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Iliff School of Theology

IST3035 1 PRDEPTH
Lectionary Preaching and Christian Doctrines 
Course Syllabus [update]
Spring 2022 (Hybrid)
INSTRUCTOR: 

Dr. Eunjoo Mary Kim 
Office Phone: 303-765-3196

E-Mail: ekim@iliff.edu
ZOOM CLASSES:
 

1. Week 2: Thur. (4/7), 5-7 p.m. (MT) 

2. Week 10: We will make a schedule in the Gathering Days class. 

GATERING DAYS:


Week 5: Thur. (4/28), 1:00-5:00 p.m. (MT)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
As an advanced preaching course, this course is designed to help students critically review the practice of lectionary preaching and give their unique voices by deepening their theological reflection on various theological themes of the liturgical seasons from various theological perspectives.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. To gain critical knowledge about the historical development of liturgical seasons and the formation of Christian lectionaries.
2. To preach deeply truthful sermons through profound reflection on theological themes related to liturgical seasons.
3. To improve preaching skills through self-evaluation and critical and constructive sermon feedback from the peers, the instructor, and locally organized sermon feedback groups.
*In order to complete the course,  
· you must have a local setting (or a group of people) in which you can preach a sermon, 

· you should be able to upload your sermon video to Canvas,
· you need to organize a sermon feedback group with 4-6 people who are available to listen to your sermon and provide their written evaluations. When selecting the group members, consider diversity in race, gender, age, etc. The list of their names and contact information should be included in your summary of their feedback.  
DEGREE LEARNING GOALS:
Theology and Religious Practices (PR): engage in analysis of contemporary religious traditions and institutions in order to assess, design, and perform meaningful leadership practices with sensitivity to contextual realities and relationships (Master’s Student Handbook).

In this class, we are committed to modeling the values Iliff embraces: diversity, mutual respect, accountability, honest communication, critical self-reflection, curiosity, creativity, and a sense of adventure.   In each discussion, we will do our best to respect differences and diversity in human life and spiritual journey. Concerning plagiarism, refer to the section of “Academic Integrity” in the Mater’s Student Handbook. 
REQUIRED TEXTS:
1. Melanie Bockmann, “Preaching Doubt: Toward a Metamodern Homiletic in the Aftermath of Deconstruction.” Available on Canvas.  

2. David Buttrick, Preaching Jesus Christ. ISBN: 0-8006-1147-0.

3. Michael N. Jagessar & Stephen Burns, Christian Worship: Postcolonial Perspectives, Chapter 4, “Contrapuntal Reading: Scripture, Lectionaries and Alternative Dynamics.” ISBN: 978-1-84553-407-3. (Available on Canvas).

4. Eugene Lowry, Living with the Lectionary.  ISBN: 0687179211.

5. Hyuk Seonwoo, “Whose Christmas Is Coming?” (Available on Canvas).
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

1. Bonhoeffer, Dietrich, The Cost of Discipleship. ISBN: 978-0-684-8.
2. Hoyt Hickman, et al., The New Handbook of the Christian Year.  ISBN: 0687277604.

3. Jűrgen Moltmann, The Way of Jesus Christ.  ISBN: 978-0-800-628-260.
4. Thomas Long and Donyelle McCray, A Surprising God: Advent Devotions for an Uncertain Time. ISBN: 0664267238.
5. Taylor, Barbara B. Home by Another Way. ISBN: 1511011673.

