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If I did not somewhat fear the reproach of exaggeration, I
would say that in the twentieth century éthnography will be
the foundation on which a new philosophical conception of
humanity will be built.

—Arnold van Gennep

CHAPTER ONE

Futroduction:

Pilgrimage as a Liminoid Phenomenon

PILGRIMAGES are probabl;i of ancient origin and can, indeed, be
found among peoples classed by some anthropologists as “tribal,”
peoples such as the Huichol, the Lunda, and the Shona. But pil-
rimage as an institutional form does not attain real prominence
intil the emergence of the major historical religions—Hinduism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Chr;"stianity, and Islam. In view of its impor-
tance in the actual functioning of these religions, both quantita-
vely and qualitatively, pilgrimage has been surprisingly neglected
y-historians and social scientists. But perhaps it has merely shared
ithe general disregard of the liminal® and marginal phenomena of
social process and cultural dynamics by those intent either upon the
description and classification of orderly institutionalized ““facts” or
upon -the establishment of the “historicity” of prestigious, unre-

péated events.

Vyjé refer here and throughout this work to a number of concepts formulated in
edrlier books and articles on ritual and its symbolism. Readers not familiar with the
1lier work are referred to Appendix A for a summary.




INTRODUCTION

It was Arnold van Gennep (1908; 1960), the French folklorist and
ethnographer neglected by the pundits, savants, and mandarins of
the French school of sociology in his own time, who gave us the
first clues about how ancient and tribal societies conceptualized and
symbolized the transitions men have to make between well-defined
states and statuses, if they are to grow up to accommodate them-
selves to unprecedented, even antithetical conditions. He showed
us that all rites de passage (rites of transition) are marked by three
phases: separation, limen or margin, and aggregation. The first
phase comprises symbolic behavior signifying the detachment of
the individual or group, either from an earlier fixed point in the
social structure or from a relatively stable set of cultural conditions
(a cultural “state”’); during the intervening liminal phase; the state
of the ritual subject (the “passenger”” or “liminar”) becomes ambig-
uous, he passes through a realm or dimension that has few or none
of the atiributes of the past or coming state, he is betwixt and be-
tween all familiar lines of dassification; in the third phase the pas-
sage is consummated, and the subject returns to classified secular or
mundane social life. The ritual subject, individual or corporate
(groups, age-sets, and social categories can also undergo transition),
is again in a stable state, has rights and obligations of a dlearly
defined structural type, and is expected to behave in accordance
with the customary norms and ethical standards appropriate to his
new settled state. .

