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IST2003: Hebrew Bible Introduction
Fall 2018
Tuesdays 1-4:30
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Instructor: Amy Erickson, Associate Professor of Hebrew Bible
aerickson@iliff.edu

Office: Iliff Hall 3rd floor
Office hours: Tuesdays 12-1 and by appointment
Course Description

This course introduces students to relevant themes in the Hebrew Bible. A number of topics will be covered in this course, including the historical development of the literature, religion, and culture of ancient Israel, and methods and interpretive strategies for understanding ancient texts.

Course Goals and Objectives

The goal of this course is to orient students to major aspects of the critical study of the Hebrew Bible. In order to accomplish this goal, we will:

1. introduce and familiarize students with the content of the Hebrew Bible, the types of literature contained therein, and the historical and cultural contexts in which this literature was produced, through readings, lectures, and examinations;

2. examine a number of critical issues and methods pertaining to the interpretation of the Hebrew Bible, through readings, lectures, and discussions;

3. develop students’ skills in the use of critical methodologies when interpreting the Hebrew Bible, through written assignments, readings, and discussions.

Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303.765.1146.
Texts    
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1. The Bible (*NRSV*)
Any study bible is fine as long as the translation is NRSV (New Revised Standard Version). Here are a few I recommend:

HarperCollins Study Bible: Student Edition: Fully Revised & Updated. Edited by Harold W. Attridge, et al. Society of Biblical Literature; HarperOne, 2006.


The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha: New Revised Standard Version.

Edited by Michael Coogan, Marc Brettler, et al. Oxford University Press, 2018.

The New Interpreter's Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version With the Apocrypha.

Edited by Walter Harrelson. Abingdon Press, 2003.
2. Coogan, Michael. A Brief Introduction to the Old Testament. New York: Oxford University Press, 2011. Second Edition. (note: a third edition is available, but I prefer the second edition)
3. Matthews, Victor Harold, and Don Carlos Benjamin. Old Testament Parallels: Laws and Stories from the Ancient Near East. Revised and Expanded Third Version. Mahwah, N.J: Paulist Press, 2007.
Recommended (especially if you have read the Bible in church context [i.e. Bible study] or devotionally): Brown, Michael Joseph. What They Don’t Tell You: A Survivor’s Guide to Biblical Studies. Louisville: Westminster Knox, 2011 or 2000 (either version is fine)
Assignments and Grading
Weekly reading quizzes: 30%

Final exegesis paper (4-5 pages): 60%
Participation (showing up, engaging in class, working in collaborative learning groups): 10%. You are eligible for one excused absence. If you miss more than one class, your participation grade will drop by a full letter grade.
SCHEDULE
Class 1: September 11
Introduction

Reading

Coogan, 1-24
Adam Gopnik, Introduction to The Good Book: Writers Reflect on Favorite Bible Passages. Edited by Andrew Blauner. Simon & Schuster 2015. ix-xvii
Stephen B. Chapman, “What Are We Reading? Canonicity and the Old Testament.” Word & World, Fall 2009.
Choose two of following articles. All are available on the canvas site: 
Mark Zvi Brettler, “Biblical Authority: A Jewish Pluralistic View,” in Engaging Biblical Authority: Perspectives on the Bible as Scripture. Ed. W. P. Brown. Louisville, Ky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007. 1-9.

Serene Jones, “Inhabiting Scripture, Dreaming Bible,” in Engaging Biblical Authority, 73-80.

Peter Ochs, “The Bible’s Wounded Authority,” in Engaging Biblical Authority, 113-121.

Ellen Davis, “The Soil That Is Scripture,” in Engaging Biblical Authority, 36-44.
Suggested
Brown, What They Don’t Tell You
Class 2: September 18
Creation

Reading 

Genesis 1-11; Ps 74:12-17; 77:11-20 (communal laments); 136 (praise); Isa 40:12-31; 44:24-45:7; Prov 8:22-31; Job 38:1-40:5
Coogan, “Creations” and “Formation of the Pentateuch,” 27-59
OT Parallels, 3-42

 “The Great Hymn to Khnum” http://amentetneferet.wordpress.com/gods/khnum/ (compare to Prov 8:22-31; Job 38:1-40:5)
Suggested

Kathryn Schifferdecker, “‘And Also Many Animals’: Biblical Resources for Preaching about Creation.” Word & World 2007.

William P. Brown, “Proverbs 8:22-31.” Interpretation 2007: 286-289.

In-class exegesis exercise: Gen 1-2

Read the accounts of creation in OT Parallels comparing and contrasting Gen 1-2:4a and 2:4b-2:25 with these texts. Consider the questions below (as you read, or after reading each account, you might want to jot down notes to yourself or even create a chart to fill in), noting the similarities and differences between the accounts. 

Who creates?
How? (Out of what?)
Why?
What terms are used to describe humanity?
Other similarities/differences you noticed.

