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Iliff School of Theology

IST20191 Preaching and Spiritual Leadership (Re-revised)
Course Syllabus (Hybrid)
Spring 2020
INSTRUCTOR: 

Dr. Eunjoo Mary Kim 
Office Phone: 303-765-3196





E-Mail: ekim@iliff.edu

GATHERING DAYS: 
April 21 (Tue.), 1:00-5:00; April 22 (Wed.), 9:30-12:00
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES:
We are living in a world of complexity and polarization, culturally and religiously, as well as socio-politically. Our society desperately needs mature spiritual leadership that guides people in the process of discernment and to live it out faithfully. This course takes this situation seriously and focuses on preaching as an art of spiritual leadership. It aims to help students equip themselves as effective spiritual leaders and enhance their unique voices by deepening their understanding of spirituality and practicing their spiritual leadership through preaching. In order to fulfill these goals, this course focuses on  

1. historical, theological, and cultural understandings of spirituality,
2. the exploration of effective spiritual leadership in relation to the ministry of preaching,
3. the practice of preaching as an art of spiritual leadership.

Designed for those who wish to become great spiritual preachers, this course uses a variety of pedagogical approaches, such as group discussion, a survey of congregational spiritual types, preaching workshops, and self-and group evaluations of preaching.

 *In order to complete the course,  
· you should be able to upload your sermon videos to Canvas,
· you need to organize a sermon feedback group with 4-6 people who are available to listen to your sermon and provide you with constructive comments. The list of their names and contact information should be included in your summary of their feedback.  If it is not possible for them to congregate due to the COVID-19 crisis, they may watch your sermon video or live-stream of your preaching.
DEGREE LEARNING GOALS:
Theology and Religious Practices (PR): engage in analysis of contemporary religious traditions and institutions in order to assess, design, and perform meaningful leadership practices with sensitivity to contextual realities and relationship (Master’s Student Handbook).
In this class, we are committed to modeling the values Iliff embraces: diversity, mutual respect, accountability, honest communication, critical self-reflection, curiosity, creativity, and a sense of adventure.   In each discussion, we will do our best to respect differences and diversity in human life and spiritual journey.  Concerning plagiarism, refer to the section of “Academic Integrity” in The Mater’s Student Handbook. 
REQUIRED TEXTS:

1. Cho, Wha Soon, Let the Weak Be Strong: A Woman’s Struggle for Justice (ISBN: 0940989379).
2. Duchesne, Suzanne, "A Voice Cries Out: The Role of Listening for Revealing Cultural Narratives and Unmasking Whiteness in the Pulpit." (Available on Canvas).  
3. Hooke, Ruthanna B., “The Spirit-Breathed Body: Divine Presence and Eschatological Promise in Preaching,” in Toward a Homiletical Theology of Promises, ed. David S. Jacobsen. (Available on Canvas). 
4. Kim, Eunjoo, Preaching in an Age of Globalization (ISBN: 0664233694).
5. __________, “Preaching as an Art of Shared Leadership,” in Women, Church, and Leadership: New Paradigms, ed. by Eunjoo Mary Kim. (Available on Canvas).
6. Lowry, Eugene, How to Preach a Parable. (ISBN: 0687179246).
7. Moltmann, Jürgen, The Spirit of Life, Chapters 3, 4, & 5. (ISBN: 0334023378).
8. Thurman, Howard, The Search for Common Ground (ISBN: 0-913408-94-8), or The Footprints of a Dream (ISBN: 1606084518); “Backs Against the Wall: The Howard Thurman Story” (PBS Documentary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPsZBS-2oeU
9. Tutu, Desmond, God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope for Our Time (0385483716).
10. Ware, Corinne, Discover Your Spiritual Type. (ISBN: 1566991498).
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

1. Choi, Hee Ann, A Postcolonial Leadership, Chapter 2. (Available on Canvas).

2. Lowry, Eugene, The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon as Narrative Art Form, ISBN: ISBN: 0664222641.
REQUIREMENTS:

