

IST 2103    MEDIEVAL MYSTICISM




(4 credit hours)

Course Schedule: March 27, 2017 – June 2, 2017
Course Location: Hybrid: Online and April 28 (1:00-5:00 pm) & April 29 (8:00 am – 12:00 pm), The Iliff School of Theology

Required Texts:

Richard Woods. Christian Spirituality: God's Presence through the Ages (new expanded edition). Orbis Books. 2006. ISBN: 1-57075-644-9

Bernard McGinn. The Essential Writings of Christian Mysticism. The Modern Library. 2006. ISBN: 0-8129-7421-2

Emilie Griffin, ed. Bernard of Clairvaux: Selected Works. (Harper Collins Spiritual Classics). HarperOne. 1987. ISBN: 978-0-06-075067-1

Edmund Colledge & James Walsh, eds. Julian of Norwich's Showings. (The Classics of Western Spirituality). Paulist Press. 1978. ISBN-10: 0-8091-2091-7

Edmund Colledge & Bernard McGinn, eds. Meister Eckhart: The Essential Sermons, Commentaries, Treatises, and Defense. (The Classics of Western Spirituality). Paulist Press. 1981. ISBN: 0-8091-2370-3
Instructor: Tim Bryan, M.S., M.A., Th.D., The John Wesley Iliff Senior Instructor in Church History

Availability: Telephone: 303-466-4828 (Please call after 9:00 AM
        and before 9:00 PM)



    Personal email: bryan147@msn.com


        I will return messages within 24-48 hours.

Course Description

In the European Middle Ages a number of clergy and lay believers—female and male—were convinced that the divine realities of the faith could be intimately experienced. They were the practitioners of long-cultivated mystical traditions that took on new directions and forms in their experiences and writings. Representative figures like Hildegard of Bingen, Bernard of Clairvaux, John Bonaventure, Marguerite Porete, Meister Eckhart, Julian of Norwich, Catherine of Siena, and others sometimes claimed to have visions, often emphasized mystical union with Christ or Being itself, were frequently strong supporters of the Church or, at other times, seen as threats to the faith, and usually promoted the ideals of simplicity, poverty, and compassion.

In this course we will read the writings of some of the medieval mystics; discuss their key ideas in the context of their social, political, and religious world; describe the prominent types of mysticism in the period; and draw some connections to the contemporary world.

Assignments 

Week One: March 27 – April 2

Topic: Introduction to Medieval Spirituality

Readings: 
Christian Spirituality, pages 83-173




Christian Mysticism, xii-xvii


Posted Response to Readings: March 30

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): April 1 

Week Two: April 3 – April 9

Topic: Union with God



 Bernard of Clairvaux, On Loving God

Readings:
Bernard of Clairvaux, pages 47-93




One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 2: Section 




  13 (pages 427-477, excluding the reading from

                                Bernard of Clairvaux)


Posted Response to Readings: April 6

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): April 8
Week Three: April 10 – April 16

Topic: Reading Scripture



 Bernard of Clairvaux, Sermons on the Song of Songs

Readings:
Bernard of Clairvaux, Sermons on the Song of Songs, 




  pages 95-133




One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 1: Section 




  1 (pages 3-46, excluding the reading from Bernard of 



  Clairvaux)


Posted Response to Readings: April 17

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): April 18

(Note: online responses are usually expected by Thursday and 


Saturday of each week; however, because this is the Christian Holy 


Week and the Jewish Passover, responses to the readings should be 


made by Monday and Tuesday of the following week.)

Week Four: April 17 – April 23

Topic: Encountering Christ



  Julian of Norwich, Showings

 Readings:
Showings, pages 123-170; 193-209



One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 2: Section




  7 (pages 221-250, excluding the readings from 




  Bernard of Clairvaux and Julian of Norwich)

Posted Response to Readings: April 22

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): April 23

(Note: Since the assignments for Week Three spilled into this
week, posted responses for the readings this week should be made by Saturday and Sunday of this week.)
Week Five: April 24 – April 30

Topic: Deification and Birthing



  Meister Eckhart, Selected Sermons


Readings:
Meister Eckhart, pages 177-208




One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 2: 




  Section 12 (pages 395-425, excluding the reading from 




  Meister Eckhart)


Posted Response to Readings: April 27


(Note: Since this is the week for on-site classes, the posted response to 


other students’ posts is not necessary.)