By identifying liminality Van Gennep discovered a major innova-
tive, transformative dimension of the social. He paved the way for
future studies of all processes of spatiotemporal social or individual
change. For liminality cannot be confined to the processual form of
the traditional rites of passage in which he first identified it. Nor
can it be dismissed as an undesirable (and certainly uncomfortable)
movement of variable duration between successive conservatively
secure states of being, cognition, or status-role incumbency. Limin-
ality is now seen to appl of decisive ral change,
i which previous orderings of thought and behavior are subject to
revision and criticism, when hitherto unprecedented modes of or-
dering relations between ideas and people become possible and
desirable. Van Gennep made his discovery in relatively conserva-
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tive societies, but its implications are truly revolutionary. In the
! liminality of tribal societies, traditional authority nips radical devia-
tion in the bud. We find there symbolic inversion of social roles,
the mirror-imaging of normative secular paradigms; we do not find
open-endedness, the possibility that the freedom of thought inher-
ent in the very principle of liminality could lead to major reformula-
tion of the social structure and the paradigms which program it. But
?n the limina throughout actual history, when sharp divisions begin
to.appear between the root paradigms which have guided social ac-
ion over long tracts of time and the antiparadigmatic behavior of
multitudes responding to totally new pressures and incentives, we
tend to find the prolific generation of new experimental mod-
els—utopias, new philosophical systems, scientific hypotheses, po-
litical programs, art forms, and the like—among which reality-
testing will result in the cultural “natural selection” of those best
titted to make intelligible, and give form to, the new contents of
social relations.
It has become clear to us that liminality is not only transition but
so potentiglity, not only “going to, be” but also “what may be,” a
imulable domain in which all that is not manifest in the normal
ay-to-day operation of social/structures (whether on account of
ycial repression or because it/ is rendered cognitively “invisible”
y-prestigious paradigmatic dénial) can be studied objectively, de-
ite the often bizarre and metaphorical character of its contents. In
Ritual Process (V. Turner; 1969), certain modes of liminality inJ
industrial society were efcamined, and further studies in more
veloped cultures were sugfgésted. The present book is/an attempt
examine in some detail what we consider to be one characteristic
e.of liminality in cultufes ideologically dominated by the “his-
ical,”” or “salvation,” religions. .
When we first began to look for ritual analogues between “ar-
aic,” or “tribal,” and “‘historical” religious liminality, beginning
h: the Catholic Christian tradition which we know best, we
ed, naturally enough, to the ceremonies of the Roman rite. But
1e liturgical ceremonies of the Mass, baptism, female purifica-
; confirmation, nuptials, ordination, extreme unction, and fun-
ry rituals, though it was possible to discern somewhat truncated
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liminal phases, we found nothing that replicated the scale and com-
plexity of liminality in the major initiation rituals of the tribal socie-
ties with which we were familiar. OM@Q@M@n
in_the spatial location of liminality. In many tribal societies, ini-
tiands are secluded in a sacralized enclosure, or temenos, clearly set
apart from the villages, markets, pastures, and gardens of everyday
usage and trafficking (see Junod 1962: vol. 1, pp. 74-94; Wilson
1957:86-129; Richards 1957; Turner 1968:210-39; Barth 1975:47-102).
But in the “historical” religions, comparable seclusion has been ex-
emplified only in the total life-style of the specialized religious or-
ders. In other words, the progressive division of labor made of the
liminalmzed state, complex and intense enogll;gin?
VOIVWMOMCL Of course, as the his-
tory-of monasticism has shown, the orders become decreasingly
liminal as they enter into manifold relations with the environing
economic and political milieus. That, however, is matter for a dif-
ferent book. But the religious, though relatively numerous in the
heyday of the historical religions, were easily outnumbered by the
ordimpeasants and the citizens. Where was
their [iminality? Or was there indeed any liminality for them at all?
In European societies with a rurally based economy and feudal
political structures, life for the masses tended to be intimately lo-
calized. Indeed, for Christian serfs and villeins the law itself or-
dained their attachment to particular manors or demesnes. Their
religious life was also locally fixated; the parish was their spiritual
mode of liminality for the laity. This mode was bes Tepresented by
the pilgrimage to a sacred site or holy shrine located at some dis-
tance away from the pilgrim’s place of residence and daily labor.
Beginning with the pilgrimage to remote Jerusalem (Palestine Pil-
grims’ Text Society, 1887; 1889; 1891a,b,c; 1893)—made by a few
choice, pious, and relatively well-to-do persons—to which was
swiftly joined the pilgrimage to the shrines of Peter and Paul in
Rome (Jusserand 1891:374-78; Sigal 1974:99-110), the map of
Europe, particularly after the Saracenic occupation of the Holy Land
and domination of the Mediterranean sea routes thither, came to be
crisscrossed with pilgrim ways and trails to the shrines of European
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saints and advocations of the Holy Virgin (varieties of mode of
address, such as Our Lady of Walsingham) and to churches contain-
ing important relics of Christ’s ministry and passion (Turner
1974a:224-26). Such pilgrim centers and ways, frequented increas-
~ ingly by the poor, can be regarded as a complex surrogate for the
journey to the source and heartland of the faith.