1. Participation.  The regular attendance of all online classes is required. You are required to read the assigned readings and post your assignments in a timely manner. All the assignments will be posted on the Discussions page, so that you may learn from other classmates’ writings by reading and replying to them. When replying, you are free to reply in one word or one sentence.  But, you are required to respond to at least three classmates’ posts with your profound comments in no less than 100 words. Please make sure that all students have replies before commenting on posts that already have replies. You do not have to reply to late posts.  
The instructor will provide her comments on the students’ assignments by replying to the posts on the Discussions page within a week, and you are supposed to read her replies to other students’ posts, as well as your own, as learning opportunities.  
The instructor should be informed in advance of any necessary absences or delays of posting assignments.  If you are not able to attend the Gathering Days class, you cannot pass the course, except the case that you get approvals from your advisor and Dean’s office.  (Due to the COVID-19 crisis, we will meet via Zoom.)  If you cannot participate in weekly discussions for two weeks, you cannot pass the course. 
2. Three one-page essays (single-spaced, 12-point, or 400-450 words/each) and critical and constructive comments (at least 100 words/each) on at least three classmates’ essays.  The essays should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers, if necessary.  
3. A 4-5-page survey report of your congregational spiritual types (double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. or 1000-1250 words):  
A. Read Ware’s Discover Your Spiritual Type. 
B. Conduct a survey of spiritual types among your congregation with a form attached to the book (a minimum of 20% of the congregants if your congregation’s size is more than 100 people or 20 people if your congregation’s size is less than 100 should participate in the survey). 

C. Analyze and interpret the survey results based on the five steps on pp. 74-7. 
D. Answer the questionnaire of the form that you used for your congregational survey and analyze and interpret your own answers based on the five steps on pp. 74-77.

E. Compare the results of your congregational survey with your own answers and develop your theological and homiletical insights into preaching to and for your congregation.

F. Write a 4-5 page report, including 
(1) The identity of your congregation in its denomination, demographics, theological orientation, social location—local and global, etc.

(2) The summary of the process of conducing your survey (e.g., how you selected participants, the diversity of the participants, how you distributed and collected survey forms, etc.).

(3) Your interpretation of the survey results.

(4) Your homiletical ideas and strategies that can help your congregation’s spiritual growth.

G. Post your report on Canvas by Wed. (4/08), 11:59 p.m. (MT), and reply to at least three classmates’ reports (no less than 100 words/each) by Fri. (4/10).
4. A 6-7 page essay on spiritual leadership (double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. or 1500-1750 words): After reflecting on the required readings in the previous weeks, especially Weeks 6, 7, 8, and 9, write an essay focusing on the following questions.  The essay should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers if necessary:
A. What is your definition of spiritual leadership when you relate it to preaching?
B. What are the characteristics of Thurman, Cho, and Tutu’s leadership?  In what sense do you identify them as the spiritual leaders/preachers?  
C. What kind of spiritual leader/preacher does the 21st century need?   
D. How can spiritual leadership be practiced through preaching in your particular ministerial context?  What is your theology and method behind that?
Post your essay on Canvas by Wed. (5/20), 11:59 p.m. (MT), and reply to at least three classmates’ essays (no less than 100 words/each) by Fri. (5/22).

5. Two sermons (both sermons should be freshly crafted based on what you learned in class):
A. Preach a 10-20 min. (no more, no less) sermon to discuss in the Gathering Days class:
(1) Read Eugene Lowry’s book, How to Preach a Parable.  
(2) Select one of the stories in the Bible (a parable, an episode, a biography, a historical account, etc.), through which you can share with your listeners your theological understanding of the spiritual life.
(3) Fill out “The Seven-step Interpretive Process Form” and post it by Wed. (4/15), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

(4) Craft a sermon by using one of the methods Lowry introduces in his book, and   practice it in front of a full-length mirror.
(5) Preach the sermon in front of the camera and videotape it.  (If available, you may preach to your local congregation or your local sermon feedback group in person or via live-stream).    
(6) Review your sermon video, write up a self-evaluation (one-page, double-spaced, or 200-250 words), and post both your sermon video and self-evaluation on Canvas by Sun. (4/19), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  When you write the self-evaluation, concentrate on what was strong and weak in substance and delivery and two or more goals to improve your preaching. 

(7) Watch other students’ sermon videos and be prepared to offer your critical and constructive feedback in the Gathering Days’ Zoom class. 

When you write the manuscript, I suggest that you use the oral/aural writing style as follows:

Like this.

Not the long sentences of written prose.  

But brief sentences.

Words and clauses.

Each one getting a line.

This is the way we talk.

The way we listen.  

How we hear.

Develop your ear for speech.

How words are heard.

