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CHAPTER 2

The World as It Is

I.

Q f course, you don’t build relationships in a vacuum. The
world outside the door of the church always influences your

actions, options, and possibilities. Thugs still control some cor
ners. Gangsters still shake down your construction site. Local pol
iticians with little power and less ability divert and distract you.
The market rewards some and punishes many. The unskilled
wander through a half-work-life while a celebrity culture creates
expensive new needs. Institutions shift and drift, responsible at
times, damaging at times. And we shift and drift, responsible at
times, not at times. King George wants you dead. The South has
seceded and engaged in a war of numbing destruction. Commu
nity “activists” shout outrageous comments at the media and claim
to speak for “the people.” Terrorists strike—the terrorist in the
housing project elevator late at night, the terrorists in the jets that
dive out of the morning sky. The world, on a good day, is like the
inside of City Hall at the height of the Koch years—crowded,
loud, raucous, confusing, and even dangerous.

So, you are building relationships in a tough and noisy world,
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about the basic questions and tactical tips that we’ve discussed.
And that’s where most of our best training ends—leaving people
stirred up, examining their habits in the public arena, imagining
themselves operating in a different way, and fitter for the vital
democratic duties that lie before them.

One of those democratic duties we prepare people for is direct
public action.

PART II

Thel