The pilgrim trails cut across the boundaries of provinces, realms,
and even empires (Jusserand 1891:362-71, 393-95). In each nascent
nation certain shrines became preeminent centers of legitimate de-
votion. But since the church laid claim to universality, pilgrims
were encouraged to take up staff and scrip to travel to
shrines in other 5. In time this international religious
tourist traffic became organized. (Venice became the model for later
secular tourism, as well as for modern agencies of pilgrim travel.)?
Many Englishmen made the pilgrimage to St. James the Apostle’s
shrine in Spain, while French and Dutch pilgrims swarmed across
the Channel to visit St. Thomas’s tomb at Canterbury. Within each
country one can detect a loose hierarchy, or at least a rough scale of
priorities, among its shrines. In plural societies, each linguistic or
ethnic group has its favored pilgrimage places. Provinces, districts,

even the shrines themselves, have their focal devotions. All sites of

pilgrimage have this in common: they are believed to be places
whére miracles once happened, still happen, and may happen
again. Even where the time of miraculous healings is reluctantly
conceded to be past, believers firmly hold that faith is strengthened
and salvation better secured by personal exposure to the beneficent
unseen presence of the Blessed Virgin or the local saint, mediated
through a cherished image or painting. Miracles or the revivifica-
tion of faith are everywhere regarded as rewards for undertaking
long, not infrequently perilous, journeys and for having temporar-
ily given up not only the cares but also the rewards of ordinary life.
Behind such journeys in Christendom lies the paradigm of the via
crucis, with the added purgatorial element appropriate to fallen
men. While monastic contemplatives and mystics could daily make

2For a first-rate account of the late fifteenth=century Venetian pilgrimage “trade,”
readers should consult M. Margaret Newett’s Introduction to her book Canon Pietro
Casola’s Pilgrimage to Jerusalem; in the Year 1494 (1907:1-113).
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interior salvific journeys, those in the world had to exteriorize
theirs in the infrequent adventure of pilgrimage. For the majority,
pilgrimage was the great liminal experience of the religious life. If
mysticism is an interior pilgrimage, pilgrimage is exteriorized mys-
ticism.
-~ The point of it all is to get out, go forth, to a far holy place
approved by all. In societies with few economic opportunities for
movement away from limited circles of friends, neighbors, and local
authorities, all rooted alike in the soil, the only journey possible for
those not merchants, peddlers, minstrels, jugglers, tumblers, wan-
dering friars, or outlaws, or their modern equivalents, is a holy
journey, a pilgrimage or a crusade. On_such a journey one gets
away from the re1terated ‘occasions of sin” which make up so
much of the human experienc ial structure. If one is tied by
blood or edict to a given set of people in daily intercourse over the
whole gamut of human activities—domestic, economic, jural, ritual,
recreational, affinal, neighborly—small grievances over trivial
issues tend to accumulate through the years, until they become
major disputes over property, office,-or prestige which factionalize
the group. One piles up a store of nagging guilts, not all of which
can be relieved in the parish confessional, especially when the
priest himself may be party to some of the conflicts. When such a
load can no longer be borne, it is time to take the road as a pilgrim.
For many pilgrims the journey itself is something of a penance.
Not only may the way be fong, it is also hazardous, beset by rob-
bers, thieves, and confiderice men aplenty (as many pilgrim records
attest), as well as by natural dangers and epidemics. But these fresh
and unpredictable troub}es represent, at the same time, a release
from the ingrown ills of home. They are not one’s own fault, though
they may be sent by the Almighty to try one’s moral miettle. (There
are, of course, legends that very bad sinners will have extra trouble
~ on their pilgrimage. One cycle of stories, for example, recounts the
mishaps on the penitential pilgrimage to Jerusalem by the four
- knights who martyred St. Thomas Becket. Finally, so the tale runs,
persistent offshore gales prevented them from setting foot on the
Holy Land, and they had to return, as it were, unforgiven.)
Although the pilgrim may take the path because he has made a
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promise to a saint whose intercession he once sought on his own or
a beloved’s behalf, nevertheless it is he who decides on the day and
hour of his going. This freedom of choice in itself negates the ob-
ligatoriness of a life embedded in social structure. In many tribal
societies, on the other hand, rituals such as initiation, which con-
tain extended liminal phases, tend to be obligatory. Nearly every-
one has to pass through certain main-stem rites. There is some
room for choice, certainly, but it is usually confined to such ques-
tions as the precise timing and placement of corporate performance
rather than to whether an individual is willing to undergo the ritual
at all. Often, too, it is left to complex divinatory procedures to de-
termine when and where rites should take place; thus the scope of
individual choice is further narrowed. Of course, some religious
pilgrimages, like the hajj in Islam, are defined as a duty incumbent
on all believers. But in such cases there are so many qualifying
clauses and extenuating circumstances that the individual is placed
once more in a situation of virtual choice.

