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“It’s Introduction
amst
You
:tion
than The Industrial Areas Foundation:
that Social Knowledge, Power, and Politicalness
nots
peo

ings
rom
sac-
and
the

of a This book is about roots—roots for radicals. The late Monsignor Jack Egan

us of Chicago, an old friend and comrade in the struggle, suggested the title, and

cher it fits. But “radical” is a misunderstood word for many folks today, so I need
to make it clear from the start. The people you’ll meet in these pages don’t
dress in black, wear masks, or kick in shop indowsdica1” is from a

rkel Latin word that means “root.” Radical means going to the roots of the matter,
and the roots of the spirit. A radical is a person who searches for meaning
and affirms commUiWfor me, that has meant half a century of organizing
for power on behalf of justice and democracy. People’s public lives are fueled
by a tension that won’t go away, and the most radical thing they do out of
that tension starts with what I call the relational meeting. More on that ten
sion and those meetings later.

Don’t expect a quick read here. These pages require that you bend back
and reflect on your own life. Readers who hunger for meaning, for making
sense of daily reality, should be fed here. People looking for a quick fix for
what ails America, the faint of heart, and those without passion should stop
now. So let’s whet our appetite and go on a journey.

A little historical perspective never hurts. Nearly fifty years have passed
since poverty and urban decay became matters of major attention and con
tention in America (eliminating slums, LBJ’s war on poverty, etc.). But after
decades of ideological argument and top-down bureaucratic experimentation,
our cities are still drowning in poor people, violence, and desperation. During
that same period, our public life has been eroded by the isolation and anxiety
of consumerism, unfettered capitalism, and social divisions. The capacity of
everyday ordinary people to make room at the table of public life for folk
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