Or lip read.

Now and then you can get away with a longer sentence such as the one you are reading at this moment.

But.

That’s for the eye.

Not for the ear.

It makes for hard listening.

And it makes for getting lost in the pulpit!

Short lines

Are easier to follow.

Especially, 

if you’re nervous.

Play around with this method.

Play with language.

Play with different ways of thinking.

Of seeing.

Of being.

Of communicating.

Kind of fun—

Isn’t it?

It will open you to the Spirit.

And your congregation too!
B. Preach a 10-20 min. sermon in your ministerial setting:
(1) Choose one of the social and pastoral topics for your sermon, in order to provide your listeners with spiritual guidance and discernment (e.g., immigration, racism, sexuality, disability, ageism, environmental crises, etc.).

(2) Research your topic by analyzing what is going on in relation to the topic within and beyond your church and why and how this is going on. 
(3) Select a biblical text(s) in relation to your topic and interpret it from a theological perspective, and fill out and post “The Seven-step Interpretive Process Form” by Wed. (5/06), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
(4) Fill out “The Homiletical Plot Form” and post it on Canvas by Wed. (5/13), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
(5) Complete your sermon and practice it in front of a full-length mirror.
(6) Preach the sermon to your local congregation or your local sermon feedback group and videotape it.  
(7) Post your sermon video, self-evaluation, and the summary of your local feedback group’s evaluation with the list of the group members’ names and contact information on Canvas by Wed. (5/27), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
(8) Watch other students’ sermon videos and be prepared to offer your critical and constructive feedback at your group’s Zoom meeting. 

EVALUATIONS:
Students who want to contract for a grade of P/F must send a note to the instructor in writing by April 1 (Wed.).  You will receive the grade of “P” by completing the 4 requirements listed in the Requirements section.
The normal grading system is used for a letter grade (The Master’s Student Handbook).  In order to ensure accountability and fairness, the following grading system will be applied:


Requirement #2 ………….…..……………………………………………………..…21%








 (7% x 3 One-page Essays)
      

Requirement #3…………………………………………………..……………………13%   


Requirement #4……………………………………………………………………… .20%     

Requirement #5/A………………………………………..…………………………....25%
(The Interpretive Process Form: 3; Preaching Video:10; Self-evaluation: 2; Class participation: 10) 

Requirement #5/B …….………………………………….…….…...………………... 21% 


(The Interpretive Process Form: 3; The Homiletical Plot Form: 3; Preaching 



Video: 7; Self-evaluation: 2; The Summary of Feedback Group Evaluation: 



3; Zoom Meeting: 3)









    







____________








         



     Total 100%

The Iliff grading system is a five-letter system from A through F with pluses and minuses. In computing grade point average (GPAs), grades are assigned the following numerical values (The 2014-2015 Master’s Student Handbook, p. 80): 



A :       4.00   (100 − 96%)



A-:       3.75   (95 – 91%)



B+:      3.25   (90 – 86%)



B :       3.00   (85 – 81%)



B-:       2.75   (80 − 76%)



C+:      2.25   (75 – 71%)



C :       2.00   (70 – 66%)

*Both unexcused and excused (except your advisor and Dean’s approvals) late submissions will result in lowering your grade (-1/each).  Late submissions may not receive written comments from the instructor.  
*The deadline for late submissions is June 1.  All the assignments submitted late may be reviewed by the instructor after this date.

*If you do not reply to at least three classmates’ posts, you will lower your grade (-0.5/each). 

*If you do not answer any questions in your written assignments, you will lower your grade.
*The use of inclusive language is strongly urged in all discussions, sermons, writings, etc.
Incomplete Policy: Students are responsible for the procedures outlined in The Master’s Student Handbook.

ADA Policy: Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate their needs.  Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations.  The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303.765.1146.
Course Schedule
Week I (3/23-3/27): What is preaching?