Yet there is undoubtedly an initiatory quality in pilgrimage. A
pilgrim is an initiand, entering into a new, deeper level of existence
than he has known in his accustomed milieu. Homologous with the
ordeals of tribal initiation are the trials, tribulations, and even
temptations of the pilgrim’s way. And at the end the pilgrim, like
the novice, is exposed to powerful religious sacra (shrines, images,
liturgies, curative waters, ritual circumambulations of holy objects,
and so on), the beneficial effect of which depends upon the zeal and
pertinacity of his quest. Tribal sacra are secret; Christian sacra are
exposed to the view of pilgrims and ordinary believers alike. Again,
the mystery of choice resides in the individual, not in the group.
What is secret in the Christian pilgrimage, then, is the inward
movement of the heart. In tribal rituals, on the other hand, what is
concealed from the profane—the sacred objects and teachings—is
the possession of an elite group within the community, whether
this be, for example, an inner core of initiated men or a nuclear
group of mothers and potential mothers. In the pilgrimages of the
historical religions the moral unit is the individual, and his goal is
salvation or release from the sins and evils m&

in preparation for participation in an afterlife of pure bliss. In tribal
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initiation the moral unit is the social group or category, and the

goal is the attainment of a new sociocultural status and state. While .

the pilgrim seeks temporary release from the structures that nor-
mally bind him, the tribal initiand seeks a deeper commitment to
the structural life of his local community, ultimately, in many cases,
to the state of being a venerated, legitimate ancestor after death,

rather than a homeless ghost. Of course, historically the distinction v'

has not always been'so clearcut. Pilgrims sometimes enhance their
mundane status through having made the journey. And in tribal
religions certain kinds of initiation, notably the shamanic and the
priestly, frequently offer a measure of release from the duties and
necessities of the structural order, and a measure of participation in
the invisible milieu of the gods or ancestors. Robert F. Gray
(1963:14) has described how the Khambageu cult among the Sonjo
of Tanzania promises salvation for believers who have undergone a
specific initiation rite. Jacques Maquet (1954:183-84) mentions a
similar cult in Ruanda. We must also face the fact of an opposite
tendency in the historical religions, where the community of be-
lievers has often acquired something of a tribal character, on a
world scale, and where reliéio’us wars are, as it ‘were, magnified
tribal feuds. While politics and economics become increasingly in-
ternational and noncorporate as markets, merchants, and cities mul-
tiply, salvation religions, though universal in principle, raise cor-
porate walls against outsiders in practice. This exclusiveness is
reflected in the pilgrimage systems. With rare and interesting ex-
ceptlons, the pilgrims of the different historical religions do not
visit one another’s shrines, and certainly do not find salvation extra
ecclesia. Pilgrimage, then, offers liberation from profane social
structures that are symb1ot1c with a specific rehglous system, but

they do this only in order to intensify the pilgrim’s attachment to«%
‘his own religion, often in fanatical opposition to other religions.

That is why some pilgrimages have become crusades and jihads.
Nevertheless, within the institution of pilgrimages, human freedom
made ;a historic advance. Inside the Christian religious frame, pil-
grimyage may be said to represent the gquintessence of voluntary
liminality. In this, again, they follow the paradigm of the via crucis,
in which Jesus Christ voluntarily submitted his will to the will of
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God and chose martyrdom rather than mastery over man, death for
the other, not death of the other.