BOOKS FOR BOOK REVIEWS (choose one from each cycle):
1. The Easter Cycle: 

· Brian Blount, Invasion of the Dead: Preaching Resurrection. ISBN: 978-0-664-23941-1.
· Thomas Long, What Shall We Say?: Evil, Suffering, and the Crisis of Faith. ISBN: 0802871399.
· Pamela McCarroll, Waiting at the Foot of the Cross. ISBN: 1498263437.
· Emilie Towns, A Troubling in My Soul: Womanist Perspectives on Evil and Suffering. ISBN: 0883447835.
2. The Christmas Cycle:

· Richard Horsley, et al., The Liberation of Christmas. ISBN: 1597525758.
· Jurgen Moltmann, The Spirit of Hope: Theology For a World in Peril. ASIN: ‎ B083PXHKDD.
· Jane Schaberg, The Illegitimacy of Jesus: A Feminist Theological Interpretation of the Infancy Narratives. Expended Twenties Anniversary Edition. ISBN: 190504884X.
RESOURCES FOR LECTIONARY PREACHING:
1. The Revised Common Lectionary (https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu//)
2. Commentaries:

· Peter Bower, Handbook for the Revised Common Lectionary. ISBN: 0664256570.
· Feasting on the Word, Years A, B, C. ISBN: 978-0-664-23105-7, etc.
· Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. ISBN: 987-0-664-25962-4, etc.
· Connections: A Lectionary Commentary for Preaching and Worship. ISBN: 9780664262480, etc. 
· Preaching God’s Transforming Justice: A Lectionary Commentary. ISBN: 0664259537.

3. Online resources:

· The African American Lectionary (http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/)

· The Narrative Lectionary (https://spiritandtruthpublishing.com/narrative-lectionary/)

· www.workingpreacher.org
· www.pulpit.org

· www.sermonwriter.com


REQUIREMENTS:

1. Participation. Attend all online classes, Zoom meetings, and the Gathering Days class. If you cannot attend any classes, you must inform the instructor of any necessary absences in advance and discuss make-up assignments with her. If you cannot participate for more than two weeks, you cannot pass the course. 

You are required to read the assigned readings and post your assignments in a timely manner. All the written and videotaped assignments will be posted on the Discussions board for reciprocal learning by reading, watching, and responding to other classmates’ posts. When replying, you may write one or two words or sentences. But, you are required to respond to at least three classmates’ posts in no fewer than 100 words. Please make sure that all students have equal replies before commenting on the posts that have already had responses. You do not have to reply to the late posts.  

The instructor will provide her comments on the students’ assignments on the Discussions board within a week. You are encouraged to read her replies to other students’ posts and your own as learning opportunities.  
2. Two One-page Essays (single-spaced, 12-point, 400-450 words/each) and critical and constructive feedback (at least 100 words/each) on at least three classmates’ essays. Essays should include appropriate footnotes or the list of works cited with page numbers if necessary.  
3. Two Reflection Papers (2-3 pages, double-spaced, 12 points, 500-750 words). Choose one of the books listed in the Easter Cycle and the Christmas Cycle and write your reflection paper focusing on the following questions:
(1) What theological theme does the book deal with? How does the book help you deepen your understanding of that theme and articulate it in a sermon?

(2) Do you have any critical points you agree or disagree with the author? Why or why not? 

