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1.1am beginning my third year in the liff/DU joint doctoral program in Religion and Poetic Studies. We live in Denver,
although our three young adutt children live outside of Colorado as they pursue their work and education. My
experience includes spiritual care positions in hospital and hospice setiings. | hope to use my liff degree to explore and
write about contemporary poetry and spiritual care in the context of bereavement care settings. | am an ordained
minister in the United Church of Christ. Along my journey | grew up in different cultures and traditions with influences,
from my mother's Methodist and my father's Mormon roots. For a time, | seriously considered Buddhism and an
Episcopal church. Through caring and loving mentors | found my way to the UCC in 2010

2. Aspiitual practice that helps me be fully present in care conversations with someone who is different from me is to

honor his/herftheir difference with an openness to unexpected answers and a wilingness to make mistakes. | don't

identify with a non-anxious presence. Spiritual practices that help me honor difference are: prayer and meditation, self-

reflection, imagination, reading poetry, service to others, and conversation with trusted friends. Often a sense of humor

helps.

ook forward to learning about you