Toward the end of a pilgrimage, the pilgrim’s new-found free-
dom from mundane or profane structures is increasingly cir-
cumscribed by symbolic structures: religious buildings, pictorial
images, statuary, and sacralized features of the topography, often
described and defined in sacred tales and legend. Underlying the
sensorily perceptible symbol-vehicles are structures of thought and
feeling—ideological forms—which may be truly described as “root
paradigms” (see Appendix A for a discussion of this term). These
derive from the seminal words and works of the religion’s founder,
his disciples or companions, and their immediate followers, and
constitute the “deposit of faith.”” Quite often they owe their system-
atic formulation to the collective deliberations of later dogmatists
and theologians, who aimed at giving an institutional shape to the
spontaneous insights and inspired actions of the founder. The root
paradigms draw upon crises in the founder’s life—especially those
of his birth, coming of age, and death—to clothé abstract patterns of
relationships in vivid forms accessible, through the sympathy of
common experience, to all believers. Thus we see images, icons,
and paintings of Jesus as infant, child, young preacher, scourged
victim, crucified scapegoat, and resurrected God-man. Each of these
representations is set, however sketchily in some cases, in the con-
text of images derived from the sacred narrative of the founder’s
life. In this way, something is shown of his relations with his
parents and kinsfolk, with his disciples, with strangers, with his ac-
cusers and enemies, with the anonymous people he healed or in-
structed, and even with supernatural beings, such as the other Per-
sons of the Trinity, angels, and devils. Between founder and setting
(those features of the natural and cultural landscape regarded as
pertinent to the paradigm being expressed), there exist sets of rela-
tionships which together compose a message about the central val-
ues of the religious system. The pilgrim, as he is increasingly
hemmed in by such sacred symbols, may not consciously grasp
more than a fraction of the message, but through the reiteration of
its symbolic expressions, and sometimes through their very vivid-

ness, he becomes increasingly capable of entering in imagination
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and with sympathy into the culturally defined experiences of the
founder and of those persons depicted as standing in some close
relationship to him, whether it be of love or hate, loyalty or awe.
The trials of the long route will normally have made the pilgrim
quite vulnerable to such impressions. Religious images strike him,
in these novel circumstances, as perhaps they have never done be-
fore, even though he may have seen very similar objects in his
parish church almost every day of his life. The innocence of the eye
is the whole point here, the “cleansing of the doors of perception.”
Pilgrims have often written of the “transformative” effect on them
of approaching the final altar or the holy grotto at the end of the
- way. Purified from structural sins, they receive the pure imprint of
a paradigmatic structure. This paradigm will give a measure of co-
- herence, direction, and meaning to their action, in proportion to
;. their identification with the symbolic representation of the
" founder’s experiences. For them the founder becomes a savior, one
~who saves them from themselves, “themselves” both as socially
defined and as personally experienced. The pilgrim “puts on Christ
Jesus” as a paradigmatic mask, or persona, and thus for a while
“‘Yecomes the redemptive tradifj;im, no _longer a biopsychical unit
'with a specific history—as in tx:_fbal initiations, where the individual
who dons the ceremonial mask becomes for a while the god or
' power signified by the mask and The costume linked toit. BUf since
. Christ signifies “the individual” (he represents uniqueness for ev-
éryone), a fundamental difference between corporate and singular
initiatory traditions is still dﬁscernible.
‘But pilgrimages are not merely optational equivalents of obliga-
tory tribal initiations. They/also have affinities with what have been
called “rituals of affliction? (see V. Turner 1957:292; 1968:15-16, 22).
Ih many tribal societies the world over,:rituals are performed to
propitiate or exorcize supernatural beings or forces believed to be
the cause of illness, ill luck, or death. Not infrequently, the curative
process is conducted: by an association of religious specialists or
‘doctors””” These doctors are often recruited from former patients,
for it is'believed that to personal experience with illness or misfor-
ine,.a state liminal both to life and to death, they owe their contact
ith, and knowledge of, the invisible entities that shape human

11
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life. Those afflicted are thought to be afflicted for definite reasons.
Sometimes, as in many African societies, the agents of affliction are
ancestral shades, who punish their living kin either for moral mis-
demeanors or for breach of ritual prescriptions or prohibitions. But,
consonant with the corporate character of morality, it may not be
the actual culprit who is afflicted, but another member of his fam-
ily, lineage, or clan, someone with whom the culprit shares bodily
substance or “blood.” Since breach of morality is almost identical
with breach of social norms, and since the patient is bound by such
norms in a complex web of social relationships, the target of ances-
tral affliction is as much the patient’s kin group or residential unit
as the patient himself. He may even be said to furnish the pretext or
occasion for a revaluation of all its current relationships. In another
sense, though, the therapeutic ritual is a rite of passage which
transforms the patient into an adept ready to learn the mysteries of
the healing cult.