Post your 1st paper as an attachment by Week 3, Wednesday (4/13), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and reply to at least three classmates’ posts (no fewer than 100 words) by Friday (4/15), 11:59, and 2nd paper by Week 7, Wednesday (5/11), 11:59 (MT) and reply to at least three classmates’ posts (no fewer than 100 words) by Friday (5/13), 11:59 (MT). 
4. Preaching Sermon #1 (7-12 min.) in the Gathering Days class (it should be freshly crafted based on what you learned in class):
1) Choose a lectionary text(s) assigned for a Sunday or a special liturgical day in the Easter Cycle from the Revised Common Lectionary.
2) Explore and interpret the text, following instructions in “The Interpretive Process Form,” posted on the Canvas home page. Fill out the Interpretive Process Form and post it on Canvas as an attachment by Week 4, Wednesday (4/20), 11:59 p.m. (MT). Read other students’ posts and learn how they interpreted the texts.
3) Deepen your theological understanding of the liturgical theme implied in the text. Your reflection paper in Week 3 may give you theological insights.
4) Design the sermon, referring to the “Styles of Preaching,” posted on the Canvas home page.
5) Prepare to preach the sermon in class on your scheduled date. When you write the sermon manuscript, refer to “The Oral/Aural Writing Style” posed on the Canvas Home page. In terms of delivery, you are welcome to take either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing into the pulpit–whatever enables you to preach most effectively.
6) Post your self-evaluation by Week 6, Wednesday (5/04), 11:59 p.m. (MT). In terms of self-evaluation, watch your sermon video, write up a one-page, double-spaced self-evaluation, and post it on Canvas. When you write it, concentrate on what was strong and weak in substance and delivery and two or more goals to improve your preaching.
7) [Optional] If you want to revise your sermon manuscript based on class feedback, post your revised one as an attachment by Week 6, Wednesday (5/04), 11:59 p.m. (MT). [Extra credit: 5 points] 
5. Preaching Sermon #2 (10-20 min.) in a Liturgical Context (it should be freshly crafted based on what you learned in class):
1) Choose a Sunday or a special liturgical day in the Christian calendar and read the lectionary texts assigned for that day in the Revised Common Lectionary. You will prepare the order of worship and a sermon for that day.  
2) Deepen your theological understanding of the liturgical theme implied in the texts. 
3) Choose a lectionary text(s) and interpret it to prepare for a sermon, following instructions in “The Interpretive Process Form” posted on the Canvas Home page. Fill out the Interpretive Process Form and post it as an attachment on Canvas by Week 8, Wednesday (5/118, 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
4) Design the sermon following one of the styles outlined in the “Styles of Preaching” posted on the Canvas Home page.  
5) [Optional] Write a sermon manuscript and email it as an attachment to the instructor one week before your preaching day if you want feedback from her. When you write the sermon manuscript, please refer to “The Oral/Aural Writing Style” posed on the Canvas Home page. 
6) Craft the order of worship.
7) Preach the sermon in your local setting and videotape it. In terms of delivery, you are welcome to take either a full manuscript, notes, or nothing into the pulpit–whatever enables you to preach most effectively.
8) Post your sermon video and the order of worship on Canvas by Week 10, Monday (5/30), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
9) Post your self-evaluation, the summary of the group feedback with the list of the group members’ names and contact information as an attachment by Week 10, Wednesday (6/1), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
10) Watch your group members’ sermon videos and offer your critical and constructive feedback based on “Criteria for Sermon Evaluation” in your group’s Zoom class (the Zoom class will be scheduled in the Gathering Days class). 
EVALUATIONS:
Students who want to contract for a grade of P/F must send a note to the instructor in writing by April 8 (Fri.). You will receive a grade of “P” by completing the five requirements listed in the Requirements section.
The normal grading system is used for a letter grade (The Master’s Handbook). In order to ensure accountability and fairness, the following grading system will be applied:

Requirement #1 (Zoom Classes……………………………………………………….8% (4% x 2)
Requirement #2 (Two One-page Essays)……………………..……………….……..16% (8% x 2)  
Requirement #3 (Two Reflection Papers)……………………………………............26% (13% x 2) 
Requirement #4 (A Sermon in the Gathering Days Class)………………..……….…20%


(The Interpretive Process Form: 5%; Preaching: 12%; Self-evaluation: 3%)

Requirement #5 (A Sermon in a Liturgical Context) ………………………………..30% 

(The Interpretive Process Form: 5%; Preaching Video: 12%; Self-evaluation: 3%; The Summary of Group Feedback: 3%; Responses to Other Students’ Sermon videos: 3%; The Order of Worship: 4%)  



    





___________________________








         


Total     100% 
The Iliff grading system is a five-letter system from A through F with pluses and minuses. In computing grade point average (GPAs), grades are assigned the following numerical values (The Master’s Student Handbook): 



A :       4.00   (100 − 96%)



A-:       3.75   (95 – 91%)



B+:      3.25   (90 – 86%)



B :       3.00   (85 – 81%)



B-:       2.75   (80 − 76%)



C+:      2.25   (75 – 71%)



C :       2.00   (70 – 66%)

*Both unexcused and excused late submissions will result in lowering your grade (-1 point/each). In addition, late submissions may not receive written comments from the instructor and peers.  
*The course deadline for the late submissions is June 6 (Mon.), 11:59 p.m. All the late assignments may be reviewed by the instructor after this date.