Gathering Sessions

Dates & Time: 
April 28 (1:00 pm – 5:00 pm)





April 29 (8:00 am – 12:00 pm)

Assignment: Students will present a summary of their reading and response to a chosen periodical article. 
Week Six: May 1 – May 7

Topic: Love & Knowledge



 Julian of Norwich: “The Servant Parable”; Mother Images


Readings:
Showings, pages 267-305




One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 2: 




  Section 8 (pages 251-280, excluding the reading from 




  Bernard of Clairvaux) 


Posted Response to Readings: May 4

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): May 6 

Week Seven: May 8 – May 14

Topic: Mysticism, Heresy, & Pastoral Care



 Meister Eckhart on the Defense & Spiritual Advisor


Readings:
Meister Eckhart, pages 71-81; 247-294




One selection from Christian Mysticism, Part 3:




  Section 14 (pages 481-517, excluding the reading 




  “Meister Eckhart’s Condemnation”)


Posted Response to Readings: May 11

Posted Response to Posts of Other Student(s): May 13
Week Eight: May 15 – May 21

Topic: Selected Themes on the Mystical Life from Christian 



 Mysticism 

Readings: 1. Prayer, Liturgy, and the Sacraments (pages 79-121)



        2. Inner and Outer Practices (pages 123-148)



        3. Mystical Itineraries (pages 149-187)


        4. Living the Trinity (pages 191-220)


Posted Responses to Readings: May 18

Posted Responses to Posts of Other Student(s): May 20
Week Nine: May 22 – May 28

Topic: Selected Themes on the Mystical Life from Christian 



 Mysticism 

Readings: 1. Positive and Negative Ways to God (pages 281-308)



       2. Vision, Contemplation, and Rapture (pages 309-364)


   
       3. Distress and Dereliction (pages 365-393)



       4. Contemplation and Action (pages 519-551)


Posted Responses to Readings: May 25

Posted Responses to Post of Other Student(s): 


May 27
Week Ten: May 29 – June 2

Topic: Individual Paper Due (See Individual Paper Assignment 



    Description in Syllabus)

Dates Due: 
Prospective June Graduates: May 30 (Grades need to        be submitted to Registrar by June 1)




All Others: June 2
Protocol for posting responses and contributing to an online discussion 
  

	· Postings should be timely and follow the “rhythm” suggested in the syllabus to respond to the discussion thread by Thursday at noon and reply to at least one colleague by Saturday at Midnight.

	· Postings should be a minimum of one thorough paragraph and a maximum of two paragraphs.

	· Avoid postings that are limited to 'I agree' or 'great idea', etc. If you agree (or disagree) with a posting then say why you agree by supporting your statement with concepts from the readings or by bringing in a related example or experience.

	· Address all aspects of the discussion thread question (try not to let the discussion stray).

	· Feel free to support your postings with text from the selections we read or other scholarly/pastoral resources you are familiar with.

	· Build on other’s responses to create dynamic learning and healthy community interchange.

	· Bring in related prior knowledge (work experience, prior coursework, other readings, etc.)

	· Use proper etiquette (proper language, typing, etc.).

	· Asking critical questions and posing multiple perspectives is crucial to our on-going learning.  Please be respectful of other positions and ideas… it’s ok to disagree, just do it respectfully!


Ensuring Active & Engaging Participation 
in Online Discussions
	 Category
	1. Drifting
	2. Moving in the Right Direction
	3. Valuable Performance
	4. Highly Engaged Learner 

	Contribution to the Learning Community
	Does not make effort to participate in learning community as it develops; seems indifferent
	Occasionally makes meaningful reflection on group's efforts; marginal effort to become involved with group
	Often presents reflections that become central to the group’s discussion; interacts freely and encourages others
	Consistently presents creative reflections on topic; aware of needs of community; frequently prompts further discussion of topic; often posts additional ideas, wonderings, etc. 