Pilgrimage is both like and unlike affliction ritual. It is similar in
that in the feudal and semifeudal societies in which it seems most
to flourish there is widespread belief that illness and mischance are
punishments for moral transgressions in thought, word, or deed.
The agents of punishment are not thought to be ancestral spirits or
lesser deities or demons, however, but God himself—though he
may be thought to act indirectly, as in the classic affliction of Job,
by giving the devil permission to test out a person’s spiritual mettle
with affliction. Again, since the historical religions stress individual
salvation rather than corporate harmony as their supreme goal, the
treatment of affliction does not generally proceed within the lo-
calized corporate structure of a cult group and a kin group who play
important roles in the ritual. The individual person is now the
ethical unit, though the misfortune of others may still be thought to
be caused by one’s own moral failings. For example, -we have seen
in Mexico, and have read about in the English literature, parents
who take the penitential journey to a saint’s shrine on the occasion
of their child’s illness. But it is generally the victim’s innocence,
rather than the group’s turpitude, that is emphasized here. Essen-
tially the individual is regarded as responsible for his acts and
thoughts. His will is at the heart of the matter. Thus in many re-
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spects a pilgrimage is the converse of a ritual of affliction. An indi-
vidual pilgrimage often originates in a vow by a supplicant to God
or the saints to undertake the arduous pilgrim’s way if he or his
dear ones are freed from present affliction. Or the afflicted person
may choose to travel or be conveyed to a pilgrimage center, there to
hope for a miraculous cure, or the equal miracle of the gift of resig-
nation to his painful lot. It may well be that he travels in fellowship
- with others, either in an organized party or in a Chaucerian com-
pany met with by happenstance. Pilgrims have found that there is
some safety in numbers, that it decreases their vulnerability to
human predators. But the groupings so formed are ““associational””
- rather than “primary” (though nuclear family groups often do travel
together); that is, they are based on contract, friendship, voluntary
.‘.association, and even casual acquaintance, rather than on ties of
ascribed status. Again, pilgrims go out to be cured, while tribal pa-
tients draw kin and curers to themselves: pﬁgr_ip_s;_a_@c_i_@&he
tight structures of kinship and locality, and voyage far to their font
of healing; tﬁbal sufferers remain within the arenas that are be-
lieved to prov1de the condmons of their affliction, while unrelated
doctors come in from outs1de, the village to cure them. At the pil-
grimage’s end—at Guadalupe_, Lourdes, and Knock, for example—
the pilgrim may find hin}selfiia member of a vast throng. But this is
a‘throng of similars, not of structurally interdependent persons. It is
tily through the power ascribed by all to ritual, particularly to the
Eucharistic ritual (which m part commemorates the pilgrim saint),
at likeness of lot and 1ntent10n is converted into commonness of
ling, into * commumtasl"’ All re11g10us rituals have a strong affec-
al aspect, whether th1s/ be muted or displaced or given full li-
gical expression. Symbols which originate in elevated feehng as
ell as cognitive insight, become recharged in ritual c¢
otions elicited from the assembled congregants. At major pilgrim
centers, the quality and degree of the emotional impact of the devo-
hs (which are often continuously performed, night and day),
detive from the union of the separate but similar emotional disposi-
s:of the pilgrims converging from all parts of a huge sociogeo-
ww (see V. Turner 1974a:178-79, 209). It is not
tely the troubles of an individual village or villager that induce
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this affectual atmosphere. It is the confluence of innumerable indi-
vidual woes and hopes: manifold woes engendered by the most
various of circumstances; incalculable hopes that the religion’s
paradigms and symbols will restore order and meaning to a sad and
senseless state of personal and interpersonal affairs—and from these
hopes derives the pilgrim’s proverbial happiness. ¢ '