· Getting acquainted: Post a video that introduces yourself (e.g., your program at Iliff, denomination, ministerial setting, preaching experience, future plan after graduation, why taking this course, etc.) by Wed. (3/25), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
· Questions about the syllabus:  If you have questions about the course syllabus, post them on the Discussions page by 3/25.
· Required reading: Class Notes 1; Kim, Preaching in an Age of Globalization, Chs, 1, 2, 3.
· Assignments: 
1. After reflecting on this week’s reading, write One-page Essay 1, focusing on the following question: What is preaching for you?  Based on your answer to this question, share your following experiences of preaching:
a. The sermon I heard that I wish I had not heard

b. The sermon I heard that I’m glad I heard

Post your essay on Canvas by Wed. (3/25), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  The essay should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers if necessary.  Respond to at least three classmates’ essays (no less than 100 words) by Fri. (3/27), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
Week II (3/30-4/03): What is spirituality? 
· Required reading: Class Notes 2; Moltmann, Chs. 3, 4, 5. 
· Assignments: 
1. After reflecting on this week’s reading, write One-page Essay 2, focusing on the following questions:  

a. What is spirituality for you?  How did Moltmann help you deepen your understanding of spirituality? 
b. How can preaching be a spiritual practice?
Post your essay by Wed. (4/01), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  The essay should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers if necessary.  Reply to at least three classmates’ essays (no less than 100 words) by Fri. (4/03), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 

Week III (4/06-4/10): Preaching and Congregational Spiritual Types
· Required reading: Ware.
· Assignments:  
1. Post Requirement #3 by Wed. (4/08), 11:59 p.m. (MT), and reply to at least three classmates’ reports (no more than 100 words/each) by Fri. (4/10), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
Week IV (4/13-4/17): The Bible and Preaching
· Required reading: Class Notes 3; Kim, Preaching in an Age of Globalization, Ch. 4.
· Assignments: 

1. Fill out “The Seven-step Interpretive Process Form” for your Sermon #1 (Requirement #5/A), and post it on Canvas by Wed. (4/15), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Post your Sermon #1 video and self-evaluation by Sun. (4/19), 11:59 p.m. (MT) (Requirement #5/A).
3. After reflecting on this week’s reading, write One-page Essay 3, focusing on the following questions:  
a. What is the Bible for you?
b. How can the Bible be used in preaching for the spiritual growth of your congregation?   
Post your essay in Canvas by Wed. (4/15), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  The essay should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers if necessary.  Reply to at least three classmates’ essays (no less than 100 words/each) by Fri. (4/17), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
Week V (4/20-4/24):
Iliff Gathering Days (Zoom: Tue., 1:00-5:00; Wed., 9:30-12:00)
· Discussion Topics: Styles of Preaching; Sermon Evaluation.
· Required reading: Kim, Ch. 5; Hooke.
· Recommended reading: Lowry, The Homiletical Plot.
· Assignments:

1. Watch your classmates’ sermon videos and be prepared to offer constructive feedback in the Zoom class.
Week VI (4/27-5/01): The Preacher as a Spiritual leader (I)

· Required reading: Thurman.
· Recommended Reading: Choi.
· Assignments:
1. Guiding questions for reading Thurman: 1) What does spiritual leadership mean?  2) How can it be practiced through preaching?
Week VII (5/04-5/08): The Preacher as a Spiritual Leader (II)

· Required reading: Cho.
· Assignments: 

1. Fill out “The Seven Steps Interpretive Process Form” for your Sermon #2 (Requirement #5/B), and post it on Canvas by Wed. (5/06), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Guiding questions for reading Cho: 1) What does spiritual leadership mean?  2) How can it be practiced through preaching?

Week VIII (5/11-5/15): The Preacher as a Spiritual Leader (III)


· Required reading: Tutu.
· Assignments:
1. Fill out “The Homiletical Plot Form” for your Sermon #2 (Requirement #5/B), and post it on Canvas by Wed. (5/13), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Guiding questions for reading Tutu: 1) What does spiritual leadership mean?  2) How can it be practiced through preaching?

Week IX (5/18-5/22): Preaching as a Practice of Spiritual Leadership 
· Required Reading: Kim, “Preaching as an Art of Shared Leadership”; Duchesne.
· Assignments:

1. Post Requirement #4 on Canvas by Wed. (5/20), 11:59 p.m. (MT), and reply to at least three classmates’ reports (no more than 100 words/each) by Fri. (5/22), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
Week X (5/25-5/29): A Practice of Spiritual Preaching 
· Assignments:

1. Post the sermon video, your self-evaluation, and the summary of your local feedback group’s evaluations of your Sermon #2 (Requirement #5/B) by Wed. (5/27), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
2. Review your group members’ videos and be prepared to offer feedback at your group’s Zoom meeting. 
3. Submit Online Student Course Evaluation.
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