What do these stories have in common? What is different? What difference do the differences make? i.e., How do the differences effect the theologies of the texts? How do the biblical account(s) compare to the other ANE ones? To one another?

Class 3: September 25
Origin Stories and Ethnicity in the Hebrew Bible 

Reading
Gen 12-50; Deut 34:1-8; Exod 1-15 (esp 1-5); Ruth; Ezra 9-10; Joshua 2, 6

Coogan, “Ancestors of Israel” and “Escape from Egypt,” 63-97
“Ethnicity,” in A Thematic Intro to the HB, ed. S. Gravett, K. Bohmbach, F. Greifenhagen, and D. Polaski (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2008), 199-237.
Suggested

Thomas Römer, “Moses Outside the Torah and the Construction of a Diaspora Identity.” Journal of Hebrew Scriptures 8.15 (2008).
F. V. Griefenhagen, “Ethnicity In, With, or Under the Pentateuch.” Journal of Religion & Society 3 (2001).
Gale A. Yee, “‘She Stood in Tears amid the Alien Corn’: Ruth, the Perpetual Foreigner and Model Minority,” They were all together in one place? toward minority biblical criticism. Ed. by Randall Bailey, et al. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2009. 
Class 4: October 2
Shaping and Maintaining Identity: Boundaries and Relationships

Reading

Exod 20:22-23:33 and 25-40; Read ‘around’ in Leviticus, but concentrate on Lev 11, 13, 15, 18, 20, 21

Coogan, “From Egypt to Sinai” through “The End of the Journey,” 98-161
OT Parallels, 101-130
Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative, Chapter One (“A Literary Approach to the Bible”) 

Suggested

Martin Cohen, “The Biblical Prohibition of Homosexual Intercourse (Lev 18:22; 20:13),” in Biblical Studies Alternatively, ed. S. Scholtz. pp 153-164. 

Gary Anderson, “Sacrifice and Sacrificial Offerings,” The Anchor 

Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5, pp. 870-886 (also in Taylor Library reference section) 

In-class exegesis exercise: Joshua 2, 6
After reading Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative, Chapter One (“A Literary Approach to the Bible”), read the story of Rahab using a literary approach (and keeping in mind our conversations about ethnicity). Consider the themes and threads that hold the story together. How do the two narratives (in Josh 2 and Josh 6) function together (or not)? Can you identify repeated phrases and words that link them together or make them distinct? Who speaks, at what points in the story(-ies), and to whom does that person speak? Be alert to shifts and anomalies in the narrative and in the speeches. Can you identify elements in the narrative that function as symbols or metaphors? What does this text have to say about the identity of Israel? About God? How does the story function in the larger context of the book of Joshua? 

Class Five: October 9
History and Memory

Reading

Deuteronomy 1–7; 31–34; Josh 1; 23; Judges 1-9, 19-21

the Sennacherib Prism (Assyrian account of siege of Jerusalem) 

http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/meso/sennprism1.html (Columns 1-6)

Coogan, 162-192
Prepare for in-class discussion: Violence in the Hebrew Bible

“We may believe that Mesopotamian practices of violence and rituals of war are far removed from our own civilized time, yet even today, rituals of war, the parameters of accepted levels of torture and violence, and the treatment of prisoners of war and enemy combatants are redefined through visual displays in the media and through the rhetoric of justice and enlightenment. In the end, this ought to be a reminder that the usual statements of abhorrence of the Assyrian displays of violence fit neatly in Tzvetan Todorov’s observation that a description of the uncivilized sign (that of others) is an uncivilized description of the symbol (our own)….. The ideological belief that one’s own was the correct system of rule justified war, violence, the torture of enemy bodies. It justified imperialism, and a tyrannical reign, but ancient authors also worried about excesses of power and hubris and left numerous warnings and laments about the sorrows and horrors of war.” Z. Bahrani, Rituals of War: The Body and Violence in Mesopotamia, p 21.

Reflect on the above quote and reflect on the discourse of war and violence in the Hebrew Bible and in the United States (what’s similar; what’s different?).

Does the Hebrew Bible justify violence? Reflect on what you’ve read in Joshua in particular (and the HB in general) and take a position on the question (yes or no) and defend it in several sentences.
In-class text exercise: War Games
Class 6: October 16
Power

Reading

1-2 Samuel – 1 Kings 13 (focus on David and Solomon stories); Esther
Coogan, 195-236 

OT Parallels, 165-197 (texts TBA)
In-class exegesis exercise: David’s Dramas

Class 7: October 23
God’s Servant(s): Prophet, King, Messiah

Reading
Deut 18; Pss 2, 9-10; Isa 1, 6, 7, 9, 11, “the servant songs” (42:1-9, 18-25; 44:24-45:8; 48:12-22; 49:1-6, 7-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12); Jer 1, 28.