There is yet another profound difference between pilgrimage and
tribal affliction ritual. The therapeutic action in a ritual of affliction
has a systematic and quasi-pragmatic character: the action is nor-
mally expected to render the patient whole and healthy, unless he is
the victim of the invincible malice of a living person, that is, of
witchcraft. A pilgrim, on the other hand, is not supposed to expect
any corporeal remedy. If a miraculous healing does occur, it is at-
tributed to the grace of God, often through the seemingly capricious
mediation of the pilgrimage saint. If magic is, as Sir James Frazer
held, ““a primitive kind of science,” then tribal therapeutic rituals,
despite their involvement with “spiritual beings” in the Tylorian
sense, must clearly be regarded as “magical,” on account of their
systematic and causative character, given the cultural
context-dependent principles governing therapeutic practice; while
pilgrimages must be seen as essentially antimagical, since they are
thought to depend upon the exercise of free will on both the human
and the superhuman side of the encounter. Of course, in most pil-
grimages, magical beliefs do in fact abound: beliefs in the supernat-
ural efficacy of the water from sacred springs, in the contagious
beneficent power of relics and images, and in the nonempirical cu-
rative virtue of certain formulae—"‘white magic,” as it were. But
even in these cases much weight is attached to the moral, as well as
the ritual, condition of the subject. The water will not work a cure,
nor the litany a benefit, unless the subject’s “heart” is penitent, ab-
solved, and therefore cured—all the result of a virtuous inclination
of his will.

Thus the curative, charismatic aspect of pilgrimage is not thought
of as an end in itself. In the paradigmatic Christian pilgrimage, the
initiatory quality of the process is given priority, though it is initia-
tion to, not through, a threshold. Initiation is conceived of as lead-
ing not to status elevation (though in practice it may often have that
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“effect) but to a deeper level of religious participation. A pilgrim is
one who divests himself of the mundane concomitants of religion—
»Wh’ich become entangled with its practice in the local situation—to
‘confront, in a special “far” milieu, the basic elements and structures
‘his faith in their unshielded, virgin radiance. It is true that the
lgrim returns to his former mundane existence, but it is com-
nonly believed that he has made a spiritual step forward. Again in
ntithesis with the status dimbing implicit in both tribal initiation
ind affliction ritual, the Christian pilgrim experiences no rise in
atus. His moral standing in the community may be increased, but
often at the expense of his economic standing—no great loss in a
lture which defines material gain as spiritual retrogression. To
become more the Christian, one must be less the successful citizen.
(This was at least the formula until the onset of the Protestant ethic,
which holds that worldly success may result from the practice of
uch virtues as thrift, industry, punctuality, temperance, and just
ealing—virtues manifesting to the world and to the actor himself
Hat he has been elected by Geod for salvation.) The fact that the
ilgrim’s initiation was hiddén and symbolic, further safeguarded
he role of pilgrimage as soxflething that' did not merely subserve
t € functional requirements ¢ of mundane society but was its meta-
shorical opposite. This was/the case in Christendom, at any rate.

n Islam, the pilgrimage to Mecca became, in many instances, a
nctional component of localized sociopolitical systems. The haji
metimes attained superidr status, or at least standing, after his re-,
rn.) In medieval Chnstlan countries, the returned pﬂgnm though
erhaps outwardly acclalmed for his deepened piety, may have ac-
ally set back his chanqes of preferment to positions of higher of-
ice or trust, through his long absence. If some form of initiation is
nvolved here, it is a secret, invisible one, not an enhancement of
tatus. Yet there has undoubtedly accrued to the pilgrim a height-
ned respect and moral standing among the pious in the local com-
nity, as well as a raising of his own morale. These rewards tend
+fall within the orbit of communitas rather than social structure,

d fxﬁake the pilgrim a primus inter pares, not a person of higher

e branch of Christianity which has traditionally been most
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