	Relevance of Posts
	Posts responses which do not relate to the discussion content; makes irrelevant remarks
	Occasionally posts off topic; most posts offer no further insight into the topic
	Posts are related to discussion topic; makes some connections with readings and prior experience
	Posts consistently are related to discussion topic and thoroughly address all questions; effectively weaves readings and prior experience into discussion; cites additional references related to topic when appropriate

	Expression Within the Post
	Does not express opinions or ideas clearly; no connection to topic; disrespectfully disagrees with others’ opinions
	Unclear connection to topic evidenced in minimal expression of opinions or ideas; respectfully disagrees with others’ opinions
	Opinions and ideas are stately clearly with occasional lack of connection to topic; respectfully disagrees with others’ opinions
	Expresses opinions and ideas in a clear and concise manner with obvious connection to topic; respectfully disagrees with others’ opinions

	Delivery of Post
	Utilizes poor spelling and grammar in most posts; posts appear "hasty"
	Errors in spelling and grammar evidenced in several posts
	Few grammatical or spelling errors are noted in posts
	Consistently uses grammatically correct posts with rare misspellings

	Promptness and Initiative for active Participation
	Does not respond to most postings; rarely participates freely
	Responds to most postings but limited to initial responses—does not reply to others to foster active participation; limited initiative
	Responds promptly to all postings and replies to other responses although may be minimally at times
	Responds promptly to all postings and provides leadership in replying to others’ responses to foster active discussion and build community.


Assignments and Point Values 
Assignment

When Due

Points

Points Earned
Posted Response

To Readings

Weeks 1-9

54 (6 pts 









each wk)

____________
Individual Posted 

Response

To Other Posts
Weeks 1-4, 6-9 
24 (3 pts









each week)
____________
Article Response
Week 5


10


____________

Individual Final

Paper


Week 10


20 


____________
_
TOTAL POINTS



  108
 
      ____________
Postings (Weeks 1-9)
Online postings should adhere to the “Protocol for posting responses and contributing to an online discussion” and consider the possible pitfalls and best practices identified in the rubric “Ensuring Active & Engaging Participation in Online Discussion” that will be used to evaluate the online responses.

Online postings will initially respond to the instructor-generated discussion questions, which will be posted by Monday of each week. After the initial postings of the individual students (weeks 1-9), the posted responses to the initial responses will consist of student-generated personal insights, connections to other ideas and resources, questions, etc.
Article Response
Each student should pick a periodical article on any aspect of medieval mysticism. After reading the article, write a written response to it that includes the key points of the article and your evaluation of the article. The formal submission of the article response is due April 28. The formal submission should include a title page, a complete reference for the article, a 600-700 word summary of the article’s key points and your reaction to it.
Hard copies or email submissions will be accepted.
Individual Final Paper (Week 10: May 30 [prospective June graduates]; June 2 [all others]
The final paper (1200 – 1400 words) should describe a theme or concept that particularly interested you and characterizes some aspect of medieval mysticism (i.e., love, union, vision, scripture interpretation, light, Christ, prayer, will, etc.). The paper should: 

1. Identify how some of the mystics that we read understood the theme/concept and its importance. 
2. Relate the relevance of the theme/concept to either one’s own spiritual life and/or the contemporary church/world.
Hard copies or email submissions will be accepted. 

Written Assignments

The syllabus gives you guidelines on how long your postings and final paper should be. Please observe those guidelines as closely as possible. Some of you need more sentences to express yourself; others need fewer. I am more interested in having you write clearly rather than in having you worry about the length of your responses. If your responses are too long or too short, I will give you feedback accordingly.

The final paper should follow APA formatting (or other style acceptable to academic writing), which will include a title page, double- spacing, 12 point Times New Roman font, one-inch margins throughout, and references (in-text and references page). 
Late Assignments

All postings and final papers should be submitted by the day on which they are due. A posting one day late will be penalized 10%; two days late, 20%; and no posting will be accepted after the two-day late period. The instructor will not accept final papers after the last day of the course (June 2). 
Instructor Feedback 

The instructor will try to return feedback to the course participants on

each week’s postings by Wednesday of the following week (except for the delayed postings following the week of Easter and Passover, which will delay instructor feedback for a couple of days). 
ADA Accommodations

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs. Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations. The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303-765-1146.