Coogan, 272-290
R. Kendall Soulen, The God of Israel and Christian Theology (Fortress 1996), pp 1-21. 
Adam Gregerman, “Theology Fail in Christian Statement on Israel, Judaism, Palestine” http://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/atheologies/6125/theology_fail_in_christian_statement_on_israel%2C_judaism%2C_palestine
Johanna Bos, “Responsible Christian Exegesis of Hebrew Scripture,” in The People’s Bible, pp 117-123. 
In-Class Discussion: What is “Responsible” Christian Interpretation of Hebrew Scriptures?  Please read the articles by Soulen, Bos, and Gregerman and reflect on the problem of Christians reading the Hebrew Bible, then consider how Christians might engage in responsible interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Class 8: October 30
Justice 

Reading
Exod 1-15; Deut 14, 16, 15, 23, 26, 28; Amos; Jeremiah 1-7; Pss 22, 40, 72, 82 
Coogan, 237-264, 291-312
Choose ONE: 

1. George Pixley, “A Latin American Perspective: The Option for the Poor in the Old Testament,” in Chapter 3 in Biblical Studies Alternatively (BSA), ed S. Scholtz. “Liberation and Oppression in the Book of Exodus,” pp 385-405. 

Interprets Exodus as a universal paradigm of liberation

2. Naim Stifan Ateek, “A Palestinian Perspective: The Bible and Liberation,” in Chapter 3 in BSA, “Liberation and Oppression in the Book of Exodus,” pp 385-405.

Interprets Exodus from the perspective of the Canaanites displaced by the freed Israelites. Concludes the exodus is not liberating for Palestinians

3. Robert Allan Warrior, “A Native American Perspective: Canaanites, Cowboys, and Indians,” in Chapter 3 in BSA, “Liberation and Oppression in the Book of Exodus,” pp 385-405.

Like Ateek, takes the perspective of Canaanites and compares them to the native people displaced by the arrival of the Europeans

4. Jon D Levenson, “Liberation Theology and the Exodus,” in Jews, Christians, and the Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures (ed. A. Bellis and J. Kaminsky; Atlanta: SBL, 2000)

Critiques liberation interpretations of the exodus story for anachronistically reading modern notions of freedom back into the text, and for universalizing the story by erasing God’s particular relationship with a particular people?
In-class discussion: Liberation in the Hebrew Bible?
Choose from among the four articles on Exodus as Liberation: Pixley, Ateek, Warrior or Levenson (make your selections on-line and we’ll assign you a group in class). In class you will be divided into groups and asked to present the main ideas and thesis of your reading to your group (in no more than 4 minutes!). Other students take notes. After the presentations are done, discuss whether or not the exodus story is a story of liberation, and for whom, by comparing and contrasting the information and perspectives of the different articles.
In-class exegesis exercise: Amos 5
Amos 5 is a collection of typical prophetic oracles of pre-exilic Israel. 

- Divide up chap 5 into different oracles, identifying different types of oracles (think form criticism!) and providing grounds for your divisions as you go. 

- In particular, think about judgment speeches – their form and function (in general) - and how they function in Amos 5, focusing on 5:7, 10-11. 

- Then consider how the oracles are connected together in literary ways.  

- What does Amos 5 (esp 7, 10-11) tell us about the economic situation and the practices of the time? What do you learn from this unit (5:7, 10-11) and the rest of the chapter about the relation between justice and the worship of God? 

- How are vv 8-9 different from the rest of the chapter? Can you find other texts in Amos that are similar to 5:8-9? What do they seek to express?
Class 9: November 6
The God of the Hebrew Bible
Reading
Deut 4; Judges 5, 16; Pss 1, 29, 33, 40, 42, 43, 56, 73, 88, 96, 104, 145; Isa 40, 41, 56, 57, 66
OT Parallels, 263-274

Coogan, 367-381
Read ONE of the following
Jan Assmann, Of God and Gods: Egypt, Israel, and the Rise of Monotheism. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2008. Chapter 1.

Mark S. Smith, “God in Israel’s Bible: Divinity between the World and Israel, between the Old and the New.” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 74 (2012): 1-27.
Matthew Schlimm, "Different Perspectives on Divine Pathos: An Examination of Hermeneutics in Biblical theology" Catholic Biblical Quarterly 69 (2007): 673-694.
In-class exegesis exercise
Read the following passages: Gen 4:8-15; Exod 33:18-23; Deut 10:12-22; 1 Sam 2:2-10; Ps 103:1-14; Ps 111:1-10; Isa 63:7-14; Nah 1:1-8; and make a list of the features of YHWH’s character that are emphasized in each passage. Pay attention to how the author depicts competing forms of religion. Choose one of the passages and answer the following questions:

1. What kinds of beliefs and practices does the author criticize?

2. What does the author say is wrong with these competing beliefs and practices?

3. What is the author’s attitude toward people who follows these beliefs and practices?

Is the God of the HB a violent and angry god? What are we to do with texts that suggest this?
November 13
NO CLASS  ---- SBL/AAR Annual Meeting 
Final Papers Due…
