e
is
th
e
vis
ua
ls
pe
cta

cle
of

Gr
ac
ela

nd
lit
up

at
ni
gh
t,
an
d
of

flic
ke
rin
g
ca
nd
les

an
d

a
se
em

in
gl
y
en
dle

ss
lin
e
of

fan
s
slo

wl
y
pa
ra
di
ng

alo
ng

Gr
ac
ela

nd
’s
se
rp
en
tin
e
dr
ive

wa
y;

an
d
th
en

th
er
e
ar
e
th
e
sm

ell
s
of

wa
x,
pe
rfu
m
e,
flo
we

rin
g
m
ag
no
lia
s,
m
ou
nd
s
of

ro
se
s,
an
d
sw
ea
t—

an
d,
of

co
ur
se
,
th
e
da
m
p
an
d
ste

am
y
he
at
,
m
ad
e

ev
en

m
or
e

op
pr
es
siv
e
fro
m

sta
nd
ing

in
lin
e
w
ith

te
ns
of

th
ou
sa
nd
s
of
ot
he
rf
an
s,
pr
es
se
d
to
ge
th
er
,f
or

ho
ur
s
on

en
d.

Co
m
bi
ne
d,

the
se

m
ak
e
th
e
Ca

nd
le
lig
ht
Vi
gi
la

n
es
pe
cia

lly
sp
ec
ta
cu
lar

rit
ua
l.

Th
e
ev
en
t’s

sp
ec
ial

ch
ar
ac
te
ri
s
fu
rth
er

en
ha
nc
ed

by
th
e
of
fe
rin
gs

th
at

fan
s
lea

ve
at

El
vis
’s

to
m
b:

flo
we

rs
,
ph
ot
og
ra
ph
s,

pic
tu
re
s,

do
lls
,
to
ys
,

te
dd
y
be
ar
s,

an
d
re
co
rd
s
(se

e
fig
.
3.~

).
A
fa
n
fro
m

M
iss
ou
ri
of
te
n
lea

ve
s

FI
G
UR

E
3.3

El
vis

fa
ns
in
th
e
G
ra
ce
la
nd

M
ed
ita
tio
n
Ga

rd
en
s,
El
vis

W
ee
k
19
96
.
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G
ift
s
le
ft
by

fa
ns

at
El
vis
’s
gr
av
e
du
rin
g
El
vis

W
ee
k
19
96
.

on
e
or

m
or
e
ta
ble

au
x
th
at

in
co
rp
or
at
e
le
tte
rs

or
m
em

en
to
s
fro
m

fan
s

wh
o
ha
ve

no
tb
ee
n
ab
le
to

m
ak
e
th
e
tri
p
to

Gr
ac
ela

nd
.
On

e,
a
sc
ul
pt
ur
e

of
of
tin
fo
il,
gi
ft
wr
ap
,
an
d
pla

sti
c
flo
we

rs
,i
nc
lu
de
d

a
ple

dg
e
of

de
vo
tio
n

fro
m

Ra
lf,

a
dis

ab
led

fif
te
en
-y
ea
r-o
ld

fa
n
fro
m

G
er
m
an
y;

an
ot
he
r
co
m

bi
ne
d
El
vis

im
ag
es
w
ith

pa
ge
s
fro
m
Ka
hl
il
Gi
br
an
’s
po
em

Th
e
Pr
op
he
t,
on
e

of
El
vis
’s
fa
vo
rit
e
bo
ok
s
(fi
g.
~

So
m
e
of

th
es
e
gif
ts,

es
pe
cia

lly
th
os
e
fe
a

tu
rin
g
im
ag
es

of
El
vis
,
ar
e
of
fe
re
d
m
uc
h

as
ar
e
ex
-v
ot
os
,
or

mi
lag

ro
s,

at
Ca

th
ol
ic

sh
rin
es
.
M
ad
e
of

tin
an
d
sh
ap
ed

lik
e
bo
dy

pa
rts

(h
ea
rts
,
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nd
s,

fe
et
),
ex
-v
ot
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ar
e
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m
m
on
ly
le
ft
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pe
tit
io
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to

th
an
k
a
sa
int

fo
ra

cu
re

or
he
ali
ng
;’4

an
ex
-v
ot
o
of

a
leg

m
ig
ht

be
le
ft
at
Lo
ur
de
s,
fo
re

xa
m
ple

,t
o

th
an
k
th
e
Vi
rg
in
M
ar
y
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rt
he

m
en
di
ng

of
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ro
ke
n
bo
ne
.O

ffe
rin
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re
pr
e

se
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ing

El
vis
—
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lls

an
d
pi
ct
ur
es

th
at
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at
e
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bo
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e
an
d
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at
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e
pla

ce
d
on
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ne
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e
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ot
wh

er
e
he

is
bu
rie
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-s
ee
m
to

ha
ve
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rly

po
we

rfu
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on
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ta
tio
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rE

lvi
s
fan

s.
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e
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ar
e
a
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y
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sa
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g
th
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k
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ex
pr
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gr
at
itu
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to
El
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fro
m
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s.
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a
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e
m
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g
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te
n
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ke
s
m
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l
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(th
e
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in
g
of
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we

rs
on

gr
av
es
;t
he

lea
vin

g
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do
g
tag

s
at
th
e
V
ie
t
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m
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te
ra
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M
em
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ia
l;
th
e
m
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g
of
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he
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M
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Q
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th
e
of
fe
rin
gs

le
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at
Gr
ac
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nd
,
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lly
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g
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vis

W
ee
k,

he
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fan
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FI
G
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