*If you do not reply to three classmates’ weekly posts, you will lose 1 point/each. 
*Inclusive language is strongly urged in all discussions, sermons, writings, etc.
Incomplete Policy: Students are responsible for the procedures outlined in the Master’s Student Handbook.

ADA Policy: Iliff engages in a collaborative effort with students with disabilities to reasonably accommodate student needs. Students are encouraged to contact their assigned advisor to initiate the process of requesting accommodations. The advising center can be contacted at advising@iliff.edu or by phone at 303. 765.1146.
Course Schedule
Week 1 (3/28-4/01): The Lectionary and the Evolution of the Christian Calendar

· Getting Acquainted: Post your videotape introducing yourself (e.g., your program at Iliff, denomination, pastoral setting, preaching experience, plan after graduation, why taking this course, etc.) by Wed. (3/30), 11:59 p.m. (MT).   
· Questions about the Syllabus:  If you have questions about the course syllabus, post them on the Discussions board by 3/30.
· Required Readings: Class Notes #1; Lowry, Chs. 2 & 3; Jagessr & Burns, Ch. 4.
· Recommended Readings; Hickman, et al., Chs. 1-4.
· Assignments: One-page Essay 1
a. After reflecting on the assigned readings, write a one-page essay (single-spaced, 12-point, 400-450 words) by answering the question: 
· “What are the challenges of lectionary preaching?”
b. Post your essay on Canvas by Wed. (3/30), 11:59 p.m. (MT). The essay should include appropriate footnotes or a list of works cited with page numbers if necessary. 
c. Provide your critical and constructive feedback on at least three classmates’ essays (at least 100 words to each essay) by Fri. (4/01), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  

Week 2 (4/04-4/08): Christology and Preaching--Zoom Class on Thu. (4/07), 5-7 p.m. (MT)

· Required Readings: Class Notes #2; Buttrick, Chs. 1-3; Bockmann.
· Recommended Readings: Moltmann, Ch. II (pp. 38-72).
· Zoom Class Discussion:
a. After reflecting on the assigned readings, articulate your understanding of who Jesus is for you and why you preach Jesus Christ to contemporary listeners whom Bockmann describes in her article.
b. Be ready to share your thoughts in the Zoom class.
Week 3 (4/11-4/15): Lent - Holy Week (Suffering and Crucifixion)
· Required Readings: Class Notes #3; Buttrick, Ch. 4.

· Recommended Readings: Moltmann, Ch. IV/1-4 (pp. 151-195); Hickman, et al., Ch. 6/A-H. Taylor, “Lent” & “Good Friday.”
· Assignments: Requirement #3 Reflection Paper I (2-3 pages, double-spaced, 12 points, 500-750 words). 
a. Choose one of the books listed in the Easter Cycle and write your reflection paper focusing on the following two questions: 
· What theological theme does the book deal with? How does the book help you deepen your understanding of that theme and articulate it in a sermon?

· Do you have any critical points you agree or disagree with the author? Why or why not? 

b. Post your paper as an attachment by Wednesday (4/13), 11:59 p.m. (MT), and reply to at least three classmates’ posts (no fewer than 100 words) by Friday (4/15), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 
Week 4 (4/18-4/22): Easter – Pentecost (Resurrection and the Holy Spirit)
· Required Readings: Class Notes #4; Buttrick, Ch. 5.

· Recommended Texts: Moltmann, Ch. V (PP, 213-73); Hickman, et al., Ch. 6/I-N. Taylor, “Easter and The Great Fifty Days.”
· Assignments: The Interpretive Process Form for Sermon #1.  
a. Fill out the form and post it on Canvas as an attachment by Wednesday (4/20), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

Week 5 (4/25-4/29): Gathering Days (Thursday, 4/28, 1:00–5:00 p.m. MT)
· Discussion Topics: “Styles of Preaching” & “Criteria for Sermon Evaluation”
· Required Readings: Class Notes #5
· Assignments: Preaching Sermon #1.
a. Bring a device to videotape your preaching.
Week 6 (5/02-5/06): Reading Week
· Readings: One of the books in the Christmas Cycle.  

· Assignments: Self-evaluation
a. After watching your sermon video, post your self-evaluation on Canvas by Wednesday (5/04, 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
Week 7 (5/09-5/13): Advent (Christian Hope and the Last Day)

· Required Readings: Class Notes #6; Buttrick, Chapter 6.
· Recommended Readings: Moltmann, Ch. VII (pp. 313-341); Hickman, et al. Ch. 5/C; Long and McCray.
· Assignments: Requirement #3 Reflection Paper II (2-3 pages, double-spaced, 12 points, 500-750 words): 
a. Choose one of the books listed in the Christmas Cycle and write your reflection paper focusing on the following two questions: 
· What theological theme does the book deal with? How does the book help you deepen your understanding of that theme and articulate it in a sermon?

· Do you have any critical points you agree or disagree with the author? Why or why not? 
b. Post your paper as an attachment by Wednesday (5/11), 11:59 p.m. (MT) and reply to at least three classmates’ posts (no fewer than 100 words) by Friday (5/13), 11:59 p.m. (MT). 

Week 8 (5/16-5/20): Christmas – Epiphany (Incarnation and Revelation)


· Required Readings: Class Notes #7; Buttrick, Conclusion; Seonwoo.

· Recommended Readings: Moltmann, III/1-3 (pp. 73-93); Hickman, et al., Ch. 5/A, B, D-J. Taylor, “Advent and Christmas” & “Epiphany.”
· Assignments: The Interpretive Process Form for Sermon #2.
a. Fill out the form and post it on Canvas as an attachment by Wednesday (5/18), 11:59 p.m. (MT).

Week 9 (5/23-5/27): Ordinary Time (Discipleship and the Church)
· Required Readings: Class Notes #8; Buttrick, Conclusion. 

· Recommended Readings: Bonhoeffer, Moltmann, Ch. III/4-7 (pp. 94-135); Hickman, et al., Chs. 7-8; Taylor, “The Season after Pentecost.”
1. Assignments: One-page Essay 2
a. After reflecting on the assigned readings, write a one-page essay (single-spaced, 12-point, 400-450 words), focusing on the following questions:  
· What is the church for you?  
· What are the obstacles for you and your congregation to be the faithful followers of Jesus?
a. Post your essay on Canvas as an attachment by Wednesday (5/25), 11:59 p.m. (MT). The essay should include appropriate footnotes or a list of works cited with page numbers. 
b. Provide your critical and constructive feedback (at least 100 words on each essay) on at least three classmates’ essays by Fri. (5/27), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
Week 10 (5/30-6/03): Sermon #2—Zoom Class 

· Assignments: Requirement #5
a. Post your sermon video and the order of worship on Canvas by Monday (5/30), 11:59 p.m. (MT).  
b. Post your self-evaluation, the summary of the group feedback with the list of the group members’ names and contact information as an attachment by Wednesday (6/1), 11:59 p.m. (MT).
c. Watch your group members’ sermon videos and offer critical and constructive feedback based on “Criteria for Sermon Evaluation” during your group’s Zoom class (the Zoom class dates and times will be confirmed in the Gathering Days class). 

Submit Online Student Course Evaluation.
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